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Jehovah said to Moses, “What is that in thy hand? And he said, A rod” (Exo. 

4:2). We today do not live in the age of miracles as did Moses. God will not use us 
or anything in our possession to produce miracles as they ceased “when that which 
is perfect” (1 Cor. 13:10) came (completed revelation or the Word of God). The 
point is, however, God can use one to accomplish His purposes who is willing and 
prepared to serve . A staff in the hand of a shepherd who was willing to do the 
bidding of God was sufficient to defeat the mighty Pharaoh. 

Are we willing to be the “salt of the earth” and “light of the world” (Matt. 
5:13-14) as we engage in good works to the Father’s glory (Matt. 5:16)? What is 
that in thy hand? Do we only see a book that is called the Bible? God sees “the 
sword of the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17) that is able to comfort and strengthen the righteous 
and rebuke and defeat the wicked. 

To Israel God said, “O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? 
saith Jehovah. Behold, as the clay in the potter’s hand, so are ye in my hand, O 
house of Israel” (Jer. 18:6). A warning that all would do well to remember is this: 
“Woe to him that striveth with his Maker …” (Isa. 45:9)! Because of the way many 
people act toward God today, it appears they believe themselves to be the creator 
and God the created! Adam Clarke had this comment on the potter and the clay: 

Have I not a right to do with a people whom I have created as reason and 
justice may require? If they do not answer my intentions, may I not reject 
and destroy them; and act as this potter, make a new vessel out of that which 
at first did not succeed in his hands? 
America should take notice that God has always ruled “in the kingdom of men” 

(Dan. 4:17, 25, 32; 5:21). Albert Barnes remarks of the arrogant who reject God’s 
purpose: 

When a vessel was ruined, the potter did not throw it away, but crushed it 
together, dashed it back upon the wheel, and began his work afresh, until the 
clay had taken the predetermined shape [we are not affirming Calvin’s view 
of predestination, MLW]. It was God’s purpose that Judaea should become 
the proper scene for the manifestation of the Messiah, and her sons be fit to 
receive the Saviour’s teaching and carry the good tidings to all lands. If 
therefore at any stage of the preparation the Jewish nation took such a course 
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as would have frustrated this purpose of Providence, it was crushed by 
affliction into an unresisting mass, in which the formative process began 
again immediately. 
The way of man is in himself in that he can choose what God has set before him 

— “life and good, and death and evil” (Deut. 30:15). For one to choose evil is to 
ensure that God’s severity and wrath is visited upon him (Rom. 11:22)! The 
admonishment of Hezekiah is still worth remembering: “Now be ye not stiffnecked, 
as your fathers were; but yield yourselves unto Jehovah, and enter into his 
sanctuary, which he hath sanctified” (2 Chron. 30:8). 

To Jeremiah God said, “Is not my word like a fire” (23:29). False teachers 
who twist and pervert the Sacred writings, word merchants who peddle what 
itching ears desire to hear, and worldly dreamers will one day incur the scorching 
heat of God’s Word. The writer of Hebrews says, “For the word of God is living, 
and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the 
dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the 
thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). A fire can be warm and delightful 
or cause intense pain and misery. A person chooses whether or not to be the chaff 
that burns or the precious metal that is purified by the fiery Word of God! 
Matthew Henry sums up quite well in saying: 

Fire has different effects, according as the matter is on which it works; it 
hardens clay but softens wax; it consumes the dross, but purifies the gold. So 
the word of God is to some a savour of life unto life, to others of death unto 
death. God here appeals to the consciences of those to whom the word was 
sent. 
To Ezekiel God said, “Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O 

Lord Jehovah, thou knowest” (37:3). The kingdom of Israel that was so powerful 
and prosperous during the rule of David and Solomon had fallen on hard times. 
Because of disregard for God’s Word, Babylon was allowed to carry God’s people 
into captivity. They were removed from their land and thus “dead” as a nation 
(Ezek. 37:11). But by the power of God, they were to be restored to strength and 
life and return to their own land (37:13-14).  

Spiritually speaking, one can be dead today because of service to Satan and the 
bondage of sin (Col. 2:13). Can these “dead ones” live again? Yes, the gospel is 
God’s power to resurrect those dead in their trespasses and sins (Rom. 1:16). When 
one is a “dry bone” (dead in sin and separated from God), he must hear and obey 
the Word of the Lord to live. The wages of sin is always death (Rom. 6:23), but 
those who obey and serve the Lord are promised eternal salvation (Heb. 5:9). 

To Israel God says, “Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger 
that I send” (Isa. 42:19)? God is here addressing the fact that even pagan nations 
are not more blind than His own people — Israel. The Jews who professed to be 
God’s people were blinded to His truth. The Jewish nation should have been God’s 
“messenger” to all other nations, but they failed to practice true religion and 
entangled themselves in sin and idolatry. This blindness and deafness is always self 
inflicted! 

Many today profess to be Christians while being blind to the authority of Christ 
and deaf to His truths. One is not a servant of Christ who refuses to abide in His 



teaching. Did not Christ say, “If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly my 
disciples; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 
8:31-32)? Will you choose to be a faithful servant of the Lord? 
 


