
 
 
 
 

What Does Your Preacher Believe About … 
 

 
 
 
 

Brethren have a right to ask what their preacher believes. One who believes the 
inspired Word of God should not hesitate to forthrightly and clearly state his 
convictions regarding spiritual matters. This is not an exhaustive list of all that 
your preacher believes, but it does include some very controversial matters within 
and without the Lord's church. 

The Holy Spirit! The Holy Spirit is deity, the third person of the Godhead. The 
Holy Spirit does not directly aid either the Christian or the non-Christian. Neither 
does the Holy Spirit work in conjunction with the Word of God! The faithful Bible 
student does not deny the fact of the operation of the Holy Spirit but he also 
understands the manner of such operation. The Holy Spirit operates through His 
instrument — the inspired Word of God. One should never forget that the word of 
God is the instrument of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17). 

Does the Holy Spirit indwell the faithful child of God? Absolutely! How? Only 
through the Word! The Holy Spirit reproves (John 16:8) through the Word (2 Tim. 
3:16-17; 4:2). He guides and leads (Rom. 8:14) through the Word (Psa. 119:105). 
The Holy Spirit begets (John 3:5-6, 8) through the Word (1 Pet. 1:22-25). He 
sanctifies (Rom. 15:16) through the Word (John 17:17). The Holy Spirit has given 
us the all sufficient and complete Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16-1 7) "which was once 
for all delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3). There are no latter day revelations or 
present day communication with the Holy Spirit! One does not pray to the Holy 
Spirit but to the Father in the Son's name (Matt. 6:9). 

Marriage-Divorce-Remarriage! Marriage originated in the mind of God and not 
in the mind of man (Gen. 2:18-24). Marriage is between a man and a woman 
eligible to marry — not a man and a man or a woman and a woman! The latter is 
homosexuality or lesbianism that God calls an abomination and sinful (Lev. 18:22; 
20:13; cf. Rom. 1:26-27; 1 Cor. 6:9-11). The general rule for marriage is stated by 
Paul in Romans 7:2-3. Only death can sever a legitimate marriage bond and free the 
surviving spouse to remarry without committing adultery. The only exception to this 
general rule of marriage is given by the Lord in Matthew 19:9. If sexual immorality 
is committed by one spouse, the innocent spouse may put away (divorce) the guilty 
spouse. The innocent mate would have a scriptural right to remarry while the guilty 
mate would have to live a celibate life to be forgiven and save their soul. 

While much more could be said and needs to be said about this matter, there is only 
one scriptural cause that can justify divorce and remarriage — fornication or 
adultery. A breaking of the marriage bond for any other reason is transgression of 
God's law! Those who divorce for other reason must either live singly or be recon-
ciled to each other. 
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The One Church! The religious world today believes that there are many different 
ways, roads, or churches that lead to Heaven. Such belief does not come from God's 
Word! Christ promised to build His church (singular, Matt. 16:18). Paul, speaking 
of Christ, says that God "gave him to be head over all things to the church, which 
is his body ..." (Eph. 1:22-23). Paul taught the Ephesians that "there is one body" 
(Eph. 4:4). Words have meaning! What part of "one" is difficult to understand? In 
the secular world, "one" is easily understood. 

Christ is the "savior of the body" (Eph. 5:23) — not man-made churches! 
Worship In Spirit And Truth! It is not an option; it is imperative if one's soul is 

to be saved he "must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). In sacred matters, truth is 
not defined by man but by God. God's Word is truth (John 17:17), and it natters not 
what how many may otherwise think. As Paul said to the Romans, "let God be found 
'rue, but every man a liar... “(3:4). Any doctrine (teaching) that implies God's Word is 
incorrect is false, and the teacher of such doctrine is a liar! 

Man-made innovations, recreation, entertainment, fellowship with denominations, 
and secular caching have nothing to do with worshipping in spirit and truth! Jesus 
came to "seek and save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10), and such is still should be 
the mission of the Lord's church today. 

Fellowship! One is either with God or against Him (Matt. 12:30). There is no middle 
or neutral ground. It cannot be said more clearly than in 2 Form 9-11: "Whosoever 
goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth 
in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son. If any one cometh unto 
you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not into your house, and give him no 
greeting: for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works. “One cannot add 
to or take from God's Word without sin and incurring the Lord's wrath (Deut. 4:2; Rev. 
22:18-19). One does not have God who fails to abide in His teaching [doctrine). 
Faithful Christians cannot aid, assist, support, or bid Godspeed to such a one without 
becoming a partaker in his sin. A faithful child of God can have "no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness..." (Eph. 5:11). One on the Lord's side will reprove 
instead of fellowship all things that are sinful and unholy! 

Leadership In The Church! It is God who in His wisdom and by His authority has 
forbidden women to have positions of leadership in the church. This does not mean 
that women are less intelligent, inferior, or not as talented as men. God gives His 
reason in saying, "But I permit not a woman to teach, nor to have dominion over a 
man, but to be in quietness. For Adam was first formed, then Eve; and Adam was 
not beguiled, but the woman being beguiled hath fallen into transgression" (1 Tim. 
2:12-14). A woman can teach women and young children and serve in other ways, 
but she has been forbidden by God to assume a position of leadership in the church. 

 


