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Psalms 28 opens with what most people today would consider to be a strange 

statement. The Psalmist requests, “Unto thee, O Jehovah, will I call: My rock, be 
not thou deaf unto me; lest, if thou be silent unto me, I become like them that go 
down into the pit” (28:1). This man had a relationship with God and knew well the 
miseries of withheld blessings. Solomon declares, “Jehovah is far from the wicked; 
But he heareth the prayer of the righteous” (Prov. 15:29). This is a truth that the 
blind man healed by the Lord knew — “We know that God heareth not sinners: 
but if any man be a worshipper of God, and do his will, him he heareth” (John 
9:31). The unrighteous, however, are not that alarmed or concerned at the silence 
of Jehovah. Disastrous ruin and eternal loss of the soul will be the end of those 
who interpret God’s silence as peace and approval! Let us observe both the 
character of the wicked and the godly. 

The wicked are: 
Deceitful In Their Nature! “Draw me not away with the wicked, and with the 

workers of iniquity; that speak peace with their neighbors, but mischief is in their 
hearts” (Psa. 28:3). Mischief or evil (NKJV) resides in the mind of the wicked. 
Wicked people cannot be trusted as poisonous lies pour forth from their tongues. 
Their words may appear to be as sweet as honey, but the end result will be as the 
sting of a poisonous viper. The Psalmist knew well the power of a wicked tongue 
— “Thy tongue deviseth very wickedness, like a sharp razor, working deceitfully.” 
(Psa. 52:2). One needs to remember that as a man speaketh, so is he! 

Our nation as a whole and even many members of the Lord’s church no longer 
believe deceitfulness and lying to be a destructive thing. God’s Word disagrees in 
saying, “A lying tongue hateth those whom it hath wounded; And a flattering 
mouth worketh ruin” (Prov. 26:28).  

Foolish In Their Actions! “Because they regard not the works of Jehovah, nor 
the operation of his hands, He will break them down and not build them up” (Psa. 
28:5). Such will be the end of those who refuse to be guided by the all knowing 
and all powerful Creator. As Psalms 92:5-6 states, “How great are thy works, O 
Jehovah! Thy thoughts are very deep. A brutish man knoweth not; neither doth a 
fool understand this.” Coffman quotes the ISBE on the above verses, saying: 
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Man can neither measure the greatness of God's works nor fathom the depths 
of divine thought. The enlightened man, however, perceives the 
immeasurableness of the one and the unfathomableness of the other; but a 
man of animal nature, 'homo brutus,' a blockhead, or one dull in mind, 
whose carnal nature outweighs his intellectual and spiritual nature, cannot 
discern how unsearchable are God's judgments and how untrackable are his 
ways. 
It is the quintessence of foolishness for man or country to flagrantly disregard 

the providential working of the One with whom we have to do! 
The godly are: 
Prayerful! “Blessed be Jehovah, because he hath heard the voice of my 

supplications” (Psa. 28:6). God is not silent to the petitions of His people. John 
reminds the faithful, “And whatsoever we ask we receive of him, because we keep 
his commandments and do the things that are pleasing in his sight” (1 John 3:22). 
Then, he states the condition, saying, “And this is the boldness which we have 
toward him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he heareth us” (1 John 
5:14). Although the Father may not answer according to our prayer, it is a comfort 
and blessing to know that He hears our every word. 

Confidence! “Jehovah is my strength and my shield…and I am helped” (Psa. 
28:7). Please notice that this one’s confidence is not in himself but in God. He 
glories not in self but in what God has done and will do. This attitude is far 
different from the humanistic mindset of modern man! 

Trustful! “...My heart hath trusted in him…” (28:7). Man’s true source of 
strength and refuge is found in God. As Solomon says, “Trust in Jehovah with all 
thy heart, And lean not upon thine own understanding: In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, And he will direct thy paths” (Prov. 3:5-6). To those enamored 
with philosophy and worldly wisdom God would say, “Behold, ye trust in lying 
words, that cannot profit” (Jer. 7:8).  

Joyful! “My heart greatly rejoiceth” (Psa. 28:7). Faith in God and His Word 
will produce the joy and peace that passeth all understanding (Phil. 4:7). How 
wonderful it is to say, “Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation” (Hab. 3:18).  

Humble! “Jehovah is their strength, and he is a stronghold of salvation to his 
anointed” (Psa. 28:8). Victory does not come from the armies of men but from the 
all powerful hand of God. Solomon understood, saying, “The horse is prepared 
against the day of battle; But victory is of Jehovah”  (Prov. 21:31).  

Hopeful! “Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance: be their shepherd 
also...” (Psa. 28:9). What a blessing it is to trust in the salvation of the Lord! May 
we be ever grateful for the hope that lies in the gospel which “is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that” is willing to trust and obey (Rom. 1:16)! 
  
 
 
 
 



 


