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 The dictionary definition of "steadfast" (a variant of steadfast) is as follows: (1) Fixed or 
unchanging; steady or (2) Firmly loyal or constant; unswerving. The Greek word for steadfast 
(hedraios) according to Strongs means "sedentary, i.e. (by implication) immovable." Thayer defines 
steadfast as meaning "sitting, sedentary, firm, immovable [and] steadfast." God knows that brethren 
who lay down and roll over when the devil places an obstacle in their path will never be 
victorious. If there ever was a time for brethren to stand firmly for "the faith once delivered" 
(Jude 3) it is now! I have long contended that sound brethren do not need to repeat the mistake 
made from 1860 to the early 1900's when they walked out over the instrument and allowed the 
liberals to take over. Those of liberal and modernistic persuasion should never inherit buildings 
they have not built (buildings the faithful sacrificed so much for). For one who should be a soldier of 
the cross (1 Tim. 2:3) to lie down and play dead like the proverbial dog Rover while the Lord's 
enemy runs uncontested is a disgrace! The spineless and the lukewarm make the Lord sick to His 
stomach (cf. Rev. 3:16). 

The late Joe Gilmore sums up my sentiments well in stating: 
Battles are not won by men who beat a retreat at the sound of the first gun; they are won by 
men who are willing to face the fire of the guns and to go forward in spite of all the 
dangers and difficulties that confront them. So it is all through life, those who are 
victorious are the ones who face the enemy's fire and refuse to turn back. When a man gives 
up, he is through, but as long as he keeps trying, he still has a chance to succeed, and the 
probabilities are that he will! 

To be a success spiritually is not child's play. Spiritual success calls for flight from danger when that is 
possible. It demands following the right things always. It requires fighting that which is wrong. Flee, Follow 
and Fight is the threefold formula for success (1 Tim. 6:11-12). [Garfield Heights Lectures, "Christian Living, " 
1995, p. 338-339]. The ''doctrine of Christ" (2 John 9) that is so crucial for fellowship with God, 
Christ, and brethren of like-precious faith is far more than mental assent of the fact that Jesus 
lived, died, was buried and has been resurrected from the tomb. The "doctrine of Christ" is not 
the teaching or facts about Jesus, but rather the teaching or doctrine that Christ taught. Obedience 
is something most folks would like to avoid, but Christ makes it clear that such is not possible if one 
desires to go to Heaven. The apostle Paul says, "though he was a Son, yet learned obedience by the 
things which he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became unto all them that obey him 
the author of eternal salvation " (Heb. 5:8-9, emph. MLW). 

Steadfastness to doctrinal matters is not optional! The Psalmist observed, "And might not be 
as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation, a generation that set not their heart aright, 
and whose spirit was not steadfast with God" (Psa. 78:8). Solomon notes, "He that is steadfast in 
righteousness shall attain unto life; And he that pursueth evil doeth it to his own death" Prov. 
11:19). Our thinking must be the same as God's thinking if we are going to save our souls (Isa. 55:8-
9). There is such a thing as "right" (truth) and one must pursue a life of righteousness to go to 
Heaven. To pursue worldliness, wickedness, and evil doing will bring spiritual death and eternal 
torment. 

The apostle Paul realized that because of Christ's death one could be reconciled to Him and stand 
"holy and without blemish and unreproveable before him" (Col. 1:22). Paul also realized that one 
could cease to be steadfast and so admonished, "if so be that ye continue in the faith, grounded and 
steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel which ye heard, which was preached 
in all creation under heaven; whereof I Paul was made a minister" (Col. 1:23, emph. MLW). The 



devil does not care if you choose to obey the gospel as long as you refuse to be steadfast to the Lord. 
Satan is a formidable foe and works fervently to destroy the souls of men (1 Pet. 5:8). Christians 

must remain sober and watchful while heeding the warnings of the Holy Scriptures. The apostle 
Peter warns, "Ye therefore, beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware lest, being carried away 
with the error of the wicked, ye fall from your own steadfastness" (2 Pet. 3:17). One must ever 
guard against growing weary and ceasing to be steadfast in service and worship of God. 

These words from the apostle Paul should be forever fixed in our mind: "Wherefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labor is not vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). Steadfastness is not an option for those 
who value their souls (Matt. 16:26). May we be steadfast and fear God instead of man (cf. Matt. 10:28). 
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