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There are many sad statements recorded in God’s Word. One such statement 
comes from the lips of Isaiah as he said, “His watchmen are blind, they are all 
without knowledge; they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; dreaming, lying 
down, loving to slumber. Yea, the dogs are greedy, they can never have enough; 
and these are shepherds that cannot understand: they have all turned to their own 
way, each one to his gain, from every quarter. Come ye, (say they), I will fetch 
wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and tomorrow shall be as this 
day, (a day) great beyond measure” (Isa. 56:10-12). Coffman comments as 
follows about Isaiah’s sad statement: 

As Homer Hailey declared, "The evidence of this paragraph is far stronger 
for the view that Isaiah has turned from prophesying of the captivity, and 
that he is speaking to the people of his own day, summarizing the causes that 
will lead to the captivity of Israel."  ...the Temple of Solomon, at the time 
envisioned here, was still standing; and the abuses mentioned were all 
prevalent in the days of Isaiah and afterward. These were precisely the very 
things that led to the captivity. There is no doubt whatever of Isaiah's 
authorship of all these chapters. If he had not been, Christ would never have 
referred to these passages, accrediting them to the great eighth century 
prophet, Isaiah. All of the critics on earth do not represent any authority 
sufficiently dependable to offset this fact. The terrible failure of the prophets 
and leaders of the Jews during this period of their apostasy was deplorable. 
They are here referred to as dumb, lazy dogs that will not bark. They not 
only neglected their duties as watchmen over the religious affairs of Israel, 
but they were greedy for gain, interested only in the profits they might reap 
from their offices; and they also were given over to laziness, drunkenness, 
and irresponsibility. Isaiah will continue his prophecy regarding such leaders 
in the following chapter. When one contrasts Jehovah's evaluation of those 
dumb, lazy dogs with their high social standing and the prestige which they 
enjoyed during their generation, it raises the question regarding so-called 
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"Christian" writers today who contradict every line of the Holy Bible on the 
principles of a system which in arrogance and conceit is called "higher 
criticism." Are any of Jehovah's words here applicable to them? 
  
A watchmen’s duty obligates him to “look” (1 Sam. 14:16). The Lord’s 

watchmen will be looking for the aggressive movements of the enemy and for any 
signs of backsliding or drawing back among His people. What will become of the 
Lord’s people when He must charge His watchmen with . . . 

Blindness? A blind watchman (Isa. 56:10) is worthless in physical warfare and 
although oblivious to many the same is true in spiritual warfare! God’s 
expectations of His watchmen could not be more clear: “Son of man, I have made 
thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, 
and give them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely 
die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his 
blood will I require at thy hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from 
his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast 
delivered thy soul”(Ezek. 3:17-19). Watchmen who are willing to warn God’s 
people have almost become obsolete!  

Ignorance? What good is a watchman “without knowledge” and only as useful 
as a dumb dog? Modern day watchmen (especially elders) are so infatuated with 
“higher criticism” and the opinions of men that they are ignorant of the mind of 
God! To be a watchman and be ignorant of God’s clearly revealed will is to be a 
miserable failure. When “the blind guide the blind, both shall fall into a pit” (Matt. 
15:14).  

Cowardliness? What good are “dumb dogs” that “cannot bark” (Isa. 56:10)? 
Many elders in the Lord’s church today wear the title only as they are not remotely 
qualified (1 Tim. 3 and Titus 1) to serve the congregation as God’s watchmen. 
They fear men more than God and love the world more than the Lord’s church! 
Having no conviction for a “thus saith the Lord,” they sit in silence as a dumb dog 
would do upon mistaking enemies for friends.   

Laziness? Far too many watchmen are mere dreamers who are content to lie 
down and slumber (Isa. 56:10). These dreamers dream big dreams and boast of 
their dreaming. The problem is that their wishful dreaming is in direct opposition 
to the Word of God! Being too lazy or having no interest to dig deep into God’s 
Word, they are content to skim the surface and dream dreams.  

Selfishness? These shepherds are described as greedy dogs who can never have 
enough of material things and do not understand the Lord’s will because they have 
turned to their own way for their own gain (Isa. 56:11). The apostle Paul spoke of 
the time to come when “men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, 
haughty, railers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural 
affection, implacable, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, no lovers of good, 
traitors, headstrong, puffed up, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; 
holding a form of godliness, but having denied the power therefore. From these 
also turn away” (2 Tim. 3:2-5). A covetous and selfish watchman has no 
inheritance in the kingdom of God (Eph. 5:5)! 



Recklessness! “Come ye, (say they), I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves 
with strong drink; and tomorrow shall be as this day, (a day) great beyond 
measure” (Isa. 56:12). What good is a watchman who consumes strong drink to 
dull his senses and then proudly proclaims that tomorrow will be more abundant 
than today? Satan will continue to rejoice that such watchmen exist! Lack of belief 
in God’s Word will lead to a lack of spirituality and eternal ruin. In this vein, all 
Christians are to be watchmen. “And what I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch” 
(Mark 13:37)! 
 


