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This incident is recorded in complete detail, and yet most denominational 
preachers, teachers, and writers of commentaries never give an accurate 
description of the jailor’s conversion. Prejudice, bias, and preconceived ideas are 
tremendous enemies of truth. And, of course, man-made creeds are the number one 
causes of the above mentioned enemies of religious truth. An open, receptive, and 
inquiring mind is essential to one desiring to save his soul. One will never be led 
astray in imitating the noble Bereans! Luke records, “Now these were more noble 
than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of the 
mind, examining the Scriptures daily, whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11). 
Let us now carefully observe the different incidents that led to the jailor’s 
conversion! 

Demoniac Possession! As Paul and Silas were preparing for prayer, “a certain 
damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met [them]” (Acts 16:16). This demon 
possessed girl was proving to be a “gold mine” for her masters as they in all 
probability sold her demonic ravings as special revelation from God. The girl, 
however, began following Paul and Silas and endorsing them as “servants of the 
most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation” (v. 16). The words the 
girl spoke were the truth, but Paul wanted nothing to do with her deceitful and evil 
masters who were exploiting her for financial gain. It is not that Paul wanted 
confrontation at this point, but he decided he could not delay in casting the demon 
out of the girl. 

Selfishness And Cruelty! “But when her masters saw that the hope of their 
gain was gone, they laid hold on Paul and Silas, and dragged them into the 
marketplace before the rulers, and when they had brought them unto the 
magistrates, they said, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, and 
set forth customs which it is not lawful for us to receive, or to observe, being 
Romans” (Acts 16:19-21). Instead of being thankful for the demoniac’s cure and 
being grateful for her freedom, her masters seek ruin to the servants of God 
because the girl’s restoration to her right mind ended their deceptive money 
making scheme. Religious charlatans today have the same attitude when exposed 
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because “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil …” (1 Tim. 6:10). In 
reality, the spirit that possessed her masters was no better than the spirit that 
possessed the demoniac girl! 

The greed of gain is the reason those of Paul’s day and their modern day 
cousins are at ease in trafficking the souls of men. Religious shysters today pervert 
the precious gospel, peddle the doctrines of men, and promise prosperity to all who 
finance their false agenda! Woe to those who partake and support such evil 
schemes!  

Wonderful Contentment! Because of false charges, Paul and Silas were 
beaten with rods and cast into prison (Acts 16:22-23). The jailor was charged to 
keep the prisoners safe, and thus their feet were placed into stocks (vss. 23;24). 
Although Paul and Silas were lying in a dark dungeon with bleeding and bruised 
limbs, the joy of the Lord so filled their minds that they “were praying and singing 
hymns to God” (v. 25). Only the contentment of knowing that all was well with 
their souls could cause them to rejoice and sing in spite of their treatment and 
circumstances.  

It is stated that “the prisoners were listening to them” (v. 25). Could this not be 
one of the reasons God allowed His servants to be cast into prison? These fellow 
prisoners also profit from the “great earthquake” that shook the foundations of the 
prison and opened the doors as “every one’s bands were loosed” (v. 26).  

Having trusted in the mighty hand of God, Paul and Silas are now not only 
going to be delivered, but will also be able to convert the jailor. 

Sudden Conversion! The sleeping jailor upon awakening and seeing the prison 
doors open was thinking of death instead of salvation. Being responsible for the 
prisoners he assumed had escaped, he drew his sword to commit suicide. “But 
Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here” 
(Acts 16:28). The jailor calls for a light and when he sees no one has escaped he 
cries, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved” (v. 30)? The answer from Paul and Silas: 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house” (v. 31). 
Kittel’s Theological Dictionary of the New Testament describes the word translated 
“believe” (pisteuo) as follows: “to trust” (also “to obey”). Obviously, belief will 
not avail blessings to one who refuses to do what he has been commanded to do! 

The Teaching! “And they spake the word of the Lord unto him, with all that 
were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their 
stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, immediately” (Acts 16:32-33). We do not 
know all that Paul and Silas taught the jailor and his household, but we do know 
their teaching included the command to be baptized into Christ Jesus! We know 
because upon being taught, the jailor and his household were immediately baptized 
into Christ.  

Verses 32-33 are not preached by most today and are given the silent treatment 
in most commentaries. Why? To attempt to honor man-made creeds that decry the 
need for one to be baptized to be saved. One who honors God will do as the jailor 
and his household did! 

Joyful Fellowship! When? After obeying the gospel! Give careful attention to 
verse 34. The jailor “rejoiced greatly, with all his house, having believed in God.” 
This is proof positive that the jailor’s believing God immediately led to him being 



baptized to be saved. The Philippian jailor’s conversion is so clear and convincing 
that denominational preachers must leave out part of the incident to honor their 
false creed! Beware of all who shy from the Word of God! 
 


