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 As the apostle Paul said to the Corinthian brethren, I now say to each of you, "Finally, brethren, 
farewell. Be perfected; be comforted; be of the same mind; live in peace: and the God of love and 
peace shall be with you " (2 Cor. 13:11). 

There is great comfort in knowing that there is life beyond this world that is described as "life 
indeed" (1 Tim. 6:19). Even though we may be separated from friends and brethren by multiple 
miles in this life, there is a "life" to look forward to where we will never be separated. Our goal and 
your goal should be to live lives worthy of that "building from God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal, in the heavens" (2 Cor. 5:1). No "tent"(earthly tabernacle) can last forever, but the spiritual 
resurrection body will far surpass the decaying body of mortal flesh. The spiritual body will not be 
subject to pain, suffering, and decay and will thus be enjoyed throughout eternity. 

As we bid one another "farewell," let us always remember that to enjoy that heavenly home we 
must "be...steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). The 
one who grows lax and weary of sacred matters will not see Heaven. The cause of Christ is 
greater than any cause in this world. Our allegiance to the Master must be resolute. Don't let 
Satan talk you out of doing what you can do for the cause of Christ. Never forget that a faithful child 
of God's "citizenship is in heaven" and thus let us patiently "wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ" (Phil. 3:20). 

Let us always remember that the Lord needs righteous servants who will "stand in the gap." 
The cities of Sodom and Gomorrah would have been spared if only ten righteous people could have 
been found (Gen. 18:32). Ezekiel exclaims, "And I sought for a man among them, that should 
build up the wall, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found 
none " (Ezek. 22:30). The moral state of the people of Ezekiel's day was not good, and neither is the 
moral state of our nation good today. Let us be willing to rise up and "reprove, rebuke, exhort, with 
all longsuffering and teaching" (2 Tim. 4:2) whenever needed. 

Let us always remember to be faithful soldiers of the cross who refuse to let the enemy run 
roughshod over us. A soldier who is committed to his cause will always "fight the good fight of the 
faith" (1 Tim. 6:12). The "sword of the Spirit" (word of God) is a powerful weapon that will 
expose the enemy of the cross for all to see. The Christian is obligated to "believe not every spirit, 
but prove the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the 
world" (1 John 4:1). 
The Lord's church must not become a haven for those who have no respect for the authority of 
the Lord (Matt. 28:18). Never give an inch to a false teacher. Innovations in the Lord's church work 
their way in one at a time. Some brethren are now polling certain congregations to see whether or not 
to engage in doing something they have no God given authority to do. Brethren, doctrinal matters are 
never to be voted on! God has already spoken on matters of doctrine and man is not at liberty to 
change "a thus saith the Lord. " In matters of opinion or indifference a Christian is at liberty to forego 
his right, but in matters of doctrine it is never right to ignore or set aside what God has said. 

Let us always remember to be prepared to "to give answer to every man that asketh [us] a reason 
concerning the hope that is in [us], yet with meekness and fear" (1 Pet. 3:15). As a Christian, we 
have an obligation to know what is in the Bible! So very many people will lose their souls because 
they lack Bible knowledge, (cf. Hosea 4:6). It is one thing to think that you are right and another 
thing to know that you are right. All of God's Word is right, therefore, we must be familiar with it (Psa. 
119:172). 

Paul said, "Give diligence (Study, YJV) to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that 



needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). One will never 
accurately handle the Word of God who does not take the time to study his Bible! 

Let us always remember that the "supplication of a righteous man availeth much in its 
working" (James 5:16). We need to remember the Lord's church in our prayers. We need to fervently 
pray that the gospel has free course throughout the world. Let us also remember to pray ac-
cording to the Lord's will (1 John 5:14) and to not "ask amiss" (James 4:3). 

Let us always remember to "seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right 
hand of God. Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon the earth" 
(Col. 3:1-2). 

And now, as did the apostle Paul, "I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which 
is able to build you up, and to give you the inheritance among all them that are sanctified" (Acts 
20:32). 
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