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The Psalmist asks, “What shall I render unto Jehovah for all his benefits toward 
me” (Psa. 116:12)? Is it not reasonable for people to be grateful for God’s 
blessings? Jehovah provides for everyone air to breathe, sunshine, rain, and the 
ever consistent laws of nature. For the faithful child of God, there is even more to 
be thankful for — “every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 
1:3). Even though no people are amenable to Old Testament law today, members 
of the Lord’s church can learn and benefit from Old Testament principles. What 
are some benefits New Testament Christians possess? We enjoy — 

An Inclined Ear! The Psalmist said, “He hath inclined his ear unto me” (Psa. 
116:2). An eternal principle is stated in Proverbs 15:29: “Jehovah is far from the 
wicked; But he heareth the prayer of the righteous.” The principle is again stated 
in such simple terms it cannot be missed — “He that turneth away his ear from 
hearing the law, Even his prayer is an abomination” (Prov. 28:9).  

God does not turn a deaf ear toward His faithful children! He always has an ear 
that is inclined to listen to their pleas, petitions, requests, and statements of 
thanksgiving. What a wonderful privilege it is to be assured that Christians have 
access to the ear of God!  

It should come as no surprise that Christians are admonished to “pray without 
ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). As followers of God, let us be thankful we have a 
blessing the world will never have — the listening ear of God! May we never take 
such a wonderful blessing for granted! 

Deliverance From Death! “For thou hast delivered my soul from death, Mine 
eyes from tears, and my feet from falling” (Psa. 116:8). It is through the victory of 
the Lord Jesus Christ that all the faithful throughout every Bible age can be 
delivered from spiritual death.  

Sin has always separated one from God and shackled him to Satan. As Isaiah 
said, “Behold, Jehovah's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between you and 
your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, so that he will not hear” (59:1-
2).   
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Paul taught: “Know ye not, that to whom ye present yourselves as servants unto 
obedience, his servants ye are whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness” (Rom. 6:16)? One chooses as he journeys through 
this life whose servant he will be. It matters not what one’s circumstances are or 
why he has chosen to sin. The eternal principle could not be stated more clearly — 
“the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).  

There are only two choices as to whose servants we are. The Lord is 
straightforward and clear in saying, “He that is not with me is against me…” 
(Matt. 12:30). Victory is only possible through Jesus Christ. As Paul writes, “O 
death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting? The sting of death is sin; 
and the power of sin is the law: but thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:55-57).  

Bountiful Treatment! “Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for Jehovah hath dealt 
bountifully with thee” (Psa. 116:7). It is because of God’s wonderful mercy and 
grace that He deals in such a bountiful way with His people. The parable of the 
prodigal son teaches the willingness of the Father to receive back and bountifully 
bless one who is willing to repent and return from the pig pen of sin! “But the 
father said to his servants, Bring forth quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: and bring the fatted calf, and kill it, 
and let us eat, and make merry: for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 
was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry” (Luke 15:22-24). Not only 
does the child of God have access to “every spiritual blessing” (Eph. 1:3), but he 
enjoys restoration and bountiful treatment when he sins and repents! 

God told Adam and Eve regarding the fruit of the tree in the midst of the 
garden, “Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die” (Gen. 3:3). The 
old serpent, liar and murderer from the beginning (John 8:44), said unto the 
woman: “Ye shall not surely die” (Gen. 3:4). God was right as He always is, and 
because of their choosing to sin, God drove Adam and Eve from the garden 
paradise (Gen. 3:24). Bountiful blessings belong to those who follow God, but 
never to those who follow the Devil! 

Freedom From Bondage! The Psalmist declared, “...Thou hast loosed my 
bonds” (116:16). Jesus taught the Jews of His day, “If ye abide in my word, then 
are ye truly my disciples; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free” (John 8:31-32).  

It is impossible not to observe the conditional “if” in the above verse of 
Scripture. Obviously, one is not a disciple (follower) of Christ who refuses to 
abide in His Word! If one is willing, however, to abide in the word of God, he can 
and will know the truth that frees from the bondage of sin.  

Would it not be better to be a slave of Christ instead of being a slave to Satan? 
Is the yoke of Christ not very far better than the yoke of the Devil? It is one or the 
other that we serve on a daily basis. The question – “What will I render to God for 
the many benefits of His blessings?” 
  
 
 


