
 
 

Who Will Abide In The Fellowship Of God? 
 

 

 
 
 
 
     A question of tremendous importance is asked in the fifteenth Psalm. “Jehovah, 
who shall sojourn in thy tabernacle? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill” (v.1). One 
must first be a child of God and then possess certain characteristics to remain in 
His fellowship. God has always ex-pected His people to possess the following 
char-acteristics regardless of the age in which they lived. A follower of God will be 
—  
   Upright In His Walk! “He that walketh uprightly, and worketh 
righteousness…” (v. 2). An upright man is a sincere man “in whom [there] is no 
guile; whose faith is unfeigned, whose love is without dissimulation, whose hope is 
without hypocrisy, and his whole conduct without fraud and deceit” (John Gill’s 
Exposi-tion of the Old Testament). Such a person today is a follower of Christ and 
will follow His steps (1 Pet. 2:21). When Peter grew fearful of the cir-cumcision 
party from Jerusalem and he and oth-ers refused to eat with the Gentiles, Paul 
rebuked them because “they walked not uprightly ac-cording to the truth of the 
gospel” (Gal. 2:14).  
   One who does not live according to the gos-pel cannot work righteousness. John 
says, “he that saith he abideth in him ought himself also to walk even as he 
walked” (1 John 2:6). Right-eousness and iniquity have nothing in common, and 
there is no fellowship between the two (2 Cor. 6:14). One who claims to have 
fellowship with God while living an unrighteous life is a liar. As John states, “If 
we say that we have fel-lowship with him and walk in the darkness, we lie, and do 
not the truth” (1 John 1:6). One must be upright in his daily walk!  
 
   Truthful In His Heart! The upright man “speaketh truth in his heart” (Psa. 
15:2). God knows the heart of all people (cf. Acts 15:8). It is the “pure in heart” 
that will see God (Matt. 5:8). When truth does not reside in the heart, one is likely 
to be deceitful with his lips. The wise man spoke these words of wisdom long ago: 
“Let not kindness and truth forsake thee: Bind them about thy neck; Write them 
upon the tablet of thy heart” (Prov. 3:3).  
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   We live in a world where half-truths are ex-pected and accepted. Man may place 
his stamp of approval on such lack of character but, God never has and never will!  
   Respectful To His Neighbor! “He that slandereth not with his tongue, nor 
doeth evil to his friend, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor” (Psa. 15:3). 
A respectful person will exercise care to not injure another’s character. Adam 
Clarke comments on this verse, saying:  

 The tongue, because of its slanderous con-versation, is represented in the 
nervous origi-nal as kicking about the  character of an ab-sent person; a very 
common vice, and as destructive as it is common: but the man who expects 
to see God abhors it, and back-bites not with his tongue….He is a knave, 
who would rob you of your good name; he is a coward, that would speak of 
you in your absence what he dared not to do in your presence; and only an 
ill-conditioned dog would fly at and bite your back when your face was 
turned.  

   Careful Of His Company! “In whose eyes a reprobate is despised, but who 
honoreth them that fear Jehovah…” (Psa. 15:4). How could a follower of God like 
Mordecai offer any respect to the vile and haughty Haman (see Esther chap-ters 2-
7). One must be careful of the company he keeps! A verse that would save many a 
heartache but is often ignored is this: “Be not deceived: Evil companionships 
corrupt good morals (1Cor. 15:33). 
 
   One who has chosen to walk with God will come out from among those of the 
world (2 Cor. 6:14). A person seeking to go to Heaven will be careful of the 
company he keeps!  
   Faithful To His Promise! “He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not” 
(Psa. 15:4). A vow or promise is not taken lightly by Jehovah. This Bible principle 
was clearly stated long ago: “When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to pay 
it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou vowest. Better is it that 
thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay” (Eccl. 5:4-5).  
In days gone by, a man’s word was said to be his bond. This writer’s granddad 
borrowed money from the bank simply by giving his word that he would pay it 
back. As the saying goes, “Don’t hold your breath waiting for that to happen to-
day.” It is a sad commentary on this country when one cannot believe those 
entrusted to uphold the Constitution and laws of the land. Unfaithful promises 
seem to have a death grip on people to-day — from our elected officials and local 
busi-nesses to the person in the pew or pulpit!  
   Merciful In His Dealings! He does not take “reward against the innocent” (Psa. 
15:5). It is not difficult to find one who will take advantage of the ignorant. Greed 
consumes most people and another’s loss is their gain and good fortune. Hon-esty 
and integrity are indeed in short supply. The golden rule is not practiced even by 
many who claim to follow the Lord. These words of Christ will haunt many in the 
Day of Judgment: “All things therefore whatsoever ye would that men should do 
unto you, even so do ye also unto them: for this is the law and the prophets” (Matt. 
7:12).  



   Unmovable In Character! “He that doeth these things shall never be moved” 
(Psa. 15:5). What a blessing to never be moved from the tab-ernacle of God’s 
service and the holy hill of His presence! 
 
 
 
 
 


