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Paul has now lingered in prison for two years. A new governor by the name of 
Festus who is much more honest that the wicked Felix has arrived. Festus, 
however, is a terrible governor, and not capable of standing up to the evil-minded 
Jews. His arrival as the new governor provided the perfect opportunity for “the 
chief priests and the principal men of the Jews” (Acts 25:2) to dispose of their 
thorn in the side — the apostle Paul. These Jewish leader’s hearts were filled with 
hate for Paul and his preaching, and they quickly took advantage of new leadership 
to try and kill Paul. Coffman comments on this situation as follows: 

  
The incompetence of Festus must have been the laughingstock of the whole 
temple crowd in Jerusalem. He was naive, totally ignorant of the devices of 
the people he had come to rule, agreeable, gullible, and obsessed with such a 
desire for popularity that he would gladly have sacrificed an innocent man to 
enhance his standing with the Sanhedrinists. It was that latter trait which, at 
the last, marred Felix's handling of Paul's case. 
  
Howson, quoted by Coffman, says: 
  
Another governor of Judaea opened the prison that he might make himself 
popular; and Felix from the same motive riveted the chains of an innocent 
man. Thus the same enmity of the world against the gospel which set 
Barabbas free left Paul bound. Festus would fall into the same error as Felix. 
  
Evil people who detest truth and the Heavenly Father will stop at nothing in 

their attempts to silence a “thus saith the Lord” and lead souls astray. The evil 
attitude toward truth that existed during the days of the apostle Paul is alive and 
well today! God, however, has never lost control of His creation, and His eternal 
purposes cannot be thwarted by men. May we be reminded of this tremendous 
truth as we study this incident involving the apostle Paul! 

A Cunning Plot! These Jewish leaders besought Festus to favour them and 
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send Paul to Jerusalem so that they could ambush and kill him as he travelled (Acts 
25:3). Festus was seemingly ignorant of the murderous intentions of the Jews and 
looked upon their request as an honourable one. Even though the Jews’ murderous 
plot did not materialize, they were nonetheless guilty of murder in their hearts. 
John reminds, “Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no 
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him” (1 John 3:15). 

A Reasonable Proposal! The enemies of the apostle Paul were surely 
disheartened when Festus refused their request. Caesarea, the Roman headquarters, 
was the proper place to conduct the trial of Paul. Festus, wanting to impress with 
his own power and importance, suggested a group of Jews accompany him to 
Jerusalem and then make their accusation against Paul.  

It was not justice these Jews wanted but rather the death of him who preached 
Jesus and the resurrection. It may be that the providential finger of God is seen in 
using Festus’ vanity with pomp and power to shelter Paul from being murdered. As 
John Wesley states in his commentary, “By what invisible springs does God 
govern the world! Festus' care to preserve the imperial privileges was the means of 
preserving Paul's life.” 

A Renewed Charge! Evil doers never give up! The elite Jews who had 
travelled down with Festus begin to testify at what will be Paul’s fourth defense of 
his actions. Many grievous charges were levied against Paul, but none could be 
proved (Acts 25:7). Those who have chosen to live at enmity with God will always 
love darkness more than light. The Master spoke the truth in saying, “And this is 
the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness 
rather than the light; for their works were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth 
the light, and cometh not to the light, lest his works should be reproved” (John 
3:19-20). The hard hearted Jews of Jesus’ day hated Him without a just cause 
(John 15:25), and the same is true of evil doers who detest Christianity today. 

A Strange Request! “Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of 
these things before me” (Acts 25:9? There is no doubt but that Festus desired to 
placate the Jews and try Paul at Jerusalem. Although wanting to gratify the Jewish 
leaders, Festus realized that Paul, a Roman citizen, could not be compelled to go to 
Jerusalem.  

Festus now becomes “a doubleminded man, and unstable in all his ways” 
(James 1:8). His desire to appeal to the Jewish elite has kept him from allowing the 
light of truth to shine forth. So it is with many today! Men who seek their own 
glory, and not the glory of God, will acquiesce to the desires of evil doers if it 
feathers their own proverbial bed. This attitude will destroy any congregation 
today, and will keep the work of the Lord from accomplishing what it otherwise 
could accomplish. 

An Appeal To His Rights! When the apostle Paul saw that his judge was likely 
to be influenced by his bloodthirsty enemies, he appealed to his rights as a Roman 
citizen. “But Paul said, I am standing before Caesar's judgment-seat, where I 
ought to be judged: to the Jews have I done no wrong, as thou also very well 
knowest … I appeal to Caesar” (Acts 25:10-11). As a Roman citizen not proven to 
be a criminal, Paul had this right. When Festus answered and said, “Thou hast 
appealed unto Caesar: unto Caesar shalt thou go” (Acts 25:12), it was another 



victory for the mouthpiece of God. Again, the providential finger of God appears 
to be at work! Previously, the Lord told Paul, “Be of good cheer: for as thou hast 
testified concerning me at Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome” 
(Acts 23:11). Now Paul has the privilege of going to Rome and being freed of all 
accusations, and then preaching the glorious gospel in that city.  

May we learn to trust in the Lord and His power! All the evil doers in this world 
will not be able to render powerless the mighty finger of God! 
  
 
 


