
 
 

 
Needed: The Courage Of The Apostles 

 

 
 
 

The Lord’s apostles were charged to teach and preach the precious gospel to 
every person in the world (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16). The apostles were 
unique in that they were personally chosen by the Lord, were eyewitnesses to His 
miracles and ministry, and were empowered by Holy Spirit baptism (Acts 2). Upon 
the death of the apostle John, the ability to pass along miraculous gifts came to an 
end (cf. Acts 8:13-18; 1 Cor. 13:8-10). As reliable a tradition as any has John 
returning to Ephesus during Trajan’s reign after having been banished to the isle of 
Patmos during the reign of Domitian. Trajan became emperor in 98 A.D., and most 
believe John died a natural death during this period of time. 

Christians today cannot duplicate the miracles of the apostles, but they can 
imitate their great courage and teach the great truths the apostles taught. The 
challenge from the apostle Paul is for brethren to “stand fast, and hold the 
traditions which ye were taught, whether by word, or by epistle of ours” (2 Thess. 
2:15). Such “traditions” are not man-made, but rather divine or apostolic truths. Let 
us now notice some areas where the courage of the apostles is needed today. 

The courage to preach despised truths! The Jews of Jesus’ day became 
“troubled because they [the apostles] taught the people, and proclaimed in Jesus 
the resurrection from the dead” (Acts 4:2). The upset and troubled Jews did not 
deter the apostles from proclaiming the truth regarding this matter. 

The teaching that there is only one scriptural reason to put away one’s lawful 
mate and remarry is despised by the majority of the world (Matt. 19:6-9). Even 
though our friends and relatives become “troubled”  at the teaching of this truth – 
faithful followers of Christ will courageously uphold and honor all of God’s laws. 

Another truth despised today is the teaching that there is only one church 
acceptable unto God (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 4:4; Matt. 15:13), and that one must be 
baptized into that one body in order to be saved (1 Cor. 12:13). The majority of 
people, however, believe that there are faithful Christians in all religious groups 
who will one day inherit a home in Heaven.  

But God has said, “Except Jehovah build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it: except Jehovah keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain” (Psa. 
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127:1). God’s people today need the courage to stand with the apostle Paul and 
say, “Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among you; but that 
ye be perfected together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 
1:10). 

The courage to speak the whole counsel of God! It is in vogue today to 
refrain from teaching on certain subjects for fear of alienating those who are guilty 
and offending others who find our teaching distasteful. The apostles had the 
courage to teach God’s truth and rebuke error on any subject. 

The apostle Paul said that he could be “pure from the blood of all men” only by 
not failing to declare unto folks “the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). Ezekiel, 
God’s prophet of old, warned that Jehovah’s watchman must not fail to warn the 
wicked of their way. God, through Ezekiel, said, “When I say unto the wicked, O 
wicked man, thou shalt surely die, and thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from 
his way; that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at thy 
hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it, and he turn 
not from his way; he shall die in his iniquity, but thou hast delivered thy soul” 
(Ezek. 33:8-9). 

The principle is too clear to miss. One who is a faithful soldier of the cross will 
never fail to warn people to turn from their sins. Disrespect and disdain for the 
word of God will cost one his soul. One who truly desires to go to Heaven will 
take to heart these words of Christ: “And be not afraid of them that kill the body, 
but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him who is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell” (Matt. 10:28). May we have the courage to speak God’s 
truths regardless of the situation or the circumstances! 

The courage to stand in the midst of persecution! Early converts to the 
gospel were persecuted and scattered because of their loyalty to the cause of Christ 
(Acts 8:1-3). The remarkable thing is that in spite of intense persecution they “that 
were scattered abroad, went about preaching the word”  (Acts 8:4). The apostle 
Paul reminds followers of Christ that “all that would live godly in Christ Jesus 
shall suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). Something to burn indelibly upon our 
minds is the fact that Jesus said, “…In the world ye have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

Those who love darkness will always be opposed to those who hate evil. God 
declares the shedding of innocent blood to be an abomination (Prov. 6:17). Since 
there can be blood no more innocent than that of an unborn human being, those 
who practice, submit to, or uphold abortion are guilty of an abominable sin. Those 
who practice, encourage, and condone homosexuality are guilty of an abominable 
act of sin (Gen. 19; Lev. 18:22; 20:13; Rom. 1:26-27; 1 Cor. 6:9). Acts that God 
calls an abomination will forever be such regardless of the number of people who 
support and engage in such acts! Christians must never forget these words of the 
Lord Jesus: “And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and 
men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their works were evil. For every 
one that doeth evil hateth the light, and cometh not to the light, lest his works 
should be reproved” (John 3:19-20). 

As Christians and soldiers of the cross let us make sure that God will not say of 



us as He did those in Ezekiel’s day: “And I sought for a man among them, that 
should build up the wall, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should 
not destroy it; but I found none” (Ezek. 22:30). 

Let us possess the courage of the apostles, and be willing to “stand in the gap” 
to honor the Savior and His Word! 
  
 
 


