
 
 

 
Penetrating Questions That Shed Abundant Light On Sin  

#1 

 
 
 

It is not that an omniscient God does not know, but Jehovah has asked men 
questions from the beginning to cause them to focus upon Him and the seriousness 
of their sin. Asking questions is an effective way to persuade people to think. 
Jesus, at a very young age, was found in the temple, “sitting in the midst of the 
teachers, both hearing them, and asking them questions” (Luke 2:46). As James 
Smith has said, “Through His ministry [questions] were continually falling like 
coals of fire upon the heads of His unbelieving followers, and often with startling 
effect upon His own beloved disciples.” Let us study some Bible questions that 
will help the honest heart learn the truth about sin. 

To Adam God said, “Where art thou?” (Gen. 3:9). It is surely not the case 
that God did not know where Adam was or that He needed any type of information 
regarding Adam and Eve. The sinful couple were attempting to hide from God, and 
Jehovah uses a question to force them to deal with their disobedience. Two times 
within three verses God uses His prophet Haggai to instruct Judah, saying, 
“Consider your ways” (1:4, 7). Multitudes will be lost at the Judgment because 
they were too foolish to consider their ways!  

To Eve God said, “What is this thou hast done” (Gen. 3:13)? Again, Jehovah 
wants Eve to think seriously about the sin she has committed! Evidently, the vast 
majority of people today do not believe sin to be a serious matter. Members of the 
Lord’s church commit sin and give absolutely no thought to repentance. They 
continue to act as if the sin was never committed and think they can engage in 
acceptable worship. Eve attempts to make an excuse for what should have been a 
humbling experience, and many church members today do likewise. The truth, 
however, is sobering; “Be not deceived; God is not mocked …” (Gal. 6:7)! 

To Cain God said, “Why art thou wrought? and why is thy countenance 
fallen”  (Gen. 4:6)? Cain’s problems and personal irritability were self-inflicted! 
Nothing has changed much hundreds of years later! Why will one who professes to 
be a Christian let his “countenance” fall instead of reasoning together with God 
(cf. Isa. 1:18) and acting upon truth? Many would rather pout or be angry rather 
than make matters right and turn from sin! 
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To the hard-hearted Pharaoh God said, “How long wilt thou refuse to 
humble thyself before me” (Exo. 10:3)? People in their arrogance continue to 
resist obeying God even though the warning is clear: “Pride goeth before 
destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov. 16:18). One who refuses to 
humble himself and submit to all of God’s will has definitely declared war against 
the Almighty! Such a person is fighting a battle that he has been guaranteed to 
lose. Still, many children of God today persist in this exercise of futility. One needs 
to remember the truth that the wise man spoke: “The reward of humility and the 
fear of Jehovah is riches, and honor, and life” (Prov. 22:4). 

To Moses God said, “How long will this people despise me? and how long 
will they not believe in me …” (Num. 14:11)? Will people bury their heads in the 
proverbial sand and not learn from what God has said? The Bible states, “And to 
whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed 
not”  (Heb. 3:18, KJV)? To not believe all that God has commanded will cost one 
his soul! One’s rationalization and excuses for not obeying the will of God is like 
stubble used to prevent a spreading wildfire. Those who cling to the false hope that 
because God is a loving God He will save all need to reflect on the truth stated in 
Romans 11:22: “Behold then the goodness and severity of God: toward them that 
fell, severity; but toward thee, God’s goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: 
otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.” It is then no wonder that Nahum warned: 
“Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness of his 
anger? his wrath is poured out like fire …” (Nahum 1:6). 

To His stubborn people of old God said, “Can any hide himself in secret 
places so that I shall not see him…” (Jer. 23:24)? The wise man taught, “The 
eyes of Jehovah are in every place, Keeping watch upon the evil and the good” 
(Prov. 15:3). The Hebrews writer warned, “And there is no creature that is not 
manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and laid open before the eyes of him 
with whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:13). Eliphaz pretends to know Job’s heart in 
asking, “And thou sayest, What doth God know? Can he judge through the thick 
darkness? Thick clouds are a covering to him, so that he seeth not …” (Job 22:13-
14). The truth is that the “thick clouds” that hide God from us cannot hide us from 
God! 

To Job God said, “Wilt thou even annul my judgment? Wilt thou condemn 
me, that thou mayest be justified” (Job 40:8)? Adam Clarke, commenting on this 
verse, hit the proverbial nail squarely on the head. Clarke says:  

  
Rather than submit to be thought in the wrong, wilt thou condemn My 
conduct, in order to justify thyself? Some men will never acknowledge 
themselves in the wrong. "God may err, but we cannot," seems to be their 
impious maxim. Unwillingness to acknowledge a fault frequently leads men, 
directly or indirectly, to this sort of blasphemy. There are three words most 
difficult to be pronounced in all languages – I AM WRONG. 
God “would have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth” 

(1 Tim. 2:4). It is the case, however, that all of the age of accountability must 
“repent or perish” (Luke 13:3). The pointed truth to believe and remember is that 



the life that is built around impenitent sin is built on the sinking sand and doomed 
to eternal destruction (Matt. 7:24-27).  
  
 
 


