
 
 

 
Who Does The Laying Or Lying? 

 

 
 

Editor's Note: I wrote this article in 2001. In making changes, I have 
added approximately one paragraph to the original article. 

The Word of God does not automatically lodge and take root in the human mind 
by chance or some strange quirk of fate. Neither does God miraculously zap man 
with inspired illumination! Many people believe so, however, as they "testify" how 
God has laid some part of His Word or a special message on their hearts. But the 
Bible tells us that God is neither in the "laying" nor lying business! First, the 
apostle Paul makes it abundantly clear that God "cannot lie" (Titus 1:2). Second, 
the apostle Peter said, "Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons" 
(Acts 10:34). Since these two inspired statements are true (John 17:17), one 
desiring to know the truth can easily conclude that if God were to lay a special 
message or part of His Word upon one person's heart, He would have to do likewise 
to every other soul in the world. 

How is the Word of God received? During His earthly ministry Jesus taught, 
"Blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it" (Luke 11:28). It will not 
escape the discerning student that a person must hear the Word of God before he 
can receive it. But does one hear a small, still voice in the night, the angelic voice of 
a guardian angel, or the whisper of God's own voice? None of the above is the 
correct answer. 

The Ethiopian eunuch was reading from the prophet Isaiah when challenged by 
Philip if he understood what he was reading (Acts 8:30). The eunuch confessed he 
needed guidance, invited Philip to join him, and Philip "beginning from this 
Scripture, preached unto him Jesus" (Acts 8:35). Philip, unlike so many today, 
was persuaded of the saving power of the pure and precious gospel (Rom. 1:16). 

The eunuch heard the Word of God taught by Philip and received it into his 
heart. He then demonstrated his faith by obeying the gospel. Does anyone doubt 
that the eunuch was a believer (John 8:24)? Will one argue that he did not repent of 
his sins (Luke 13:3)? Did he rail against Jesus as most Jews of the day had done, or 
was the eunuch willing to confess Him as the Son of God (Rom. 10:9-10)? Many 
folks with religious inclinations will not quibble much about these acts of 
obedience before the eunuch's salvation, but then they scream and holler that 
baptism is not required for one to be saved. Please note the Bible account of the 
eunuch's salvation. "And as they went on the way, they came unto a certain water; 
and the eunuch saith, Behold, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 
(And Philip said, If thou believest with all thy heart, thou mayest. And he answered 
and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.) And he commanded the 
chariot to stand still: and they both went down into the water, both Philip and the 
eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
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the Lord caught away Philip; and the eunuch saw him no more, for he went on his 
way rejoicing" (Acts 8:36-39). 

Where in Acts 8 does it say that Philip told the eunuch he had to be a believer 
in Christ and be immersed in water before he could be saved and go on his way 
rejoicing? The answer is found in Acts 8:35 - Philip "preached unto him Jesus.” 
The preaching of Christ (or preaching of the gospel, Acts 8:40) will always include 
all of God's will on a particular matter. 

Peter makes it clear that baptism is necessary for the remission of one's sins 
(Acts 2:38). Unless one can be saved in his sins and without being born again (Rom. 
6:23; John 3:5), the burial in water (Rom. 6:4) is necessary for one to be saved (Acts 
22:16). Was Ananias playing "word parties" with Saul of Tarsus when he said, "And 
now why tamest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on 
the name of 'he Lord" (Acts 22:16). No, words have meaning! 

The Word of God can, however, be gladly received or foolishly rejected. On 
Pentecost they "that gladly received his word were baptized... "(Acts 2:41). Most 
people who heard the gospel preached on Pentecost, however, refused to submit to the 
will of God and were lost. 

It should not seem strange that the inspired apostle Paul would tell young 
Timothy, "And the things which thou hast heard from me among many witnesses, 
the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 
2:2). People must be taught, and they must be taught the truth if it is to save their souls 
(John 3:32). 

Each person has the responsibility to lay up the Word of God in his heart. 
The Psalmist said, "Thy word have I laid up in my heart, that I night not sin against 
thee" (Psa. 119:11). No one can "lay" something on you that you are unwilling to 
accept. Even if you are willing to receive God's truths, it requires a willingness to be 
taught By the Scriptures so that you might lay them up in your heart [mind]. 

One is lying and a false prophet (1 John 4:1) who advocates that God will lay 
things on people's hearts that they cannot resist. In fact, the only way that God 
attempts to lay information on one's mind is through the Word [Holy Scriptures]. 
Every person will choose to willingly obey or foolishly disobey the Master (Rom. 
6:16). There is no middle ground (Matt. 12:30). 

May we all learn to respect, honor, and stand is awe of the Word of God. May it 
truly be a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our paths (Psa. 119:105)! 

 
 


