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 The American Heritage Dictionary defines consistency as follows: "Agreement or logical 
coherence among things or parts; correspondence among related aspects; compatibility. Reliability 
or uniformity of successive results or events." 

The Lord was consistent in that which He taught and the life that He lived. Never once was He 
justly charged in being inconsistent in doing His Father's will. Christians today should strive to 
imitate the Master. So many times brethren attempt to imitate some brother or sister or seek to 
compare themselves with a certain brother or sister. Jesus taught, "For hereunto were ye called: 
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that ye should follow his steps" (1 Pet. 
2:21). One is not to follow a human being no matter how good he may be. One should not compare 
himself to one better or worse than himself. The easiest thing to do is to find a member of the body of 
Christ who is less consistent and less devoted to the cause of Christ than you. When we measure 
ourselves by ourselves or by another member of the body we will never see ourselves as the Lord 
sees us (cf. 2 Cor. 10:12). If we strive to imitate the Lord, we will easily see the improvement we need 
to make in our lives. 

A lack of consistency on the part of Christians will adversely affect the congregation. Members 
of the body are to be "the salt of the earth" and "the light of the world" (Matt. 5:13-14). A Christian 
worth his salt will have both a restraining and preserving effect upon the world. Salt that has not 
"lost its savor" (v. 13) will have the same consistent effect each time it is used. A light that shines 
brightly in one situation but shines dimly when the same situation arises under different 
circumstances will never be the strong beacon that leads people to the soul-saving truth (v. 14). If 
our light is covered for whatever reason, it will never enable others to see our "good works" and 
neither will it "glorify [the] Father who is in heaven " (v. 16). 

There is always the need for consistency in sacred matters. God's Word is truth (John 17:17), and 
this truth must be equally applied to all people. It matters not the color of one's skin, his success as a 
businessman, the status he has attained in the brotherhood, whether a distant acquaintance or a dear 
friend, or a stranger or a member of one's family. God's Word (truth) must be equally applied to 
everyone; there are no exceptions! Inconsistency in this area will bring forth the charges of 
prejudice and bias, and rightly so. Let us note some areas where consistency is sorely needed. 

First, God's truth must be consistently applied to all preachers. Paul rebuked Peter, an 
apostle, for being inconsistent in eating with the Gentiles (Gal. 2:11-13). Paul did not subscribe to the 
theory that Peter was a fellow apostle of considerable influence and stature in Jerusalem and thus was 
exempt from a rebuke and the need to repent. 

It is tragic that today there are those preachers who evidently consider themselves to be untouchable. 
What is even sadder is that they have a following of brethren who support this unscriptural practice! 
God's Word applies equally to the preacher whose name is known by most of the brotherhood and to the 
preacher who is a stranger to most of the brotherhood. The practice of fellowshipping preachers who sin 
and refuse to repent because they have obtained a certain status in the brotherhood is sinful and a 
disgrace to the cause of Christ! Like Paul, we today are to be faithful and spare the church of shame. 
To accomplish such, we must consistently apply God's truth to every child of God. 

God's truth must be consistently applied to all elders. The church of our Lord is autonomous, 
but such does not mean that certain elders are exempt from Bible truth. Each elder must meet all of 
the qualifications set forth in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1. An elder is not beyond being rebuked or 
disciplined. The Holy Scriptures teach, "Against an elder receive not an accusation, except at the 
mouth of two or three witnesses. Them that sin reprove in the sight of all, that the rest also may be in 



fear" (1 Tim. 5:19-20). The Bible does not authorize a "main" elder or a "chief elder. An elder who 
desires to be a "Diotrephes" (3 John 9) is Scripturally disqualified from serving regardless of his so-
cial status, popularity, or the amount of money he puts in the collection plate each week! 

God's truth must be consistently applied to all teachers. It matters not if one teacher has his 
Ph.D. degree and another has only his high school diploma. It is God's Word that is to be taught in 
its purity and simplicity, and one who refuses to so teach is to be rebuked (cf. 1 Tim. 3:2; 2 Tim. 2:2; 
2:24). If we practice consistent Christianity, we will not allow the "gainsayers " to have their way. 
Instead, we will strive to convict any and all who would "pervert the gospel of Christ" (Gal. 1:6-7). 

If Heaven is to be our home, we must also be consistent in seeking first the kingdom (Matt. 6:33) 
and "in word, in manner of life, in love, in faith, in purity" (1 Tim. 4:12). 
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