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By divine inspiration, we have the anguished words of a prophet of God. 
Jeremiah says: 

“O Jehovah, thou hast persuaded me, and I was persuaded; thou art 
stronger than I, and hast prevailed: I am become a laughing-stock all the 
day, every one mocketh me. For as often as I speak, I cry out; I cry, Violence 
and destruction! because the word of Jehovah is made a reproach unto me, 
and a derision, all the day. And if I say, I will not make mention of him, nor 
speak any more in his name, then there is in my heart as it were a burning 
fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with forbearing, and I cannot 
contain. For I have heard the defaming of many, terror on every side. 
Denounce, and we will denounce him, say all my familiar friends, they that 
watch for my fall; peradventure he will be persuaded, and we shall prevail 
against him, and we shall take our revenge on him. But Jehovah is with me 
as a mighty one and a terrible: therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and 
they shall not prevail; they shall be utterly put to shame, because they have 
not dealt wisely, even with an everlasting dishonor which shall never be 
forgotten (Jer. 20:7-11).  
Jeremiah was “persuaded” (ASV) or “deceived” (KJV) [not befooled, but 

induced by words, Keil & Delitzsch] of the Lord! Others versions read that 
Jeremiah was “overcome” (NASB) or “enticed” (Darby). What occurs here is that 
Jeremiah is revealed as a mere man with like passions with ourselves. It appears 
that Jeremiah is overcome or persuaded by the all powerful Word of God. The 
Word was stronger than the prophet, and it prevailed.  

The words Jeremiah uttered in these verses are from a heart filled with 
frustration and despair. The prophet is persuaded by God to be His mouthpiece 
(Jer. 1:9; 15:19), but such brought Jeremiah the strife, derision, and curses of his 
brethren (15:10). He recalls God’s promise that his enemies will not prevail against 
him and that Jehovah will deliver him (1:18-19). What is occurring, however, is 
that Jeremiah is mocked, threatened, despised, considered insane and the 
“laughing-stock” (20:7) of the land.  
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The people Jeremiah so loved rejected his warnings and believed false prophets 
such as Pashhur. The people believed it would be Jeremiah and not them and their 
city that would be destroyed.  

What counts is that Jeremiah allowed God’s word to persuade and overcome his 
doubts. He was faithful to proclaim it accurately and powerfully. What a cost was 
involved to be God’s mouthpiece! Nothing has changed today. God’s faithful 
servants must be persuaded that the all powerful Word will be victorious and 
overcome all enemies of the Cross. We must keep on keeping on and stand fast for 
the faith! 

Jeremiah was mocked by men! It seemed that everyone was against him 
(20:7). One can understand how Jeremiah must have felt at having been 
“overcome” or “persuaded” by God’s Word only to be derided by men.  

A great lesson for God’s people to learn today is that His faithful servant is still 
“a spectacle unto the world” (1 Cor. 4:9). The apostle John reminds all who love 
the Lord and would be faithful to His cause: “Marvel not, brethren, if the world 
hateth you” (1 John 3:13). Mockery and hatred is the price to be paid for 
faithfulness! 

Jeremiah was indignant at the response to God’s truths! The prophet notices 
that if he lifts up his voice so that the people may hear and understand he is greeted 
with grief and trouble and utter contempt for the Word of God (Jer. 20:8). The 
violence against truth is hard to accept. Suffering reproach for God is difficult to 
bear. One must understand that people cannot be forced to obey God’s Word, but 
His Word must continue to be proclaimed faithfully and unashamedly. 

Jeremiah was discouraged at the results! “Then I said, I will not make 
mention of him, nor speak any more in his name” (Jer. 20:9, KJV). His faithful 
proclaiming of God’s Word had seemingly brought nothing but reproach. Why 
should he continue to do that which is causing him so much misery? Why continue 
to tell people that which they do not want to hear? Why continue to do that which 
makes you so unpopular? 

Here is food for thought. Would we be more faithful to God if it brought us 
more personal profit and pleasure? Does our being faithful to God depend on what 
is happening to us in this world? These false conditions for “being faithful” are 
spreading like a prairie fire throughout the Lord’s church today.  

Faithful gospel preachers today become discouraged at the results of 
proclaiming a “thus saith the Lord.” Many brethren are only concerned with 
worship that is pleasing to them. They resent being told that for their worship to be 
acceptable to God they “must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24, emph. 
MLW).  Brethren will turn on you when you teach that women cannot be placed in 
a leadership role over men in the church (1 Tim. 2:12). Brethren will label you as 
“out of touch” if you teach we only have authority to sing in worship and that 
adding the instrument is sinful (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Rev. 22:18-19). It is all too 
easy today to identify with Jeremiah! 

Jeremiah was motivated by the Word of God! “...there is in my heart as it 
were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I am weary with forbearing, and I 
cannot contain” (Jer. 20:9). The Word of God will prevail if  one loves Jehovah. 
When threatened to not teach in God’s name Peter and the apostles said, “We must 



obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). One who loves God and is motivated by 
His Word will always choose to faithfully proclaim it! 

Jeremiah was misunderstood by his friends! “For I have heard the defaming 
of many, terror on every side. Denounce, and we will denounce him, say all my 
familiar friends, they that watch for my fall...” (Jer. 20:10). The unfavorable 
support of supposed Christian friends is one of the hardest burdens to bear for the 
faithful servant of Christ. It is tragic when brotherhood politics, power and 
prestige, and financial gain triumph over what is godly and right! 
Jeremiah was encouraged by God! “But Jehovah is with me as a mighty one and 
a terrible: therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevail…” 
(20:11). Do not forget that God is more mighty and terrible than enemies of truth. 
Brotherhood politics and loyalty to man-made icons will not prevail. The faithful 
will take comfort in the fact that “if God is for us” no enemy of truth can prevail 
against us (Rom. 8:31). 
  
 
 


