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A transformation is to occur when one obeys the precious gospel and becomes a 
child of God. One cannot remain as he has been. There are only two possibilities 
that exist for a human being of the age of accountability; he is either a child of God 
or a child of Satan. Jesus stated it like this: “He that is not with me is against me 
…” (Matt. 12:30). There is no middle or neutral ground when it comes to the Lord 
and the devil, and one cannot serve both at the same time. The Scriptures declare, 
“No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one, and love the other; 
or else he will hold to one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon” (Matt. 6:24). Let us observe some things that must occur when one 
becomes a Christian! 

One Becomes A New Creature! “Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he is a 
new creature: the old things are passed away; behold, they are become new” (2 
Cor. 5:17). One’s repented sins are washed away by baptism (immersion) into 
Christ (Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:4). This means that worldly habits must be resisted, and 
they will no longer be practiced as a way of life. One cannot serve God while 
walking with the Devil! The decision to become a new creature in Christ Jesus 
should put an end to worldly living. 

A new creature will not try and snuggle up as close to sin as possible. A child of 
God will give a wide berth to anything that appears to be sinful. Paul warned the 
brethren at Ephesus to “have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather even reprove them” (Eph. 5:11). One must remember that the devil is a 
cunning and formidable foe. Peter warns, “Be sober, be watchful: your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 
5:8). Never underestimate the devil and his ability to find a chink in our armor! 
May we strive to behave as new creatures in Christ Jesus! 

One Will Crucify Self! No, not literally, but as Paul says, “I have been 
crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ living in me: and 
that life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me” (Gal. 2:20). One who is a faithful 
child of God must not only renounce worldly things and ways, but will have the 
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more difficult task of renouncing self. Self has derailed many a person who would 
otherwise be traveling the path that leads to eternal life.  

Self’s number one enemy may very well be pride. The warning is clear 
although many Christians ignore it. God’s word declares, “Pride goeth before 
destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov. 16:18). The Psalmist 
described pride as being like a chain around one’s neck (Psa. 73:6). Pride keeps 
folks from obeying the gospel. Pride keeps Christians from repenting of 
wrongdoing. Pride will persuade one to not forgive another who is penitent and 
seeking forgiveness. Pride will steadfastly refuse to admit guilt. Pride will blame 
others and excuse self.  

The prodigal won his battle with pride. He said, “I will arise and go to my 
father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy 
sight” (Luke 15:18). To save our souls, we must do as the prodigal did! 

One Has A Mind Set On Things Above! “If then ye were raised together with 
Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of 
God. Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon 
the earth” (Col. 3:1-2). This world and all that is in it is fleeting and will not last. 
This scene must ever be before us: “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief; in 
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall 
be dissolved with fervent heat, and the earth and the works that are therein shall 
be burned up” (2 Pet. 3:10). One who is too attached to this world endangers his 
soul. 

Let us “seek...first his kingdom, and his righteousness” (Matt. 6:33). Can we 
honestly say that we are doing such? A determination to do such will solve 
attendance problems and will provide the answer to what activities must be 
avoided (mixed swimming, indecent dress (yes, this includes cheerleading), 
dancing, drinking, smoking, and gambling (yes, this includes the lottery and raffle 
tickets for a good cause). May we have our minds firmly set on things above! 

One Will Not Turn Back! So many people have started out traveling the right 
direction and then turned back. Chilling words come from the Lord’s lips in 
saying, “But Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62). A farmer who plows 
must look before him so as not to plow a crooked row. It is the same with the child 
of God who seeks to go to Heaven. One who looks back will be distracted by 
worldly allurements. One who has become a new creature has no need to look back 
on worldly and fleshly activities.  

Looking back is not making forward progress. May we put the sin and filth of 
the world behind us. Lot, his wife and two daughters, were told to flee the sinful, 
homosexual city of Sodom and not look behind them (Gen. 19:17). Mrs. Lot 
wanted one last look; “But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became 
a pillar of salt” (Gen. 19:26).  

The Lord warns us, “Remember Lot’s wife” (Luke 17:32). Let us remember as 
Christians we must not turn back to worldly ways! 
 


