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The circumstances in which our Lord found Himself more often than not 
became an occasion of revealing His divinity and character. His uniqueness was 
usually clearly demonstrated for all to see. In John 18:1-11, we see His divinity 
and character revealed in a manner that should be beneficial to all desiring to 
submit to His will. Let us benefit from a study of . . . 

His Habit Of Prayer! Judas Iscariot, the betrayer of the Lord, knew the 
location of this “garden” (John 18:1) because “Jesus oft-times resorted thither 
with his disciples” (v. 2). A peaceful and stress free location can allow the mind a 
better environment in which to concentrate on prayer and that which is eternal. The 
point perhaps most worthy of consideration, however, is that Judas knew the Lord 
had a long standing habit of spending time at this location in meditation and 
prayer.  

For our consideration, would our friends even be aware of the fact that we have 
an engrained habit of prayer? The Son of God leaves us an example of the 
importance of praying to the Heavenly Father! 

His Knowledge Of The Future! Jesus was aware of “all the things that were 
coming upon him” (v. 4). He told His apostles before going to Jerusalem that “all 
the things that are written through the prophets shall be accomplished unto the Son 
of man” (Luke 18:31). The Lord, unlike so very many today, knew that the 
inspired Scriptures must be fulfilled.  

Many today profess to know the future and make predictions that never come 
to pass when and as has been predicted. This simply serves to illustrate the truth 
that our knowledge of the future must come from the inspired Word of God and 
not the mind of man! If folks today only had the faith that Jesus Christ had in the 
Holy Scriptures, they would readily reject the false doctrine that contradicts the 
inspired Word. 

His Confession Concerning Himself! When Jesus asked whom Judas and the 
mob were seeking, “[t]hey answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto 
them, I am he” (John 18:4-5). The Lord makes it very clear that He was indeed the 
Nazarene they were seeking. Although reproach was associated with the name 
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“Nazarene,” (John 1:46), Jesus willingly accepts and bears that reproach. If they 
are seeking the One “despised and rejected by men” (Isa. 53:3), Jesus 
unashamedly admits they have found Him. One may choose to either accept or 
reject the Holy One from God, but the Lord wants there to be no doubt that He is 
the Holy One! 

The Jews longed for the Messiah and then rejected Him when He came. People 
today profess to be in love with the Lord and followers of Him while steadfastly 
rejecting and refusing to obey His Word. John sent two of his disciples to the Lord 
asking Him, “Art thou he that cometh, or look we for another” (Luke 7:19)? The 
miracles Christ performed testified that He was indeed the One for whom they 
were looking, and those miracles still testify such today to those that believe! 

His Power Over His Enemies! “When therefore he said unto them, I am (he), 
they went backward, and fell to the ground” (John 18:6). This remarkable 
demonstration of His power was His proof to this faithless group that apart from 
His own will they had no power over Him at all. Jesus taught this truth in John 
10:17-18 saying, “Therefore doth the Father love me, because I lay down my life, 
that I may take it again. No one taketh it away from me, but I lay it down of myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment 
received I from my Father.”  

The Lord’s enemies will not enjoy victory. The grave could not hold Him, and 
all enemies of the cross will meet their eternal doom in the Day of Judgment. 

His Love For His Own! “Jesus answered, I told you that I am (he); if therefore 
ye seek me, let these go their way” (John 18:8). These words spoken by the Savior 
of mankind reveal His attitude toward the evil powers of darkness and the sheep of 
His fold. The Lord was no “hireling” to flee when the wolf attacks the flock!  

There are far too many preachers today who profess to be followers of and have 
faith in Christ only to turn and run when a stand against evil and false teaching will 
jeopardize their status with the majority or result in their unemployment. In 
addressing this most critical matter the Lord said, “I am the good shepherd: the 
good shepherd layeth down his life for the sheep. He that is a hireling, and not a 
shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, beholdeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the 
sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf snatcheth them, and scattereth (them): (he fleeth) 
because he is a hireling, and careth not for the sheep” (John 10:11-13).  

The Lord was willing to face the wrath of His enemies. His chief concern was 
not with His own comfort and safety, but with the safety of those who were His 
followers. It was because the Lord had already stood firm and demonstrated His 
power before His enemies that they were willing to let the disciples go. What an 
example by One who truly loved His followers! 

His Submission To His Father’s Will! “Jesus therefore said unto Peter, Put 
up the sword into the sheath: the cup which the Father hath given me, shall I not 
drink it” (John 18:11)? As a human being, this cup of death was not what the Lord 
desired, but He loved His Father and mankind too much not to willingly submit to 
the agony of Calvary’s cross. It was by His willing surrender and obedience unto 
death that He was able to gloriously triumph in His resurrection from the grave. As 
the Scriptures teach, “though he was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things 



which he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became unto all them that 
obey him the author of eternal salvation” (Heb. 5:8-9).  

May we learn from these circumstances the Lord encountered, and the example 
he left that we “should follow in his steps” (1 Pet. 2:21)! 
  
 
 


