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   Jerusalem’s perversions were catching up with her. People are prone to think 
that the enjoyments of a perverted life never end, but Jeremiah warns otherwise. 
God’s people of old were guilty of idolatry — they had chosen to worship man-
made idols and defile the land (Jer. 2:4-30). They willingly forsook God — 
rejecting the fountain of living water and choosing to dig for themselves cracked 
cisterns that hold no water (Jer. 2:12-13). They formed godless alliances and as a 
result of such choices are led into exile (Jer. 2:18-37). Jehovah’s prophet sums up 
Jerusalem’s failures in saying, “For my people have committed two evils: they 
have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, 
broken cisterns, that can hold no water” (Jer. 2:13).  

The Lord’s church in many communities has become convinced it can 
successfully accomplish what Jerusalem could not do. Many brethren have become 
enamored with the strange sounds of those who desire to be liberated from the old 
Jerusalem gospel. They have chosen to glory in their own wisdom and worship 
recreation, entertainment, and whatever it might be that causes them to feel good. 
They form godless alliances with those of denominational persuasion with their 
ministerial gatherings and fellowship in community projects. How foolish it is to 
abandon a spring flowing with pure water for a man-made cistern that will not 
even hold stagnant water! This is exactly what brethren do who ignore and make 
light of  a “thus saith the Lord” while exalting and clinging fast to man-made 
substitutions and innovations.  

The remedy for apostate congregations and brethren today is the same as the one 
for Jerusalem. “Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed 
against Jehovah thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every 
green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith Jehovah. Return, O backsliding 
children, saith Jehovah …” (Jer. 3:13-14). The plea of Jeremiah was ignored, and 
so is the plea today from faithful brethren who implore erring brothers and sisters 
to return to the truth! Jeremiah cried, “O Jerusalem, wash thy heart from 
wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. How long shall thine evil thoughts lodge 
within thee” (Jer. 4:14)?  It can be said today in so many instances as it was then: 
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“But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart; they are revolted and 
gone” (Jer. 5:23).  

Forgetting God and continuing to pervert His way and His Word will bring 
reproach upon a congregation, a country, and a people. As the wise man said, 
“Righteousness exalteth a nation; But sin is a reproach to any people” (Prov. 
14:34). Jeremiah sums up the consequences of denying God and promoting evil in 
this manner: “For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one 
is given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest every one 
dealeth falsely. They have healed also the hurt of my people slightly, saying, 
Peace, peace; when there is no peace. Were they ashamed when they had 
committed abomination? nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they 
blush: therefore they shall fall among them that fall; at the time that I visit them 
they shall be cast down, saith Jehovah” (Jer. 6:13-15).  

The Instruction! “Be thou instructed, O Jerusalem, lest my soul be alienated 
from thee; lest I make thee a desolation, a land not inhabited” (Jer. 6:8). God has 
never left His people without instructions. The Creator would speak no differently 
today than He did to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. The words that rang so true then 
ring just as true today. The Creator’s plea and the people’s response is quite 
revealing: “Thus saith Jehovah, Stand ye in the ways and see, and ask for the old 
paths, where is the good way; and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 
souls: but they said, We will not walk therein” (Jer. 6:16).  God’s people were 
instructed to: 

(1) Search and examine the heart! You would think one concerned with his soul 
and eternal life would do such. Paul put it this way: “Try your own selves, 
whether ye are in the faith; prove your own selves. Or know ye not as to your 
own selves, that Jesus Christ is in you? unless indeed ye be reprobate” (2 
Cor. 13:5). Far too many are content to think with their feelings instead of 
their mind! 

(2) Weigh and consider! A pair of scales exist that many people do not want to 
consider. It matters not that one considers things weighed and balanced in this 
life. Remember Belshazzar who refused to humble his heart and turn to God! 
He was told, “God hath numbered thy kingdom, and brought it to an end … 
thou are weighed in the balances , and art found wanting” (Dan. 5:26-27). 

(3) Understand and discern! The apostle Paul sums up this point quite well: 
“Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is” 
(Eph. 5:17). 

(4) Do and perform! James said, “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deluding your own selves” (1:22). 

The Problem! “Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? 
nay, they were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush” (Jer. 6:15). Fifty to 
sixty years ago, both men and women would blush at the occurrence of some 
vulgarity. Do you remember the 1968 Virginia Slims cigarette slogan that said, 
“You’ve come a long way, baby?” Well, with compliments of perverted 
entertainers influencing people through television, movies, songs, pornography, 
and novels, society has come a long way! The consequences of no longer being 
able to blush are not pleasant. God said, “Then will I cause to cease from the cities 



of Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of mirth and the voice of 
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride; for the land shall 
become a waste” (Jer. 7:34).  

There are everlasting consequences of a hardened and perverted mind so seared 
by sin and evil that it can no longer blush! Will the Lord’s church today learn from 
Jerusalem and Jeremiah? 
  
 
 


