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The manner in which God provides for man as well as His ability to use the events of the world to 
accomplish His purposes are often times referred to as providence. One word of caution is necessary 
from the beginning of this study — God's providence never destroys the free moral agency of man as 
one can always choose to obey or disobey God! Jehovah's general providence is seen in the truth that 
He has never relinquished control of His creation. Daniel reminds all who will hear "that the Most High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the lowest of 
men" (Dan. 4:17). It is not, however, the general providence of God that will be discussed, but rather 
God's special providence among His people who love Him and obey His commands. 

Romans 8:28 is usually referenced in a study of God's providential care of His people. Paul says, 
"And we know that to them that love God all things work together for good, even to them that are called 
according to his purpose " (Rom. 8:28). One must not lose sight of the truth that "them that love God" 
and "them that are called according to his purpose" refer to the same group of people — Christians! 
      It is imperative that one keeps Romans 8:28 in its proper context. In verse one of this chapter, Paul 
speaks of "no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus " (v. 1). He then contrasts the "law of the 
Spirit of life" with the "law of sin and of death" (v. 2). He next says that "the mind of the flesh is death" 
but "the mind of the Spirit is life and peace" (v. 6). Paul then says that the sufferings of this world "...are 
not worthy to be compared to the glory which shall be revealed..." (v. 18). 

The "all things" surely includes sickness, sorrow, sufferings, and pain in this life. Paul did not say 
that everything that one endures in this life is good, but that all can work out for the good of the child 
of God and the cause of Christ. The persecution of Christians as recorded in Acts was not good in itself, but 
it allowed the scattering of God's people so that the gospel could be spread. Paul's imprisonment is 
something no one would desire, but as a prisoner he writes that his bondage served the "furtherance of 
the gospel" (Phil. 1:12). Joseph surely did not want to be placed in the pit and sold into Egyptian slavery 
(Gen. 37:23), but Joseph's mistreatment and trials would work that which was good for Joseph, Egypt, 
and Israel? 

The phrase "for good" must be correctly understood. Coffman noted that it: 
...cannot mean earthly prosperity, success, bodily health, or any other purely mortal benefit, but is rather 
a reference to the eternal felicity of the soul. Whatever might happen to the Christian in this life, 
absolutely nothing can happen to him, that is, his saved inner self. This is true because God is able to 
overrule every earthly circumstance in such a manner as to compel its contribution to the eternal 
redemption that awaits the children of God. 
Brunner observes: 
No universal optimism is meant - (such as) everything will turn out all right for everybody in any case. 
There stands here the significant limitation, "to them that love God." Work together for good ... speaks of a 
situation in which God is surely at work on the Christian's behalf, but it also speaks' of a situation in 
which the saved person's reaction to life's woes is a controlled response. 

       In His providence, God can open doors of opportunity for his faithful servants. One can see God's 
providence at work in Acts 14:27: "And when they were come, and had gathered the church 
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together, they rehearsed all things that God had done with them, and that he had opened a door of faith 
unto the Gentiles." Opposition always seems to follow those that strive to do God's will. The Father, 
however, can open doors that enemies cannot shut (Rev. 3:7). 

In every temptation that comes one's way, God has promised that there will always be a way of 
escape. Paul reminds the faithful at Corinth, "There hath no temptation taken you but such as man can 
bear: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the 
temptation make also the way of escape, that ye may be able to endure it" (1 Cor. 10:13). There is no 
temptation to do evil that the devil puts before us but what can profit us spiritually if we take the way of 
escape! 

May the faithful cling fast to Paul's words in Romans 8:35-39: 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or anguish, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Even as it is written, for thy sake we are killed all the day long;   we 
were accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels,  nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
"To them that love God" and are "called according to his purpose" are key and essential phrases. 
These will be the ones who will receive God's blessings. It is not said of sinners and those who 
purposely labor for Satan that all things will work together for their good. God's special providence has 
only been promised to His faithful children. 

God's faithful should also take great heart in Paul's saying, "And we know to them that love God all 
things work together for good...." Regardless of the bitter railing of the agnostic which includes liberal 
professors professing to be members of the Lord's church, Paul by inspiration states forthright and 
unequivocally that one can know Bible truth. May we choose to trust God's Word and promises to the 
faithful!  

 
 
 

 


