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To Jeremiah God said, “What seest thou,” not once, but twice (Jer. 1:11, 
13). The first time Jeremiah saw “a rod of an almond-tree” (v. 11).  Just as the 
almond tree in bloom signals that spring is near, so will God’s Word soon come to 
pass regarding the destruction of Jerusalem. The second time Jeremiah saw “a 
boiling caldron; and the face thereof is from the north” (v. 13). This refers to the 
Babylonian assault that would carry Jerusalem into captivity. Both Israel and Judah 
could have avoided their captivities if they had possessed hearts to do what God 
would have them do as his people. Jeremiah believed and taught that God’s Word 
was sure, but his message fell on deaf ears. 

Most people today do not find God’s Word to be attractive. God’s goodness is 
heralded forth by all who believe the Bible, but God’s wrath  is downplayed and 
not emphasized by even most who call themselves Christians. So many people do 
not want to be reminded of Paul’s inspired words to the Roman brethren: “Behold 
then the goodness and severity of God: toward them that fell, severity; but toward 
thee, God’s goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt 
be cut off” (Rom. 11:22). Even many members of the church today need what John 
said the church at Laodicea needed — “eyesalve to anoint thine eyes, that thou 
may see” (Rev. 3:18). The psalmist said, “...the commandment of Jehovah is pure, 
enlightening the eyes” (Psa. 19:8). As Coffman stated, “The only eye-salve, 
therefore, that will do spiritual blindness any good is the word of the Lord.” What 
does a Christian see today who reads the Word of God? 

Does he see opportunities to serve and worship God as the Bible instructs one 
to do (Luke 9:62; John 4:24)? Does he see his obligation to “work that which is 
good toward all men, and especially toward them that are of the household of the 
faith” (Gal. 6:10)? Does he see that in order to save his soul he must “contend 
earnestly for the faith” (Jude 3)? Does he see that to be faithful to God he must 
“have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness; but rather even reprove 
them” (Eph. 5:11)? Does he see that one who “goeth onward and abideth not in 
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the teaching of Christ, hath not God …” (2 John 9)? Does he see that if one brings 
not the teaching of Christ such one cannot be greeted and fellowshipped without 
partaking “in his evil works” (2 John 10)? Does he see that he must be a doer of 
the Word and not just a hearer (James 1:22). To hear God’s Word and refuse to do 
what the Word says to do is to delude oneself! Ezekiel was told, “Set thy heart 
upon all that I shall show thee…” (40:4). John Gill’s insight on this verse is worth 
remembering. He says, “Unless a man’s heart is taken with what he sees and hears, 
it will soon be gone from him.”  

What do you see when you cast your eyes upon the Holy Bible? Hopefully, you 
will see the only book that can save your soul and lead you to eternal life. May all 
of us choose to give God’s Word the respect and honor it deserves! 

To Cain God said, “Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: am 
I my brother’s keeper” (Gen. 4:9)? This question gets to the heart of some of the 
ills of both society and the church. Coffman’s comment on the above question was 
this: 

What a brutal and selfish response was this! All men are obligated to one 
another, and no man has the right to seek his own selfish ends without regard 
to what the effect may be upon others … The utter depravity and selfishness 
of sin appears here in a very ugly light. 
Andrew found his brother, and brought him to the Lord (John 1:42-43). If we 

are indeed the Lord’s servants and believe what the Bible says about the value of a 
soul (Matt. 16:26), we will look for opportunities to find and teach others. Where 
one will exist throughout eternity may very well depend upon your seeking to 
persuade him of God’s glorious truths! 

Isaiah heard the Lord’s voice saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us? Then I said, Here am I, send me” (Isa. 6:8). We choose whether to walk 
with God or fight against Him (cf. Matt. 12:30). God never forces or coerces one to 
serve Him. James Smith said, “There is no compulsion in the service of God but 
the compulsion of love.” The Lord has no servants but those who are members of 
the body of Christ. Neither Christ nor the apostles are on earth today, so it remains 
the task of Christians to labor in the vineyard. Will your love for God motivate you 
to serve as a faithful steward? Paul reminded the brethren at Corinth, “Here, 
moreover, it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2). 
Will your attitude as a member of the Lord’s church be — “Lord, here am I, use 
me?” 

To Joshua God said, “Get thee up, wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face” 
(Josh. 7:10, KJV). There is a time to pray and humble one’s self before God, and 
there is also a time to be up and about His business. We must be willing to confess 
our sins and turn from them, but we must not “lie on our face” until we become a 
grief to Jehovah God.  

Matthew Henry comments on this verse as follows: 
God encourages Joshua in his present despondencies, and the black and 
melancholy apprehensions he had of the present posture of Israel’s affairs 
….no doubt Joshua did well to humble himself before God, and mourn as he 
did...but now God told him it was enough, he would not have him continue 
any longer in that melancholy posture, for God delights not in the grief of 



penitents when they afflict their souls further than as it qualifies them for 
pardon and peace; the days even of that mourning must be ended. 
The great truth to remember is that we must redeem the time (Eph. 5:16) for 
“the night cometh when no man can work” (John 9:4). 

 
 


