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 The title of this article does not come from the pages of Holy Writ. In fact, New Testament 
Christianity as revealed in the Bible is adamantly opposed to "brotherhood politics." The American 
Heritage Dictionary clearly sets forth the meaning of the word "politics" that we have in mind for 
this study. The meaning is as follows: "Intrigue or maneuvering within a political unit or a group 
in order to gain control or power; political attitudes and positions." This unauthorized action and 
unchristian attitude never glorifies the Master and always brings shame and reproach upon the 
glorious body of Christ. 

Far too many times preachers and elders practice "church politics" that would rival the politics 
of the democratic and republican parties of our government. Such should never be! In matters of 
truth and doctrine members of the body of Christ are to be united. God's truths do not change to 
accommodate a particular person, situation, or circumstance (cf. Matt. 24:35; Mal. 3:6). Neither 
does doctrine change, and thus Paul admonishes those at Corinth, "Now I beseech you, brethren, 
through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye be perfected together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 
" To not speak the same thing doctrinally wil l  always promote unscriptural division within the 
body, and refusing to abide by the truth will always produce disharmony and lack of unity within 
the Lord's church. 

The Word of God demands that every child of God give "diligence to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace " (Eph. 4:3). When brethren take heed and abide by the above verse of 
Scripture they will be of "the same mind" and of "the same judgment" in truth and doctrinal 
matters. First, for such to occur, those claiming to serve the Lord must recognize and accept the 
Word of God as the only authority in religious matters (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Second, those who are 
preaching and teaching will l imit such to the "oracles of God" (1 Pet. 4:11). Complying with 
these two things will not allow bias, prejudice, opinion, or politics to gain a foothold in the Lord's 
kingdom. 

Some elders play "politics" within a congregation when it becomes advantageous (from a 
worldly perspective) for them to do so. First, the "grow at any price" philosophy is alive and well. 
New multi-million dollar buildings are erected and money (lots of it) is needed to pay the bills. 
All types of programs and gimmicks are implemented to attract people (after all, the Bible 
doesn't say not to do these things). Very quickly there is a "traditional" and "contemporary" mix 
among the members, but the elders dare not offend either group for sake of the money. Such 
elders easily qualify to run for Congress! 
Second, church discipline is ignored for fear of offending a certain group of people and losing 
their contribution. Instead of "holding to the faithful word" and "convicting the gainsayers" 
(Titus 1:9), those practicing "church politics" wi ll  opt to love everyone and judge not. The Lord 
addresses all these politicians in saying, "And be not afraid of them that kill the body, but are not 
able to kill the soul: but rather fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell" (Matt. 
10:28). 

Preachers are not exempt from "brotherhood politics." Gospel preachers are to "preach the truth" 
(2 Tim. 4:1) and consistently stand for the truth. Standing for the truth does not mean one can 
selectively choose to endorse error and false teaching! The word "selectively" is used because some 
evidently believe that certain "preachers" have attained a status in the brotherhood that exempts 
them from rebuke or discipline. 

Paul did not believe in a "status symbol" among the apostles. When Peter refused to eat with 



the Gentile brethren because of the presence of Jewish brethren from Jerusalem, Paul "resisted 
[Peter] to the face, because he stood condemned" (Gal. 2:11). Paul knew that some brethren would 
be influenced to support Peter's incorrect and sinful action (Gal. 2:13). Paul did not want such 
teaching spreading throughout the Lord's church and thus took action against it. 

The false "reaffirmation/reevaluation of elders" procedure that has been implemented and 
championed by some has not escaped "brotherhood politics." First, one does not repent of advocating 
such a procedure by simply saying he regrets it or that the elders ask for it to be done. Since when is 
one to do the elders bidding if their request is not according to truth? Second, to be asked to 
renounce such an unscriptural procedure and to steadfastly refuse to do so is to be guilty of 
wrongdoing. Third, a quote shows previous involvement, "You know, this is a very sticky situation, 
and in previous congregations where I've been, this thing has been done. It's not easy..." (4-8-90 
sermon at Brown Trail by Dave Miller). 

Notable brethren today choose to stand by those who re fuse to repent of error. "Brotherhood 
politics" is a spiritually divisive and deadly game! 
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