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The term “backsliding” is not used much anymore. I suppose the term is simply 
to harsh for those who make every effort to soft-pedal Christianity. Countless other 
people have been taught the most comfortable false doctrine of “once-saved, 
always-saved.” If one cannot fall from God’s grace, why would he be concerned 
about backsliding? After all, the term means “to fall back into wrongdoing” or “a 
return to previous bad behavior” (Encarta Dictionary). Satan with his deceitful and 
damnable doctrine knows how to make people feel comfortable even though they 
are in the jaws of death! 

Backsliding is a process of gradually sliding down the hill of holiness into the 
low valley of sin and degradation. Backsliding usually begins because one ceases 
to be watchful and carelessly trusts in self rather than in God and His Word. The 
Scriptures warn one to keep a vigilant watch against backsliding. The Lord says, 
“Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak” (Matt. 26:41). The apostle Paul admonishes, “Watch ye, stand 
fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong” (1 Cor. 16:13). To the Thessalonians, 
Paul says, “So then let us not sleep, as do the rest, but let us watch and be sober” 
(1 Thess. 5:6).  

God’s mouthpiece, Jeremiah, asks a question that surely all people would want 
answered. He asks, “Why then is this people of Jerusalem slidden back by a 
perpetual backsliding” (Jer. 8:5a)? Jeremiah refers here to Judah and Jerusalem, 
but there are lessons to be learned that will benefit those of us living today. The 
causes of their backsliding and the sins they committed find their antitype in 
modern times. Let us see some of the causes for backsliding among God’s people 
of old. 

A Perverted Belief and Stubbornness! Jeremiah declares, “they hold fast 
deceit, they refuse to return” (Jer. 8:5b). The devil knows that a perverted mind 
will soon lead to a perverted faith! When the fountain of truth is forsaken, it 
becomes easy to believe any lie that favors one’s perverted thinking. Thus, Paul 
warns the brethren at Thessalonica, “And for this cause God sendeth them a 
working of error, that they should believe a lie: that they all might be judged who 
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believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2 Thess. 2:11-12). 
The Psalmist rightly declares, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and light unto 

my path” (Psa. 119:105). One who rejects this truth and follows worldly wisdom is 
doomed to failure. America is on the same fatal course as was Judah and Jerusalem 
of old. The Words of truth (John 17:17) are mocked and cast aside while 
humanism, abortion, homosexuality, and lasciviousness are supported by those 
who are elected to lead our country to greater heights. The sins that men call 
progress God calls an abomination. The wise man said, “For the perverse is an 
abomination to Jehovah; But his friendship is with the upright” (Prov. 3:32). As if 
it were penned for today, Solomon again said, “He that justifieth the wicked, and 
he that condemneth the righteous, Both of them alike are an abomination to 
Jehovah” (Prov. 17:15). Turning a deaf ear to God’s warnings, an ever growing 
number of perverted people today refuse to return to a path of decency and right.  

Proud Of Sin! “They spake not aright: no man repenteth him of his wickedness, 
saying, What have I done? every one turneth to his course, as a horse that rusheth 
headlong in the battle” (Jer. 8:6). These people were wicked, evil, and so deluded 
that they thought there was no need to repent. When a backslider is conscious of 
his guilt there is hope for repentance, but those who have perverted minds will 
continue to be proud and satisfied with their sins! 

Fleshly enthusiasm has a death grip on the world and also on many in the Lord’s 
church. Those who are determined to enjoy the pleasures of the world have 
decided the Holy Bible was not written for today’s progressive society. God’s 
Word to them is antiquated and out of touch with the modern mind.  

Ignorance Of The Law Of God! “Yea, the stork in the heavens knoweth her 
appointed times; and the turtle-dove and the swallow and the crane observe the 
time of their coming; but my people know not the law of Jehovah” (Jer. 8:7). 
Regarding this verse Coffman says, “All migratory birds are strict observers of 
times and seasons, when to fly north, or south, when to leave an area, and when to 
return again.” Is it not amazing that birds abide by their God-given instincts and 
know when to return to where they once were, but those created in God’s image 
with a mind with which to reason and understand stubbornly refuse to repent and 
return to Jehovah?  

It was Hosea who said, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because 
thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to 
me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I also will forget thy children” 
(4:6). A perverted people who refuse to repent and know not God’s Word will 
affect generations to come!  

Vain Confidence! “How do ye say, We are wise, and the law of Jehovah is with 
us? But, behold, the false pen of the scribes hath wrought falsely. The wise men are 
put to shame, they are dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the word of 
Jehovah; and what manner of wisdom is in them” (Jer. 8:8-9)? This is the danger 
of false teaching and ignorance of God’s Word. The devil’s helpers pervert the 
Scriptures and make them into a lie. Blinded souls believe the lie and proudly cry, 
“We are wise.” Not so! The Bible states, “For it is written, I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, And the discernment of the discerning will I bring to nought” 
(1 Cor. 1:19).  



No one is wise who backslides and refuses to repent and return to God. 
Confidence in the world is vain confidence! These words of Solomon need to be 
heeded by all people today: “Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart, And lean not 
upon thine own understanding: In all thy ways acknowledge him, And he will 
direct thy paths” (Prov. 3:5-6).  
  
 
 


