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Two verses of Scripture immediately come to mind when thinking of the 
“walk” of the child of God. First, the conditional statement of John in saying, “but 
if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). Second, the 
admonition by Paul to the Philippians — “Only let your manner of life be worthy 
of the gospel of Christ: that, whether I come and see you or be absent, I may hear 
of your state, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one soul striving for the faith of 
the gospel” (Phil. 1:27). The faithful child of God will then walk according to the 
truth of the revealed Word and will steadfastly strive “for the faith of the gospel.” 
The Christian walk always demands . . . 

Pilgrimage! All faithful followers of Christ must be fully persuaded that they 
are but strangers and sojourners in this world. The citizenship that matters is not in 
this world but in Heaven. Paul affirms this truth to the Philippian brethren in 
saying, “For our citizenship is in heaven; whence also we wait for a Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil 3:20).  

There is no city or nation on this earth that will  exist forever! Peter warns of the 
great and terrible day of the Lord in this manner: “But the day of the Lord will 
come as a thief; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat, and the earth and the works that 
are therein shall be burned up” (2 Pet. 3:10). As godly pilgrims, we are on a 
special journey to that “building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal, 
in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1). This is why the plea is made to those who will hear 
— “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust 
of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vain glory of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever” (1 John 2:15-17).  

Self Denial! One will never conquer this world who refuses self denial. Our 
Lord knew the essentiality of self denial and thus said, “If any man would come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 
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9:23). Coffman comments on the above verse as follows: 
  
“Let him deny himself …” means that one must renounce himself, pleading 
nothing that a mortal may either believe or do, as a proper ground of 
salvation, that ground being in Christ and "in him" only. No mortal may be 
saved as John Doe, or Joe Bloke, or in any other human identity. If men are 
ever saved, they must be saved “in Christ” (Rom 6:3), and “as Christ” (Gal 
2:20). This self-renunciation is the same thing for all Christians that the 
cross was for Jesus, namely, the submission to God's will, not one's own 
will. 
Paul fully understood that without self denial one could not be saved. Regarding 

his own body, Paul said, “but I buffet my body, and bring it into bondage: lest by 
any means, after that I have preached to others, I myself should be rejected” (1 
Cor. 9:27). And, to the brethren at Galatia, Paul affirmed, “I have been crucified 
with Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ living in me: and that (life) 
which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, (the faith) which is in the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself up for me” (Gal. 2:20).  

Separation! If one has truly separated himself from this world and has been 
raised with Christ, his affections have undergone a metamorphosis. Paul makes 
this point clear to the brethren at Colossae in saying, “If then ye were raised 
together with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the 
right hand of God. Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things 
that are upon the earth. For ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in God” (Col. 
3:1-3). Christians will not be “fashioned [conformed, KJV] according to this 
world” but transformed with a renewed mind (Rom. 12:2).  

Suffering! One who is not willing to suffer for the cause of Christ will not be in 
Heaven. Persecution and suffering are not things one escapes when he becomes a 
child of God. Paul is very clear in stating, “Yea, and all that would live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). Peter reminds the follower of 
Christ — “but if (a man suffer) as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him 
glorify God in this name” (1 Pet. 4:16). Those who are opposed to Christ and His 
church will never love those who are the Lord’s friends. The Lord Himself said, 
“If the world hateth you, ye know that it hath hated me before (it hated) you. If ye 
were of the world, the world would love its own: but because ye are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you” (John 
15:18-19). 

Many brethren may declare that they desire fellowship with the Lord, but few 
will want fellowship with suffering for His cause! 

Progress! Let us reflect back on 1 John 1:7. A faithful Christian is to be found 
walking in the light of the Lord’s truths. One who is “walking” is not “sitting” or 
“standing still!” One who desires to go to Heaven will continually “grow”  in the 
“knowledge” of the Lord and His Word (2 Pet. 3:18). A faithful Christian will 
“put on the whole armor of God” so as to be able “to stand against the wiles of the 
devil” and the evil and ungodliness in this world (Eph. 6:11ff). One who will not 
serve as an active soldier in the Lord’s army will suffer the same fate as the “one 
talent” man (Matt. 25:24-30). 



A word of caution, however, as all progress is not Scriptural. Going beyond or 
transgressing the law of God is sin and guarantees no fellowship with the Father or 
the Son (2 John 9). If the Father and Son can have no fellowship with one, then 
neither should we who are faithful members of the body (2 John 10).  

One must be committed to “the Christian walk” to reach the heavenly Home! 
  
 
 
 


