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Ezekiel, a prophet of God, is reminded in almost identical words some thirty 
chapters apart that he is to be “a watchman unto the house of Israel” (Ezek. 3:17; 
33:7). Those who profess to be godly people often live as if there is no danger or 
consequences to their actions. A truth that must not be overlooked is that if there is 
no danger, there is no need for a warning from watchmen.  

God is gracious and loving to remind man of his enemy who “as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). What God said to 
Ezekiel about the obligations of watchmen is as valid today as it was then. Those 
who serve today as elders of a congregation of the Lord’s people are to “watch in 
behalf of” the souls they oversee (Heb. 13:17). Men serving as watchmen (elders) 
will surely be held accountable for failure to fulfill their duty, but may we 
remember “all”  have an obligation to “watch” (Mark 13:35, 37). 

Let us learn from Ezekiel a couple of indispensable traits of godly watchmen. A 
godly watchmen is responsible to: 

“Hear the word at [His] mouth” (Ezek. 33:7)! It should be understood that a 
watchman is of no value if he does not have eyes with which to see and a mouth 
with which to speak. Many people, however, put great confidence in watchmen 
who have perfect vision and loud voices but are useless because of lockjaw. They 
dare not sound forth any warning regarding danger to the soul for fear of disturbing 
the flock.  

Thus, the first obligation of a godly watchman is to hear and heed the Word that 
God speaks. God speaks to us today through His Son, and His Son through His 
Word (Heb. 1:2; 12:48). One who will not hear and heed God’s Word will never 
qualify as God’s watchman!  

“Give them warning from me” (Ezek. 33:7)! Warnings are sounded forth in 
this world on a regular basis. Meteorologists warn of the impending danger of 
hurricanes and tornadoes. Law enforcements agencies warn of escaped criminals 
and certain threats to society. Financial planners warn of the downside of certain 
investments. Physicians warn patients of certain physical conditions and test 
results. Manufacturers warn about recalls of certain foods because of 
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contamination to the product. People desire and expect to be warned about the 
above matters. 

Warnings that come from God’s Word regarding spiritual matters are generally 
not welcome. People say, “Don’t judge … it is nobody’s business … everybody 
else does it (as if that makes it legal and right) … this world is all that matters … or 
I deserve to be happy and this is how I’m going to live.” People do not want to be 
told “no” or “it’s sinful and wrong” or “it’s immoral and detrimental to society.”  

God told Ezekiel, however, “give them warning from me.” The soul is more 
valuable than the physical body and earthly matters even though most people do 
not think so (Matt. 16:26). Watchmen who are devoted to God know that there is 
impending danger in this world and are willing to warn people of such danger. 
Watchmen devoted to God understand that they are responsible to warn people of 
soul damning sins and Satan’s snares! As was true in Ezekiel’s day, the same is 
true today: “When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die, and 
thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way; that wicked man shall die in 
his iniquity, but his blood will I require at thy hand” (33:8). 

We also learn of the responsibility of those who are warned. Let us 
observe: 

Their condition! People may convince themselves that their sinful actions are 
no big deal but sin is lawlessness (1 John 3:4). Lawlessness (transgression of 
God’s law) without repentance leads to eternal death. This death is the result of 
separation from God. So many people living in sin are convinced God is with them 
and blessing them when God clearly states, “Behold, Jehovah's hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: but your 
iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his 
face from you, so that he will not hear” (Isa. 59:1-2). 

Their opportunity! Those living contrary to the Lord’s will are given an 
opportunity to repent when they are warned by God’s watchmen. It is tragic to be 
deluded and deceived regarding sacred matters, but it is an act of mercy for God to 
allow His watchmen to warn of those dangers. The warning to repent or perish 
(Luke 13:3) is given in love of one’s soul. John recorded in his gospel account, 
“He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him” (3:36). 

Their responsibility! Ezekiel, God’s watchman, was told: “Nevertheless, if 
thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it, and he turn not from his way; he 
shall die in his iniquity, but thou hast delivered thy soul” (33:9). The warning is to 
turn, change directions, or repent. The unashamed warning of the consequences of 
spurning God’s law may be despised and the watchman may be considered behind 
the times and out of touch with society’s demands, but hearing and heeding God’s 
Word is the only thing that will save the soul! 

We see then that both the watchmen and the warned have obligations and 
responsibilities for which they will be held accountable. God takes “no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked” and desires “that the wicked turn from his wicked way 
and live” (Ezek. 33:11).  

What a  terrible fate awaits those who have been warned of their sins but they 
steadfastly refuse to repent! But the most nauseating and despicable thing is the 



professed watchman of God who knows what God’s Word says but refuses to 
sound forth the warning to those living in sin! 

May congregations learn before selecting elders that those who have not 
demonstrated they will hear and heed God’s Word will not sound forth the soul-
saving warning! Let us make sure that our brethren’s and friend’s blood is not on 
our hands! 
 


