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The song that Isaiah sings in chapter five is a parable in honor of God. The 
prophet recalls Jehovah’s marvelous and abundant goodness to His people as well 
as their failure and ingratitude to Him. Let us look carefully at our lives to make 
sure that we do not fail in the midst of privilege! 

The Work Done! “Let me sing for my wellbeloved a song of my beloved 
touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved had a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: and he 
digged it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the choicest vine, 
and built a tower in the midst of it, and also hewed out a winepress therein: and he 
looked that it should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes” (Isa. 
5:1-2). These two verses reveal a true picture of Israel’s history. The “fruitful hill” 
is the land flowing with milk and honey — the land of Canaan. This land was 
“fenced in” with God’s protection and promises — good and wholesome laws, and 
separated from the sinful nations. God planted the land with the “choicest vine” — 
His chosen people who were the seed of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. A 
tower was built “in the midst” of the land — the temple. A winepress was made — 
this could point to the altar of sacrifice. God looked for grapes, “and it brought 
forth wild grapes” (emph., MLW). God’s love and mercy is clearly seen in what 
He had done for His people, but Israel ends up in utter failure. 

In God’s grand scheme of redemption, provision has been made for all today to 
cast aside the bondage of paganism and worldly darkness. Most people today, 
however, do as Israel did and spurn the blessings God offers by refusing to repent 
of sin and obey the gospel. 

The Result Shown! God was looking for “grapes” but was given “wild 
grapes.” There was some semblance of the fruit God desired and it may have 
fooled some men but it did not fool Jehovah. Israel was “wild” and inconsistent 
with her profession and unfit for God’s use. Barnes’s Notes says, “The word used 
here is derived from the verb ‘to be offensive, to corrupt, to putrify’ and is called 
by some ‘monk’s-hood, a poisonous herb, offensive in smell, which produces 
berries like grapes’” (cf. 2 Kings 4:39-41; Deut. 32:32-33).  

The point is that fleshly works by professing children of God are but as “wild 
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grapes.” The old man must truly become a new creature (2 Cor. 5:17). God 
immediately knows the quality of the fruit being offered to Him. Thus, the 
warning, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). 

The Challenge Made! “And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, 
judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. What could have been done more 
to my vineyard, that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes” (Isa. 5:3-4)? Jehovah had poured 
out His bountiful blessings upon His vineyard. Israel was delivered from the cruel 
bondage of the Pharaoh (Exo. 14:17-30) and given cisterns, vineyards, and homes 
that they did not dig, plant, nor build (Neh. 9:25).  

The response by the hard hearted and rebellious Jews was to stain the vineyard 
with the blood of God’s Son. After all that God had done for Israel, the cry was to 
release Barabbas (an insurrectionist and murderer) and to crucify the Messiah 
(Mark 15:7-14). 

Is it any different today? America has been blessed over the years in a 
tremendous way by the Creator and Sustainer of all that is decent and good, and 
now an ever growing number of folk are dedicated to removing God from one’s 
vocabulary. People shake their fist at God in blatant defiance of His Holy Word. 
The Lord’s church throughout the country is largely content to substitute for a 
“thus saith the Lord,” worship in a manner that pleases the masses, and use 
denominational gimmicks and innovations at will! So many of God’s children have 
forgotten how they are supposed to live, act, and worship.  

The Doom Incurred! “And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: I 
will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; I will break down the 
wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: and I will lay it waste; it shall not be 
pruned nor hoed; but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command 
the clouds that they rain no rain upon it” Isa. 5:5-6). God’s protection and His 
bountiful gifts have always been conditional. So many have been deceived by the 
Devil’s lie that salvation is totally unconditional and one will be saved by God’s 
grace regardless of how he chooses to live his life.  

Israel thought she could sin on every high hill and under every green tree (1 
Kings 14:23; Jer. 2:20; Ezek. 6:13) and then run into the temple and cry, “The 
temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah” (Jer. 7:4) and all 
would be well with every soul who did so!  

The Lord’s church today would do well to learn Bible history lessons from God’s 
children over the years. When Christ was compelled to turn His back on the 
temple, He did so and said, “Behold, your house is left unto you desolate” (Matt. 
23:38). When members of the church today decide to worship according to their 
own wisdom, Christ will leave them to their folly. To be left to our own guidance 
and wisdom in sacred matters is to be left desolate!  

God will strive with men up to a certain point (Gen. 6:3), and then He will give 
them over to “a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not fitting” (Rom. 
1:28). People need to heed and not flaunt the warning, “Vengeance belongeth unto 
me; I will recompense, saith the Lord” (Rom. 12:19). The Hebrews writer 
mentions again that the Lord will extract vengeance and then says, “And again, the 



Lord will judge his people” (10:30). May we learn from Bible history (Rom. 15:4), 
and strive to make sure we do not fail in the midst of privilege! 
  
 


