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Luke and others sailed by ship to Assos while Paul chose to travel by land and 
meet them there. The distance by sea was about forty miles and only half that 
distance by land. Thus, the scriptures rightly state, “But we going before to the ship 
set sail for Assos, there intending to take in Paul: for so had he appointed, 
intending himself to go by land” (Acts 20:13). The most likely explanation of Paul 
traveling alone is that he desired time to reflect upon friends he was leaving and 
the imprisonment that was forthcoming. Solitude allowed him more time to 
meditate and pray. 

Paul faithfully kept his appointment to meet the others who had sailed by ship 
(v. 14). He hastened to arrange a meeting with the elders at Ephesus.  Paul’s 
message to these elders gives us tremendous insight into the spiritual character of a 
faithful servant of Christ. Every child of God today would to well to develop these 
traits. Paul was . . . 

Humble! Paul served “the Lord with all lowliness of mind” (v. 19). If one is 
truly “meek and lowly in heart” (Matt. 11:20), there is no room for pride and self-
centeredness! Arrogance has no place in the Lord’s church or in the Christian life. 
Paul’s humility is further seen in him working with his hands to support himself 
and those that were with him (Acts 20:34). One should not be surprised that Paul 
was not embarrassed or ashamed to call himself “the least of the apostles” (1 Cor. 
15:9). Such an attitude is rare in the Lord’s kingdom today as many desire and 
demand to bask in the limelight of their own glory. 

Compassionate! Paul served the Lord “with tears”  (Acts 20:19). He warned all 
who would hear “night and day with tears” (v. 31). No, not the fake tears of the 
greedy mercenaries masquerading as preachers who ask for money and promise 
what they cannot deliver! Paul spoke the glorious truth in love (Eph. 4:15), and 
wept over “the enemies of the cross of Christ” (Phil. 3:18).  

Faithful! Paul says, “how I shrank not from declaring unto you anything that 
was profitable, and teaching you publicly, and from house to house, testifying both 
to Jews and to Greeks repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ”  (Acts 20:20-21). This servant of God did not stoop to the low level of 
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withholding “the whole counsel of God” from his audience (Acts 20:27). One is 
not faithful to himself, to God, or to his fellowman who refuses to proclaim all the 
truths of God’s Word! To withhold God’s truths so as to be able to enjoy 
popularity and the tribute of men is to become a traitor to Christ and His church. 

Trusting! Paul traveled to Jerusalem “not knowing the things that [would] 
befall [him] there” (Acts 20:22). He was willing to be used for the glory of God 
and fully trusted in Jehovah’s ability and power to carry out His purpose. The Holy 
Spirit had revealed to Paul that “bonds and afflictions” would await him in every 
city (v. 23), and yet he did not allow this revelation to produce bitterness and 
undermine his trust in the Lord. 

Devoted! Paul said, “But I hold not my life of any account as dear unto myself, 
so that I may accomplish my course, and the ministry which I received from the 
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God” (v. 24). First, Paul could 
testify as to what he had seen and heard. He was not selected as an apostle as were 
the others, but he was an apostle by miraculous and special revelation (2 Cor. 12:1-
7). Thus, he was “an apostle (not from men, neither through man, but through 
Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead)” (Gal. 1:1). 
There are no apostles today as there are no eye witnesses to Jesus’ miracles and 
teaching during His personal ministry. 

Second, to proclaim the gospel message was more precious to Paul than life 
itself. While most people today are thinking of their own safety and comfort, Paul 
was thinking only of doing the Lord’s will. This is why he could say, “For to me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). 

The Gospel is never proclaimed as it should be unless the one doing so is more 
devoted to glorifying God than himself! As one person said, “He who seeketh great 
things for himself is morally unfit for the service of Christ.” The Lord was well 
aware of the danger of self getting in the way of serving God. This is the reason He 
says, “...If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me” (Matt. 16:24) 

There are great decisions to be made in this life. There is, however, no greater 
decision than deciding to be wholly devoted to the Lord and His church! This 
decision will solve attendance problems, stingy giving, worldly lusts, and the 
indifferent and lethargic disposition of many members of the body. 

Courageous! As has been mentioned, Paul did not hold back from “from 
declaring [to folks] the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). No fear of man could 
muzzle the tongue of this faithful proclaimer of truth. Paul took the warning of the 
Master to heart. Jesus said, “And be not afraid of them that kill the body, but are 
not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell” (Matt. 10:28).  

Too many professed preachers today test the wind to see which way it is 
blowing before they teach or preach! And, too many men who are serving as 
elders are not immune to this fatal flaw! Godly elders and preachers cannot be in 
the people pleasing business and save their souls or the souls of those they serve. 

One needs to remember that if he is not with Christ he is against Him (Matt. 
12:30). One is either walking with the world to the tune of worldly wisdom or he is 
walking “in the light” according to Godly wisdom (1 John 1:7).  



May we be concerned about our spiritual character and the service we render to 
the Lord and others! 
 


