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A great many people are reasonably careful in researching and giving considerable effort to make 
sure they understand worldly matters. After all, they have money to lose or gain and a career to damage or 
boost. Is it not amazing that most folks are acutely aware of secular matters and only slightly interested in 
religious matters? Such is the case even though the Bible forthrightly declares, “For what shall a man be 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and forfeit his life? or what shall a man give in exchange for his 
life”  (Matt. 16:26)? The point is that a person’s soul is worth more than all the riches or all the businesses 
in the world! With such being true, why is it then that most people know so very little about God’s Word? 

It is this writer’s conviction that a popular country song of yesteryear by Stonewall Jackson called 
Waterloo provides one with considerable insight as to why many people think as they do regarding 
religious matters. The gist of the song is ask in a question — “Where will you meet your waterloo?” The 
song mentions three people who failed at a particular point in their lives and in so doing met their 
waterloo. The first person mentioned is Adam (Garden of Eden), then Napoleon of France, and finally 
Tom Dooley. Let us use Adam as depicted in this song to help determine why people think as they do 
about religion and God’s Word. 

The beginning of the song asks the question — “Where will you meet your waterloo?” It then 
declares that Adam was the first in history to be tempted with an apple and deceived. The song then says 
that just for spite the devil made him take a bite and Adam met his waterloo. A great many people would 
quickly concur that this is an accurate description of what occurred in the Garden of Eden. These folks are 
making assumptions without earnestly searching the Bible for the facts! Assumptions in religious matters 
will prove to be very costly as the price paid will be one’s soul. 

First, does the Bible say that Adam was the first person to be tempted? No, the Bible says, “Now 
the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which Jehovah God had made. And he said unto 
the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of any tree of the garden” (Gen. 3:1). The devil first 
approaches Eve and she then gave the fruit to her husband, “and he did eat” (Gen. 3:6). Facts, regardless 
of how small they may seem to be, are extremely important when determining what is or what is not true 
about religious matters! 

Second, the song states that Adam was tempted with an apple! No, it was Eve who was tempted 
by Satan. He approached her and communicated with her — not Adam. Neither does the Bible declare 
that the devil used an apple. The Bible says that Satan asks Eve, “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of 
any tree of the garden” (Gen. 3:1)? Eve replies, “Of the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat: but of 
the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall 
ye touch it, lest ye die” (Gen. 3:2-3). One will observe that the fruit is not identified. It could have been an 
apple, or an orange, pear, or fig. Satan always rejoices today when man takes the liberty to declare what 
God has not declared! One must not add to, take from, or embellish God’s revelation. Doing such will 
lead one away from the truth and cost him his soul (Deut. 4:2; Rev. 22:18-19). 

Third, the song clearly states that Adam was deceived! No, it was Eve who was deceived, and 
Adam simply sinned with full knowledge of what he was doing. The Bible says it was Eve who “saw that 
the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 
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make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat; and she gave also unto her husband with her, 
and he did eat” (Gen. 3:6). Many people would argue at this point and declare that Adam was also 
deceived. Such is an assumption, however, and not a Bible fact. God’s Word says, “For Adam was first 
formed, then Eve; and Adam was not beguiled, but the woman being beguiled hath fallen into 
transgression” (1 Tim. 2:13-14). Adam was not beguiled or deceived by Satan. 

Fourth, the song says that just for spite the devil made Adam take a bite! Wrong again! It was 
not “just for spite” as the devil is in the business of devouring souls! Peter declares, “Be sober, be 
watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 
Pet. 5:8). Neither did the devil make Adam take a bite of the forbidden fruit! “The devil made me do it” 
became a comfortable and popular slogan, but it is a false and damnable teaching. God does not want the 
devil to enjoy victory so He promises: “There hath no temptation taken you but such as man can bear: 
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the 
temptation make also the way of escape, that ye may be able to endure it” (1 Cor. 10:13). In view of this 
truth, the Bible teaches, “Be subject therefore unto God; but resist the devil, and he will flee from you” 
(James 4:7).  

One who resists the devil will flee from idolatry (1 Cor. 10:14) and fornication (1Cor. 6:18). He will 
also “abstain from every form of evil” (1 Thess. 5:22) and will realize that “evil companionships corrupt 
good morals” (1 Cor. 15:33). One cannot cozy up to the devil and expect to live righteously! 

Is it mere assumption or Bible fact? It makes a difference! Is it the church of man’s choice or the 
Lord’s choice (Matt. 16:18; Acts 20:28). Can one worship as he pleases and glorify God or must he 
worship according to truth (John 4:24). Does one have the liberty to add to and take from God’s Word 
(Rev. 22:18-19)? Will God’s grace cover our sin if we continue to live in sin (Rom. 6:1)? 

Is what you believe based upon assumption or Bible fact? Your soul is at stake! 

 
 


