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 One will not win a popularity contest by writing an article such as this one. A Christian does, 
however, have the obligation to honor God's will above man's will. Most who profess to believe in 
God are shocked to learn that one claiming to be a Christian would reject celebrating "Christmas" in a 
religious sense. The word "Christmas," however, is not found in Holy Writ. This truth should cause 
people to realize that the tradition comes from the mind of man instead of the word of God. One will 
search the Scriptures in vain for the word "Christmas" or the authority to celebrate "Christmas" with 
religious connotations. 

Philip Schaff in the History of the Christian Church gives credit to bishop Liberius of Rome 
for first celebrating Christmas in A.D. 360 (Vol. Ill, p. 395). It was mere men who finally confirmed 
"the symbolical reference of the feast of the birth of Christ, the Sun of righteousness, the Light of the 
world, to the birth-festival of the unconquered sun, which on the twenty-fifth of December, after the 
winter solstice, breaks the growing power of darkness, and begins anew his heroic career. It was at 
the same time, moreover, the prevailing opinion of the church in the fourth and fifth centuries, that 
Christ was actually born on the twenty-fifth of December" (Vol. Ill, pp. 396-397). 

 
A SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLE  

Christmas may be a "holy day" in the mind of men but it is not a "holy day" in the mind of 
God! The apostle Paul warned the Galatians against celebrating such holy days by saying, "but 
now that ye have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how turn ye back again to the 
weak and beggarly rudiments, whereunto ye desire to be in bondage over again? Ye observe 
days, and months, and seasons, and years. I am afraid of you, lest by any means I have bestowed 
labor upon you in vain" (Gal. 4:9-1 1). 

Please keep in mind that the Christian dispensation was in force when Paul addressed the Galatian 
brethren. These people had become converts from Judaism to Christianity, but some were returning 
to the rites and ceremonies of the Jewish law. The apostle reminds them that these special days, 
feasts, ceremonies and rites could not impart a single spiritual blessing. In fact, Paul stresses that 
if they insist upon engaging in practices not authorized by the New Covenant that his labor with 
them will be considered to have been in vain! Such is also true today when we honor and exalt the 
traditions of men above the will of God. 

May we ever remember that we must go back to the Bible to determine whether or not we have 
authority for a religious activity. No matter how sincere, religious acts engaged in without divine 
authority are empty, vain and sinful. It was Jesus who said, "Ye hypocrites, well did Isaiah 
prophesy of you, saying, This people honoreth me with their lips; But their heart is far from me. 
But in vain do they worship me, Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men" (Matt. 15:7-9). 
In striving to set a proper example before others, Christians should avoid using decorations during 
the "Christmas holidays" that are associated with religion (religious cards, stamps, nativity scenes, etc.). 
Why sing songs during the holiday season about the birth of Christ that are not normally sung during 
other months of the year? Why go "Christmas caroling" singing religious songs? Those who engage 
in these acts during the holiday season evidently believe that "Christmas" is very closely connected 
with the Christ. Please keep an open mind and ask yourself, "Where do I find the date of Christ's 
birthday in the Bible and the authority to make it a religious celebration?" 

It is my personal conviction that December 25th can be observed as a national holiday to visit with 
friends and family. It becomes a violation of God's law only when one establishes a religious holiday 
that God has not established. Giving gifts and eating meals in and of themselves are not wrong — 
just do not connect any of these things with the religion of the Bible or the birth of Christ. 

 
FACT VERSUS FICTION  



As the prophet Isaiah implored, "Come now, and let us reason together, saith Jehovah ..." (1:18). 
It is a truth that must be pointed out that the popular celebration of Christmas does not agree with 
Biblical facts. First, men celebrate December 25 as the birthday of Christ, but the Word of God does 
not reveal the date of His birth. When Christ was born the Bible says, "And there were shepherds 
in the same country abiding in the field, and keeping watch by night over their flock" (Luke 2:8). 
Those who are familiar with the land of Palestine say that such a scene would not occur in the month of 
December due to the cold, rainy season. The shepherds would likely not be out with their sheep later 
than mid-October. 

Second, the ever-popular manger scene places Jesus in a stable with cows, horses, lambs, donkeys 
or such-like animals. The Bible is silent in regard to such a scene! Please read your Bible carefully. 
You may be surprised to learn that many things that are considered to be Bible truth or fact cannot be 
found in the Bible! Let us exercise care that we do not confuse what we think might have happened 
with what the Scriptures say actually happened. 

Third, most people believe there were three wise men who visited baby Jesus in a manger. Not 
so! An angel appeared to some shepherds who were told they would find a "babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger" (Luke 2:12). It was most likely several months later that 
the wise men arrived in Bethlehem (cf. Matt. 2:16), and they visited Jesus in a home (Matt. 2:11) 
— not a manger! 

NOTE: Continued and concluded next week. 
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