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To be righteous one must do that which is right. The Bible affirms such in 
saying, “(My) little children, let no man lead you astray: he that doeth 
righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous”  (1 John 3:7). Abraham’s 
obedient faith was “reckoned [counted, KJV] unto him for righteousness” (Rom. 
4:3, 5). The one the Lord counts or reckons as being righteous is the one whose 
sins are “forgiven” or “covered” (Rom. 4:7). Righteousness is therefore the state 
of one whose obedient faith has been recognized and accepted by God.  

It must be said at this point that Christ’s personal righteousness has never been 
transferred or imputed to man. In commenting on this false Calvinistic concept, 
Guy N. Woods says: 

  
It is by some alleged that in the process of salvation Christ transfers to the 
sinner the righteousness which he possesses and that thenceforth the sinner 
is clothed in the righteousness which Christ himself exhibits! It is a matter of 
grief to this writer that this view is rapidly finding its way into commentaries 
being written by our brethren who have been drinking too long and too well 
from the human cisterns polluted by false teachers. One can only sadly 
wonder what the future holds for succeeding generations who will be 
influenced by these men as they follow the leading of denominational 
theologians in the adoption of the view of an imputation of righteousness 
that is repugnant both to reason and to Scripture … Was not Christ made 
“righteousness” for us? (1 Cor. 1:30). The Lord became the means of 
righteousness for us in that it is through him we are privileged to receive 
“the gift of righteousness” (Rom. 5:17, [Questions And Answers, Vol. 2, pp. 
189-190]. 
Man cannot compare himself with God. The man who is counted by God as 

being righteous is the man whose sins have been forgiven and the man who is 
living an obedient, moral, and upright life. Let us learn lessons from the Psalmist in 
Psalms 37 regarding the wonderful blessings of the righteous man. 

His Little Is Blessed! “Better is a little that the righteous hath than the 
abundance of many wicked” (Psa. 37:16). Coffman’s quote of Spurgeon on this 
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passage cuts to the heart of this matter. Spurgeon said, “For a wicked heart, the 
whole world is not enough.” Coffman adds, “The greed, envy, and covetousness 
that eat like a cancer in the heart of the wicked are insatiable, while the child of 
God learns with the apostles that ‘godliness with contentment’ is great gain.” 

Even though the righteous man may have only a little, he has the blessings of 
the Lord which makes him rich without there being  added sorrows (Prov. 10:22). 

He Is Upheld By God! “For the arms of the wicked shall be broken; but 
Jehovah upholdeth the righteous” (Psa. 37:17). The righteous man is fully aware 
that his strength is not in and of himself! The righteous man is aware of the truth 
stated by Isaiah: “Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy 
God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteousness” (Isa. 41:10). The righteous person will not lean 
upon his own understanding but will trust in God to direct his path (Prov. 3:5-6). 

His Inheritance Is Everlasting! “Jehovah knoweth the days of the perfect 
[upright, KJV]; and their inheritance shall be for ever” (Psa. 37:18). The one who 
strives to “walk in the light, as he is in the light” (1 John 1:7) may have little on 
earth but he has “an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven…” (1 Pet. 1:4). If one is a faithful heir of God, he is an 
heir that will one day receive all the eternal joys that God has promised to His 
children (cf. Gal. 4:6). 

He Is Merciful And Gracious! “The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again; 
but the righteous dealeth graciously, and giveth” (Psa. 37:21). The following 
comments are appropriate: 

  
The wicked may succeed for a time, but eventually they have to borrow in 
order to survive; while the godly have what they need and can lend to others 
(Deut 15:6; 28:12,44). This isn't a promise for every believer at all times in 
all places, for many believers have died in poverty and hunger. Like the 
statements in the book of Proverbs, it's a generalization that proves true in so 
many cases that we can safely apply it to life. [The Bible Exposition 
Commentary]. 
  
He Is Never Forsaken! “I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not 

seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread” (Psa. 37:25). In 
commenting on this controversial passage Coffman says, “Whether or not David 
intended this to be understood as an invariable law of God or not may be open to 
question; but many have accepted it as a valid promise….” The Pulpit 
Commentary states:  

It is most natural to understand this literally...The social condition of the 
Israelites was very unlike that of modern European communities. Though 
there were rich and poor among them, there could scarcely be any that were 
very poor. Where there was a general obligation upon all well-disposed 
persons to lend to such as were in need, and no interest could be asked upon 
loans, and in the year of jubilee all debts were remitted, and mortgaged lands 
returned to their original owners or their families, actual begging was 



scarcely possible, and at any rate could only be brought about by extreme 
and reckless misconduct. 
He Possesses Heavenly Wisdom (vss. 30-32)! When the Word of God is laid 

up in one’s heart (mind) then that heart will be able to speak and practice righteous 
wisdom. Truly, the righteous man is the only one who can possess “the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding” (Phil. 4:7). 

His Salvation Is Of Jehovah (vv. 39-40)! The righteous takes great comfort in 
trusting in the mighty hand of God for refuge. The righteous realize that they are 
“more than conquerors through him that loved us” (Rom. 8:37) and will be utterly 
victorious in that Day! 
 
 
 


