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The KJV records Elijah as asking, “How long halt ye between two opinions?” 
The ASV reads as follows: “How long go ye limping between the two sides?” 
Some of the people were “riding the proverbial fence” when it came to casting 
their allegiance either to God or Baal. One cannot “ride the fence” in spiritual 
matters and save his soul! 

It is sometimes necessary, if the correct course of action is not clear, to hesitate 
between two opinions. When, however, right and wrong is clearly obvious, 
hesitation and indecision becomes sinful. Spiritual matters are no different from 
temporal matters — the wavering and lukewarm will never be successful. The 
Hebrews writer admonishes, “let us hold fast the confession of our hope that it 
waver not; for he is faithful that promised” (Heb. 10:23). The Christian’s hope is 
anchored upon the entire word of God and a “lukewarm”  attitude toward sacred 
matters turns God’s stomach (Rev. 3:16). In religion, as in secular business, no 
progress will be made as long as the mind is divided. A person who “halts” or 
“limps” between two opinions is not only useless but also a stumbling block to 
others. The incident on Mount Carmel needs to be revisited, and Elijah’s clarion 
call is as needed today as it was then. Let us first observe where the people halted!  

Between Two Religions! One will quickly observe there were only two choices 
— the religion of Baal and the religion of Jehovah. The religion of Baal was the 
product of man’s wisdom and darkened imagination while the religion of God was 
a divine revelation from Heaven. It has always been true that the mind of man and 
the mind of God are the only two possible sources for religious thought. This is 
why man-made creeds and the religion they produce fits like hand and glove with 
the religion of Baal. While few today seem to care, these words will always be 
true: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith Jehovah. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8-9). The choice in 
religion for people to make always has been and always will be a choice between 
either man or God! 
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Between Two Masters! The choice between Baal and Jehovah is between light 
and darkness, the false and the real, good and evil, and freedom and bondage. One 
choice represents the prince of darkness (John 12:31; 16:11) while the other choice 
represents the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6). The purpose of the devil is to destroy; the 
purpose of God is to save. One is a servant to whomever he yields himself. As the 
apostle Paul clearly declares, “Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship have righteousness and iniquity? or what communion hath light with 
darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what portion hath a 
believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement hath a temple of God with idols? 
(2 Cor. 6:14-16). No man can successfully serve two masters, therefore, he must 
choose between the two (Matt. 6:24). 

Now let us observe  why the people halted! 
Because Of Their Great Number! It is relatively easy to drift with the 

multitude. It is, however, poor comfort and reasoning for one to say, “If I am not 
right then there are a great many just like me.” It is poor comfort to be on a sinking 
ship such as the Titanic and seek to console yourself with the thought that many 
others are perishing with you.  

It seems that in the religious realm most people believe that large crowds means 
success and approval of God. The prophets of Baal and Asherah numbered 850 on 
Mount Carmel and only the prophet Elijah stood with God. Trusting in great 
numbers did not keep the false prophets of Baal from being slain. Denominations 
founded by men and liberal congregations of the Lord’s church will find no 
comfort surrounded by vast multitudes and hearing the Lord say, “I never knew 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt. 7:23). It will be of no 
consolation at the Judgment to realize that countless millions traveled the same 
broad road to destruction as you did (Matt. 7:13)! 

Because Of Their Fear Of Men! There is no doubt that during the days of 
Elijah some people “halted” because of their fear of the king. Ahab was a devout 
enemy of God and desired to eradicate worship of God from within the land. Even 
though many Israelites may have known Ahab and Jezebel’s rule was opposed to 
God and extremely evil, they were afraid to acknowledge Jehovah. Fear that causes 
one to fail to stand for what is right allows that person to fall into the devil’s snare. 
Elijah’s question is still worthy of an answer by those today who profess to be 
religious: “How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow 
him: but if Baal, then follow him” (1 Kings 18:21, KJV).  

Let us conclude our study considering the unsatisfactory consequence of the 
people’s position. “How long halt ye?” The devil knows if he can tempt people to 
halt between sin and holiness and the world and Christ, he will weaken their will 
power and determination to choose the Godly over the worldly. To remain 
undecided between Godliness and righteousness is: 

Exceedingly Foolish! Do not forget the donkey in the fable who died of 
starvation because he could not decide which of the two bundles of hay to eat first! 
Foolishness is at its height when men choose worldly success and fame over 
seeking first the kingdom and His righteousness! 



Exceedingly Dangerous! Indecision leads to spiritual disaster. The undecided 
are always easily overcome. Give us more Joshua’s who decided for he and his 
house to follow God (Josh. 24:15), and more men who have decided to “stand in 
the gap” (Ezek. 22:30) for the Lord and His church! May we not “halt” as we 
follow the Lord! 
  
 
 


