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 One can learn from the things that were written in the Old Testament (Rom. 15:4). Some of our 
brethren today shun Old Testament examples as if they were a plague. I think I know why! The 
examples and the principles from Old Testament incidents are too clear to miss God's point. The 
lesson learned from Nadab and Abihu is that God will not accept acts of worship He has not 
authorized (Lev. 10:1-2). True worshippers will seek to please God - not man. Uzzah thought the 
ark of the covenant might fall and took hold of it with his hand (2 Sam. 6:6-7). The lesson learned 
from Uzzah is that the situation or circumstances do not negate God's commandments. Naaman 
did not believe dipping in the Jordan River seven times was necessary to cure his leprosy. He thought 
that his cure would surely come about in a way that he approved, but he was wrong (2 Kings 5:1-14). 
The people of Noah's day did not believe it was necessary to enter into the ark to be saved. Except 
for eight people, the entire world was drowned in the universal flood (Gen. 7:23). To side with the 
majority who refuse to comply with God's will is disastrous. 

Jeremiah said to his people, "Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of Jehovah, the 
temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, are these" (Jer. 7:4). These were God's people in God's 
house, and thus they concluded that all was well with their souls. Not so! They had trusted in " lying 
words " and they were lost. 

A true parallel today is members of the Lord's church (God's people) who assemble together (as is 
commanded) on the Lord's Day and then conclude that God is pleased with their worship. The truth is 
that far too many brethren today are listening to "lying words" from the classroom and the pulpit. 

Let us learn from Jeremiah that sin that must be repented of and attitudes must be corrected 
before one can please God. The prophet said to the people, "For if ye thoroughly amend your 
ways and your doings; if ye thoroughly execute justice between a man and his neighbor; if ye 
oppress not the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this 
place, neither walk after other gods to your own hurt: then will I cause you to dwell in this place, 
in the land that I gave to your fathers, from of old even for evermore. Behold, ye trust in lying 
words, that cannot profit. Will ye steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear falsely, and 
burn incense unto Baal, and walk after other gods that ye have not known, and come and stand 
before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, We are delivered; that ye may do 
all these abominations? Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in 
your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen it, saith Jehovah" (Jer. 7:5-11). 
First, to please God one's "ways" and "doings" must be "thoroughly" amended. Not many today 
want to change or improve the way they have chosen to live! Brethren want to wallow in 
worldliness and be told that they are on their way to Heaven. There is an abundant supply of those 
who call themselves "gospel preachers" who will strive to coddle brethren with "lying words." Souls 
will be lost, but the building will be full! 

Second, to please God one must understand that some things are always right and some 
things are always wrong. Justice, not oppressing your fellowman, protecting (instead of murdering) 
innocent blood, and refraining from serving false gods is always good. Lying words, stealing, 
murder, adultery, and worshipping something other than the true and living God is always wrong. 
What a pity that so many believe "right" to be whatever society chooses it to be! The passage of 
time or the approval of society will never make a wrong thing right. Brethren, do not be deceived 
and trust in lying words that cannot profit (Jer. 7:8). 

Third, to please God one cannot mix innovations and entertainment in with prayer and 
the Lord's Supper and then sing that all is well with his soul. Many brethren today are no 



different than the people of Jeremiah's day. So many today pervert the true gospel by proclaiming 
another gospel (Gal. 1:6-7) and by incorporating denominational gimmicks into the worship. They 
then scream long and loud that they "have been delivered" by the Lord (cf. Jer. 7:10). Not so! 

Fourth, whatever God has not authorized in worship is an abomination (cf. Jer. 7:10). If God 
were speaking today to faithful gospel preachers as He did the prophets, He would surely say 
about many congregations, "Is this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in 
your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen it, saith Jehovah" (Jer. 7:11). 

Brethren, in view of the value of your soul (Mart. 16:26), why choose to trust in men's "lying 
words?" One who proves and tests what he believes by the Bible (1 John 4:1) will heed the warning 
and "trust not in lying words. " 
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