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It is indeed possible to grieve the Holy Spirit as He is not a mere influence but a 
gracious and loving personality. The brethren at Ephesus were warned, “And 
grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, in whom ye were sealed unto the day of 
redemption” (Eph. 4:30). All of the attributes of Deity are a attributed to the Holy 
Spirit. The works of the Holy Spirit attest to His personality. First, the Spirit 
speaks: “But the Spirit saith expressly, that in later times some shall fall away from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons” (1 Tim. 4:1; cf. 
Acts 8:29; 10:19). Second, the Spirit witnesses or testifies: “But when the 
Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of 
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall bear witness of me” (John 
15:26). Third, the Spirit teaches and quickens the mind: “But the Comforter, even 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto you” (John 14:26). 
Fourth, the Spirit guides: “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he shall 
guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but what things 
soever he shall hear, these shall he speak: and he shall declare unto you the things 
that are to come” (John 16:13). We do not live in the miraculous age today, but 
these the above Scriptures clearly depict the Holy Spirit as a personality. 

Not only can the Holy Spirit be grieved, but He can be lied to and resisted (Acts 
5:3; 7:51), blasphemed (Mark 12:31-32), and despised (Heb. 10:29). Such cannot 
be affirmed of a mere influence or principle! One can grieve the Holy Spirit today 
by. . . 

Unholy And Profitless Speech! The apostle Paul admonished, “Let no corrupt 
speech proceed out of your mouth, but such as is good for edifying as the need may 
be, that it may give grace to them that hear . . . Let all bitterness, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamor, and railing, be put away from you, with all malice” (Eph. 4:29, 
31). Communication that in no way edifies but rather has a corrupting influence 
upon the hearer must indeed grieve the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of Truth can have no 
fellowship with frivolous and lighthearted talk regarding sacred matters.  
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A brochure received describes one preacher as bringing “a lighthearted 
perspective to the gospel.” It is true that one definition of “lighthearted” can be 
“happy and relaxed; not weighed down with worries or troubles.” Another 
definition, however, and the troublesome one, is “entertaining in an amusing 
carefree way.” Brethren, the way the word “lighthearted” is generally understood, I 
take exception that one can have a “lighthearted” perspective regarding the gospel. 
It would not be a compliment for one to say that I have a “lighthearted perspective” 
regarding sacred matters! Lighthearted about what — the church, the blood of 
Christ, the plan of salvation, Christian living, singing, or the Lord’s Supper? I think 
not! 

Ignoring His Presence! It is not meant by this that the Holy Spirit is exerting 
some miraculous presence upon folks today. It is meant that the Holy Spirit exists, 
and is the giver and sustainer of Divine Revelation. One should not grieve the 
Spirit by ignoring or choosing to forget the revealed Word.  

Rejecting His Teaching! It was by rebellion against His leading that Israel 
“rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit” (Isa. 63:10). In this chapter you have God, 
“the angel of his presence” (Isa. 63:9 — seemingly the second person of the 
Godhead, Jesus Christ), and the Holy Spirit. Israel had chosen to rebel against the 
entire Godhead!  

The Spirit reveals to us the Word of God and thus when we obey and follow the 
Word we are being led by the Spirit. The Spirit is grieved when one through 
prejudice or unbelief refuses to accept His revelation. A question — are we 
grieving the Holy Spirit if we are not growing in knowledge of God’s Word (2 Pet. 
3:18) and following in the Lord’s steps (1 Pet. 2:21)? 

Conniving At The Things That God Hates! The Holy Spirit is opposed to sin 
in any form or fashion. All worldliness and self-seeking glory is antagonistic to the 
Spirit’s nature and mission. Can we be more sensitive than the Holy Spirit? If we 
are ashamed or afraid to rebuke what He rebukes and exalt what He exalts, then we 
are not in fellowship with the Spirit. One must never grieve the Spirit by 
encouraging or supporting the ungodly in their sins! A faithful child of God will 
“have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather [will] reprove 
them” (Eph. 5:11). 

Mistreatment Of Children Of God! Spiteful, mean-spirited, and hurtful 
thinking leads to spiteful, mean-spirited, and hurtful speaking! Such action grieves 
the Holy Spirit who is concerned with love and unity. Christ prayed for oneness 
(John 17:21), and whatever is done to hinder such grieves the Spirit by marring the 
precious unity of the body of Christ. One must never allow standing firm for the 
truth become an excuse for being mean, sarcastic, and spiteful. May we always be 
motivated to speak the “truth in love”  (Eph. 4:15)! 

Trusting In Self! How it must grieve the Spirit to see people trusting in 
themselves and their wisdom instead of the powerful and wise Word of God that 
He has revealed! It would serve many people well today to remember these words: 
“Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart, And lean not upon thine own understanding” 
(Pr. 3:5). 
 


