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After the hypocritical Pharisees refused to cast a stone at the woman taken in 
adultery, Jesus instructed her to go and “sin no more” (John 8:11). The Lord 
recognized her sin and the sins of the Pharisees. Since only He has the remedy for 
sin, He again addresses the Pharisees, saying, “I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John 
8:12). Christ then manifests His power as the “light of the world” by giving sight 
to one born blind. Let us study the miracle that was wrought in chapter nine of 
John! 

True Blindness! The Scriptures establish the fact that this man was “blind from 
his birth”  (John 9:1). The Jews sought to attribute his blindness to either his or his 
parent’s sins (v. 2). Many misguided people today believe in hereditary total 
depravity. Such a belief insists that babies are born sinners — inheriting the sins of 
their parents. Ezekiel taught, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die: the son shall not 
bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son; 
the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the 
wicked shall be upon him” (Ezek. 18:20). Christ affirms this truth in saying, 
“Neither did this man sin, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be 
made manifest in him” (John 9:3). The Lord seizes this opportunity and uses this 
man’s blindness to show His mighty power.  

Deliverance From Blindness! Let us notice the instructions to be cured from 
this blindness. The Master again states that He is “the light of the world” (John 
9:5). Now for the cure: “When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and 
made clay of the spittle, and anointed his eyes with the clay, and said unto him, 
Go, wash in the pool of Siloam (which is by interpretation, Sent). He went away 
therefore, and washed, and came seeing” (vss. 6-7).  

Was there special power in the dirt, the spittle, the clay that was formed, the 
pool of Siloam, or in the washing done in the pool? No, not at all! The power is to 
be found in the blind man’s obedience to the Word of Him who is “the light of the 
world.” Likewise today, there is nothing special about the water in which one is 
baptized as obedience to the gospel is where the power unto salvation resides 
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(Rom. 1:16). The man was not responsible for being born blind, but he was 
responsible for accepting or rejecting the instructions of the Savior. If the blind 
man had despised the cure and not obeyed the Lord, he would have remained in his 
darkness. There is no excuse for spiritual blindness, but one must believe and obey 
for there is no other way to be delivered from the darkness of sin. Mark it down 
well, “the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us who are 
saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18).  

Confessing the Truth! The neighbors and friends of the blind man had no 
doubt as to his ability to see. They inquire as to how his eyes were opened (John 
9:10). The unashamed and honest confession is stated for all to hear: “The man 
that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to 
Siloam, and wash: so I went away and washed, and I received sight” (v. 11). The 
blind man knew one thing — what he did to be able to see! His sight was not 
restored by “faith only.” People seeking to be saved today should let the blind man 
teach them about obedience. One cannot save himself by his own schemes or 
works, but by trusting in and obeying the Lord one can do what the Lord says to do 
to be saved! The blind man said he went, he washed, and he received his sight. 
Who will argue that his sight was restored before he went and washed in the pool 
Siloam? Why then argue today that one is saved at the point of belief and before 
being baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). The blind man 
believed Christ and went to the pool and washed. The exact same principle is 
found in Mark 16:16: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
disbelieveth shall be condemned” (Mark 16:16). The blind man had to obey the 
Lord’s commands to receive his sight, and one today must obey the Lord’s 
commands to be saved! 

Conviction In His Obedience! The man born blind told the Pharisees Jesus 
was a prophet (John 9:17). They did not believe the man had been blind until they 
spoke with his parents. His parents boldly said their son was blind from birth, but 
acted as cowards in stating they did not know how he now was able to see or who 
it was that opened his eyes (cf. vss. 18-21). The reason his parents did so was fear 
— fear of the Jews and fear of being cast out of the synagogue (v. 22).  

The Pharisees confront once more the man who was healed and want him to 
agree that Christ is a sinner. The man said, “Whether he is a sinner, I know not: 
one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see. They said therefore unto 
him, What did he to thee? How opened he thine eyes? He answered them, I told 
you even now, and ye did not hear; wherefore would ye hear it again? would ye 
also become his disciples” (vss. 25-27). The Pharisees revile the man and cast him 
out of the synagogue (vss. 28 and 34). They claim to know God but not this man 
called Jesus (v. 29). The man born blind then makes a statement that cannot be 
refuted. He says, “Why, herein is the marvel, that ye know not whence he is, and 
yet he opened mine eyes” (v. 30).  

It is easier for enemies of the cross to revile and persecute than to try and refute 
the truth. In casting the blind man from the synagogue, they cast aside their 
integrity and honesty. So it is today with those wrapped up in their own creeds! As 
long as the veil of unbelief clouds one’s mind, the evidence of the Scriptures are of 
little value. 



The Pharisees claimed to “see,” and yet they were blind to the miracle that 
declared Christ to be the “light of the world.” Do you claim to believe the Bible but 
refuse to obey? Do you call Jesus the Lord, and then refuse to do what He says to 
do to be saved (Luke 6:46)?  

A person may have 20/20 vision, but there is none so blind as the one who does 
not desire to see Bible truth! 
 
 


