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The precious gospel contains facts to be believed, commands to be obeyed, 
promises to be enjoyed, and warnings to be heeded. The Holy Scriptures makes it 
abundantly clear that the wise person will build on the proper foundation. The Lord 
taught, “Every one therefore that heareth these words of mine, and doeth them, 
shall be likened unto a wise man, who built his house upon the rock: and the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
and if fell not: for it was founded upon the rock. And every one that heareth these 
words of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, who built 
his house upon the sand: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and smote upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall thereof” 
(Matt. 7:24-27). 

If not Jehovah God, then who has the authority to tell mankind how and upon 
what spiritual foundation to build? The New Testament is the only blueprint or 
pattern to follow in making sure that we build according to God’s divine will. The 
writer of Hebrews states, “Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, 
seeing there are those who offer the gifts according to the law; who serve that 
which is a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, even as Moses is warned of 
God when he is about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all 
things according to the pattern that was showed thee in the mount” (Heb. 8:4-5). 
The pattern of the tabernacle was a type of the pattern for the Lord’s church! 
Those who desire to follow Christ today have commandments to keep (John 14:15) 
and a “rule to follow”  (Gal. 6:16). This is why Peter issues the inspired edict that 
says, “if any man speaketh, speaking as it were oracles of God …” (1 Pet. 4:11).  

God has always been concerned regarding the attitude of man. A most powerful 
verse that cuts to the heart of the matter says, “God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). Three great truths stand 
out in this passage of Scripture. First, the object of our worship is God! Second,  
the Father must be worshipped according to truth (His pattern must be followed). 
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Third, one must always manifest the proper spirit or attitude that becomes a child 
of God and glorifies the Heavenly Father. 

An attitude that reluctantly serves and worships God is of no avail! There 
are many members of the Lord’s church today who are not happily abiding by 
God’s divine pattern – they long to be more progressive (liberal) than the Bible 
allows. Their attitude is the same as the little girl who reluctantly obeyed her 
mother’s command to sit down. The little girl murmured, “I may be sitting down 
on the outside, but on the inside I’m still standing up.” If we are not happy and 
pleased to serve and worship God the way He has authorized, then whatever 
worship and service we engage in is in vain (cf. Matt. 15:8-9; John 14:6). 

This progressive movement that is sweeping through many churches of Christ 
is in direct opposition to the Lord and Holy Scripture. The apostle John writes, 
“Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: 
he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son. If any 
one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not into your 
house, and give him no greeting: for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his 
evil works” (2 John 9-11). The late Guy N. Woods commenting on these verses 
correctly said: 

  
The verb “goeth onward” is from the Greek proage, to progress. The 
meaning: Whosoever becomes progressive and abides not in the teaching of 
Christ hath not God … Progress is good only when it is in the direction of 
Christ, and not away from him … Any movement which is away from the 
teaching of Christ is progress in the wrong direction, and results eventually 
in the loss of God Himself. 
  
An attitude that does not desire to know what the Bible teaches on a 

subject is wrong. Many have been convinced that they will be guiltless before 
God if they remain ignorant of the Lord’s truths. Diligent study so that one might 
stand approved before God in not in vogue today. So many people do not want to 
hear what the Bible teaches regarding marriage, divorce, and remarriage. They do 
not want to be taught that eternal damnation will be the outcome of adulterous 
relationships! So many today desire to practice homosexuality and do not want to 
hear that such is an abominable sin that sentences the soul to an eternal hell (Lev. 
18:22; 20:13; Rom. 1:26-27; 1 Cor. 6:9-11). Neither do they want to hear that the 
act of baptism will not sanctify, justify, nor make holy that which God has labeled 
as unholy, sinful, and an abomination! 

An attitude that is too proud to admit error is wrong! Many say, “I know 
what that verse of Scripture says but I just feel that the Lord is pleased with the 
way I worship.” Some church members know what the Bible teaches but are 
determined to live and act like worldly people. Members of the church must 
always guard against pride keeping them from seeking complete understanding of 
Biblical principles. Remember that “pride goeth before destruction, And a haughty 
spirit before a fall” (Prov. 16:18)! 

An attitude that refuses to honor and obey the Lord will cost one his soul! 
Jesus said, “If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments” (John 14:15). Such 



love entails obeying the Lord’s plan of salvation (Hearing, Luke 11:28); Believing, 
Heb. 11:6; Repenting, Luke 13:3; Confessing, Rom. 10:9-10; Immersion into 
Christ (Rom. 6:4) and then walking in the light of His Word (1 John 1:7) or 
according to His rule (Phil. 3:16).  

May our attitude be that of the Psalmist who eagerly said, “I was glad when 
they said unto me, let us go unto the house of Jehovah” (Ps. 122:1). 
  
 


