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The ASV of 1901 reads, “Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, a 
conviction of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). The KJV version states, “Now faith is 
the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). 
Adam Clarke says: 

Faith is the SUBSISTENCE of things hoped; the DEMONSTRATION of 
things not seen. The word hupostasis, which we translate “substance,” 
signifies subsistence, that which becomes a foundation for another thing to 
stand on. And elengchos [proof, conviction, evidence] signifies such a 
conviction as is produced in the mind by the demonstration of a problem, 
after which demonstration no doubt can remain, because we see from it that 
the thing is; that it cannot but be; and that it cannot be otherwise than as it is, 
and is proved to be. Such is the faith by which the soul is justified; or rather, 
such are the effects of justifying faith: on it subsists the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding ….In an extended sense the things hoped for are 
the resurrection of the body, the new heavens and the new earth, the 
introduction of believers into the heavenly country, and the possession of 
eternal glory. The things unseen, as distinguished from the things hoped for, 
are, in an extended sense, the creation of the world from nothing, the 
destruction of the world by the deluge, the miraculous conception of Christ, 
his resurrection from the dead, his ascension to glory, his mediation at the 
right hand of God, his government of the universe, etc., etc., all which we as 
firmly believe on the testimony of God's word as if we had seen them. 
Faith is such an easy word to utter. It is not even difficult to spell or pronounce. 

The average child of God probably considers his faith to be adequate. I am 
convinced, however, that we all need to grow in faith. God’s Word makes us aware 
of the plea of the apostles, “Lord, increase our faith” (Luke 17:5). This request 
was made at least in part because of Jesus’ teaching on the forgiveness of one’s 
brother. The Lord had commanded, “And if he sin against thee seven times in a 
day, and seven times turn to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him” (Luke 
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17:4). The apostles realized they needed to grow in faith in order to do what was 
necessary to be faithful followers of the Lord. Likewise, today, if we have true 
faith in God, we will be “doers” and not just “hearers” of His Word (James 1:22).  

In that great “faith” chapter of Hebrews 11, verses 17 and 18 portray true faith 
 in an outstanding way. The Bible says, “By faith Abraham, being tried, offered 

up Isaac: yea, he that had gladly received the promises was offering up his only 
begotten son; even he to whom it was said, In Isaac shall thy seed be called.” 

One must remember that the covenant promise God made with Abraham was to 
be realized through the posterity of Isaac. But now suddenly, and with no 
explanation, God commands Abraham to offer his son of promise as a sacrifice. An 
ordinary man of faith would begin to question God immediately! “How can you 
keep your promise if the one who is key to that promise is dead?” “Surely there is 
another way you can be satisfied without me having to kill Isaac!” “What has Isaac 
done to deserve to die?” “You do not know what you are asking — a father simply 
cannot do such a thing!” 

What did Abraham do? His great faith contributed to him trusting in God 
completely, never once doubting but that His promise would be fulfilled. Perhaps 
Abraham could not see (as a human being) just how it would work out, but he had 
devout faith that it would! This is what sets Abraham apart from so many others 
who profess to follow God. Abraham did what God commanded him to do, and 
trusted in God to provide the necessary outcome.  

We live in an age today that demands statistical proof and positive facts. 
People of the world put more trust in their empirical senses (sight, hearing, taste, 
smell, touch) than in God’s Word. So often Christians are not much different, but 
they should be! You have probably heard a child of God say, “I’d give more to the 
Lord’s church if I could just see how ….,” or “we have served God faithfully for 
20 years and we just cannot see that ….” Another might say, “I’ve tried to be 
faithful as a Christian and just look at the tragedy I’ve had to endure — it’s not 
fair.” Someone else says, “I just cannot see why God would ….” 

People are often quick to give God the credit for something that goes wrong. 
There is a huge difference in what God does and what God allows! Why not credit 
Satan (that roaring lion seeking whom he might devour — 1 Pet. 5:8) with many of 
the difficulties of this life? One must also remember to give credit to self as each 
person is a free moral agent who can choose to do either right or wrong. Bad and 
sinful choices have consequences that one may have to endure for the remainder of 
his or her life! The Bible warns Christians to avoid things that will cause tragedy, 
heartache, and the loss of the soul. “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which 
are these: fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 
strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, parties, envyings, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like; of which I forewarn you, even as I did forewarn you, that 
they who practise such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:19-21). 

The truth is that I do not have to see how God will accomplish His every 
purpose, but I must have faith and trust that He will do so! The Hebrews writer 
speak of “the conviction [ASV] or evidence [KJV] of things not seen” concerning 
faith. Let us contemplate this most important point — if we must “see it” and 
“completely understand it” before we launch out or take action, is it really Bible 



faith that we possess? 
May we resolve to do what God bids us do and trust in Him to provide the 

correct outcome! 
  
 
 


