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Israel’s defeat at Ai (Joshua 7) was an embarrassment to Joshua and all other 
faithful followers of God. Here is another Old Testament incident that reveals 
God’s attitude towards sin and the far reaching consequences sin can have even on 
the innocent. There are two Bible truths so clearly illustrated they cannot be 
misunderstood. First, the things “written aforetime were written for our learning, 
that through patience and through comfort of the scriptures we might have hope” 
(Rom. 15:4)! Second, “Righteousness exalteth a nation; But sin is a reproach to 
any people” (Prov. 14:34).  

A refusal to acknowledge God and an attempt to sweep Him under the 
proverbial carpet will not succeed, and neither will it produce His abundant 
blessings. It is understood that Old Testament Israel had a special relationship with 
God, but if He turned His back on His chosen people because of their sins, then He 
surely will do likewise with America today.  

Yielding to sin separates one from Jehovah God. Isaiah warned, “Behold, 
Jehovah's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid his face from you, so that he will not hear” (Isa. 59:1-2). Those 
who “know not God,” and “obey not the gospel” will “suffer eternal punishment” 
(2 Thess. 1:8-9). Members of the Lord’s church who abide “not in the teaching of 
Christ”  (2 John 9) forfeit fellowship with God. Sin is not something to play with as 
it is not a trivial or light-hearted matter! Most people seemingly dismiss from their 
minds the fact that the “wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). It is truly an “un-get-
aroundable” fact that one who chooses to sow to the flesh “shall of the flesh reap 
corruption” (Gal. 6:8).  

Let us learn four things from the sin of Achan: 
His Desire! Sin often begins with a longing look. We must not allow ourselves 

to dwell upon that which is sinful and evil. Achan’s sin, however, was not in 
simply seeing the “devoted thing” (accursed, KJV) [silver and gold, Josh. 7:1, 21] 
but in taking it. These spoils of war were to be devoted to God and any man who 
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took them would be accursed.  
The pleasures of sin will often be incredibly attractive when man looks upon 

them with a longing desire. This is the reason Paul pleaded with the Corinthians to 
cast “down imaginations, and every high thing that is exalted against the 
knowledge of God, and [bring] every thought into captivity to the obedience of 
Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5).  

Eve desired the forbidden fruit (Gen. 3:6). Lot desired the well-watered plains 
(Gen. 13:10-11). Moses, on the other hand, did not desire to be called “the son of 
the Pharaoh’s daughter” and chose instead to suffer “ill treatment with the people 
of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” (Heb. 11:24-25). One must 
take heed what he desires as he journeys through this life! 

His Disobedience! God had warned, “But as for you, only keep yourselves from 
the devoted thing, lest when ye have devoted it, ye take of the devoted thing; so 
would ye make the camp of Israel accursed, and trouble it”  (Josh. 6:18). Achan, 
however, disobeyed God and took the “devoted” or “accursed” thing. He knew he 
was sinning and that what he did was wrong. Achan hid the spoils of war in his 
tent proving he was keenly conscious of his wrong-doing.  

People disobey God today in numerous ways. Many love the world and the lust 
of the flesh more than righteousness and only keep an appearance of godliness to 
deceive others. Christians often refuse to worship “in spirit and in truth” (John 
4:24) while asserting how much they love the Lord. The Lord knows the heart 
(mind) of man, however, and says, “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say” (Luke 6:46)? One must remember, “Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him” (1 John 2:15).  

His Detection! It is an eternal principle — “be sure your sin will find you out” 
(Num. 32:23). God told Joshua that Israel had sinned in stealing the devoted thing 
and would not be able to stand against their enemies (Josh. 7:11). The guilty one 
would be burned with fire along with all that was his because he transgressed the 
law of God and brought folly upon all Israel (Josh. 7:15). The eyes of the all-seeing 
God are upon every person. Neither a person or nation can cover their sins and 
expect to prosper (Prov. 28:13)! 

His Destruction! The devoted spoils were hidden in Achan’s tent (Josh. 7:22-
23). One who defies God will not be successful in escaping His wrath. All Achan 
had was brought to the valley of Achor — the devoted things, his wife, his sons 
and daughters, his animals and tent [home] (Josh. 7:24).  

Let us learn that the consequences of sin can be far reaching. “And Joshua said, 
Why hast thou troubled us? Jehovah shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel 
stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire, and stoned them with 
stones” (v. 25). His family knew of his sin and either approved of it or simply kept 
quiet or both.  

Individual sins can affect entire families and the entire congregation. Such is the 
reason for church discipline and keeping the church pure! 
 


