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The apostle Paul had departed what was perhaps the most difficult area in 
which he had proclaimed the glorious gospel. Coffman observes that Paul did not 
tarry long in Athens “probably because of the arrogant snobbery of the shallow 
intellectuals who dominated Athenian society at that time.” Coffman also quotes 
John Wesley as saying, “The philosophers were too easy, too indolent, and too 
wise in their own eyes to receive the gospel.” So Paul departs Athens and arrives in 
Corinth which was the capital of Achaia in that day. 

Strong morality would also be lacking in Corinth. Coffman says of this city, 
“As could be expected, the city’s morals were the scandal of ancient times.” He 
quotes Blaikock as observing, “The Greek language made a verb out of the city’s 
name [and] to ‘Corinthianize’ meant to practice whoredom.” Some today think that 
morals in this country are at the lowest point in the history of mankind, but a 
careful study of past history will show that such is not the case. This observation 
does not negate the truth that America has expended tremendous effort and energy 
to sink deeper and deeper into the quagmire of immoral debauchery!  

At Corinth, we have insight into Paul’s work as a . . . 
Tentmaker! Upon arriving in Corinth, Paul located Aquila and Priscilla “and 

because he was of the same trade, he abode with them, and they wrought, for by 
their trade they were tentmakers” (Acts 18:3). Paul was consistent in living 
according to the Scriptural principle that he taught — “If any will not work, neither 
let him eat” (2 Thess. 3:10). Instead of becoming a burden to others for his food 
and lodging, Paul was willing to work night and day with his hands (2 Thess. 3:8). 
Paul was educated, capable, and qualified to proclaim the gospel to Athenian 
professors at Mar’s Hill (Acts 22:3), but was humble enough to work as a 
journeyman tentmaker with Aquila. One today will do well to remember, 
“whatsoever ye do, work heartily, as unto the Lord, and not unto men” (Col. 3:23). 

Logician! This term simply indicates that Paul was capable of thinking in a 
logical and rational manner. The Scriptures say, “And he reasoned in the 
synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded Jews and Greeks” (Acts 18:4). Paul 
never reasoned with people simply to win them over to his way of thinking or to 
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prove his superior education. No, not at all! As Paul always did with potential 
converts, he “reasoned with them from the Scriptures” (Acts 17:2). So should we! 

Most people today who profess to be religious attempt to “reason” with people 
from anything and everything but the Holy Scriptures. Man-made creeds, 
emotions, human feelings and thoughts are no substitute for God’s Word! If the 
will of God as revealed in the Sacred Scriptures is not the motivating force in one’s 
life, then that one’s preaching and teaching is in vain and people will remain in 
their sins. 

Witness! “...Paul was constrained by the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus 
was the Christ” (Acts 18:5). Paul not only reasoned with people about Jesus 
Christ, but he was a reliable witness who could testify regarding what he had seen 
and heard. Paul was a reliable witness because his religious knowledge was not a 
product of man’s wisdom and thinking. Paul makes this point clear in stating, “But 
when it was the good pleasure of God, who separated me, even from my mother's 
womb, and called me through his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I might 
preach him among the Gentiles; straightway I conferred not with flesh and blood: 
neither went I up to Jerusalem to them that were apostles before me: but I went 
away into Arabia; and again I returned unto Damascus” (Gal. 1:15-17). The Lord 
and the apostles could say, “...We speak that which we know, and bear witness of 
that which we have seen; and ye receive not our witness” (John 3:11).  

Protester! “And when they opposed themselves and blasphemed, he shook out 
his raiment and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean: 
from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles” Acts 18:6). Paul knew he had an 
obligation to protest this unreasonable opposition from the Jews. Some today are 
of the conviction that one who is a Christian should never protest anything. Not 
true! To stand with Christ, a child of God must protest all ungodliness. It is a 
dangerous and deadly thing to grieve the Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30). One who twists 
and perverts the gospel or will not use the gospel to protest wickedness certainly 
grieves the Holy Spirit. One must never forget the warning of the prophet of God 
who said, “When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him 
not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; 
the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thy 
hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from 
his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul” 
(Ezek. 3:18-19). 

Soul-Winner! “...many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were 
baptized” Acts 18:8). Paul’s turning away from the hard-hearted and unreasonable 
Jews was the salvation of the receptive and reasonable Gentiles. Paul would seek 
to save souls no matter their nationality or social status; so must we in order to do 
God’s will! 

Beloved Person! “Be not afraid, but speak and hold not thy peace: for I am 
with thee” (Acts 18:9-10). These are the words that matter for they are the words 
of the Lord. If He is pleased then He will provide, and all is well with one’s soul! 

Despised Person! “...the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul… (Acts 
18:12). One must learn to fear the One who can “destroy both soul and body in 
hell”  (Matt. 10:28). If the Lord loves you, it matters not that the whole world 



despises you! To save your soul remember these words, “Woe unto you, when all 
men shall speak well of you” (Luke 6:26).  
  
 
 


