
 
 

Penetrating Questions Penetrating Questions Penetrating Questions Penetrating Questions About Salvation  # 2About Salvation  # 2About Salvation  # 2About Salvation  # 2    
 

 

 
 
 

Last week’s article dealt with questions that shed light on sin, and this article is 
the second in a series that will ask questions about salvation. Asking questions is 
an effective way to persuade people to think about important matters, and nothing 
is more important than the salvation of one’s soul. 

To Hagar God said by way of an angel, “What aileth thee, Hagar? Fear not. 
For God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is”  (Gen. 21:17). God has 
always been concerned with people and their needs and has a compassionate ear 
attuned to the cry of a desolate and penitent heart. Hagar was not thinking of future 
years but the present moment. It seemed most likely to her that she and Ishmael 
would die of thirst. God, however, had made a promise to Abraham, and Ishmael 
would become a great nation because he was Abraham’s seed. God provided water 
(and life) for she and the lad (Gen. 21:19-21). 

If God were to ask today, “What aileth thee?” – what would He have in mind? 
Is it not amazing that people readily recognize their need for physical water while 
having not a care that they are dying for lack of the “water” of “eternal life” (John 
4:13-14). Most people will either not realize or admit the need for spiritual 
nourishment until it is eternally too late! Because of the promise made to Abraham 
that eventually brought forth the Messiah (Gal. 3:24-29), the Great Physician has 
the remedy for sin (Rom. 1:16) which separates man from God (Isa. 59:1-2). 

To God’s people during Isaiah’s day, “To whom then will ye liken me, that I 
should be equal to him? saith the Holy One” (Isa. 40:25)? Can you imagine one 
comparing God to some created thing? God is the Creator, not the created! 
Jehovah, the Fountain of Life, cannot be compared to the broken cisterns of the 
earth. His way cannot be compared to man’s way. God was forthright in saying, 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith 
Jehovah. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa. 55:8-9). Jeremiah 
understood this truth and said, “O Jehovah, I know that the way of man is not in 
himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (10:23). Where will one 
find such mercy, power, willingness and ability to save one’s soul? Salvation will 
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not be found in any man-made idol or in any human flesh. There is nothing that 
has been created that one can liken unto Jehovah God! 

God says to Jerusalem, “Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give 
ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. To what purpose is the 
multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord”  (Isa. 1:10-11, KJV)? “Ye 
rulers of Sodom” and “ye people of Gomorrah” are phrases that simply indicate 
Jerusalem had made herself to be as sinful as these other cities. The truth is clearly 
stated that one’s gifts or sacrifices are not acceptable unto God as long as the heart 
is at enmity with God. Commanded sacrifices under the Old Law were not to be 
ignored, and neither are commanded acts of worship to be ignored under the New 
Covenant. One is not at liberty, however, to choose which commandments to obey 
and which to disobey. This was King Saul’s downfall. “And Samuel said, Hath 
Jehovah as great delight in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice 
of Jehovah? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 
rams” (1 Sam. 15:22). 

One today can assemble on the Lord’s Day, engage in prayer and Bible study, 
give of his means, and partake of the Lord’s Supper and still have God reject his 
worship. Why? God will not accept our worship and offerings on Sunday if we are 
content to exhibit Sodom and Gomorrah like lifestyles during the week! 

Jehovah questions His people, “Wherefore do ye spend money for that which 
is not bread? and your labor for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness” 
(Isa. 55:2). Why is it that people will set their affections on things guaranteed to 
perish, and leave their own imperishable soul to eternal destruction? Barnes 
comments on the above verse as follows: 

The idea here is, that people are endeavoring to purchase happiness, and are 
disappointed. Bread is the support of life; it is therefore emblematic of 
whatever contributes to support and comfort. And in regard to the pursuit of 
happiness in the pleasures of life, and in ambition, vanity, and vice, people 
are as much disappointed, as he would be who should spend his money, and 
procure nothing that would sustain life. You toil, and expend the avails of 
your labor for that which does not produce satisfaction. What a striking 
description of the condition of the world! 
  
Upon hearing God’s Word proclaimed on Pentecost, the people ask Peter 

and the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do” (Acts 2:37)? The answer given is 
unmistakably clear: “Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). At this point in their lives, these people needed to repent 
and be baptized. These two acts stand or fall together! One cannot acceptably 
obey one and disobey the other. Baptism is “unto” or “for” the remission of sins. 
The gift of the Holy Spirit is salvation (cf. Eph. 2:8-9). Will one do today what 
those who were added to the Lord’s church (Acts 2:47) did on Pentecost? 

The “bread of life” that will sustain the soul is available to all. There is indeed 
a price to pay and a sacrifice to make, but this “bread” cannot be purchased with 
silver and gold. Another penetrating question is this — will you deny self, obey the 



gospel, and choose to walk in newness of life in order to glorify God and save your 
soul? 
  
 
 


