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 Much is said today about folks who serve the Lord. In fact, if one believes the religious 
rhetoric espoused today, he would conclude that all who claim religious convictions serve the Lord. 
The proof, however, is in the "puddin", and if one is not following the Lord, he is not serving Him. 

Let us learn from carefully considering John's statement that says, "If any man serve me, let 
him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will the 
Father honor" (12:26). 

First, one who will not obey the gospel plan of salvation does not follow Christ. There is only 
one gospel (Gal. 1 : 6-9), and only the gospel has the power to save (Rom. 1:16). Peter preached 
the gospel on the day of Pentecost and told his audience, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit " (Acts 2:38). Most today who claim to be servants of Christ reject baptism for 
remission of sins. The Bible describes baptism as the act that enables one to "put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27) 
and the act that will "wash away" one's sins (Acts 22:16). 

Jesus Himself warned, "And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say" (Luke 
6:46)? He also said, "If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments" (John 14:15). One does not 
serve the Lord when He refuses to obey the gospel plan of salvation! 

Second, one does not follow Christ who lacks the spirit of Caleb. The Bible says, "but my 
servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring 
into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it" (Num. 14:24). So many follow the 
Lord as long as they agree with Him. But they do not follow Him "fully" because when they 
disagree with Him they cease to follow Him. Most perished in the wilderness wanderings because 
they failed to fully follow God. Moses records, "Surely none of the men that came up out of Egypt, 
from twenty years old and upward, shall see the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and 
unto Jacob; because they have not wholly followed me" (Numbers 32:11). The majority of "re-
ligious folks" today will not see Heaven because they do not "wholly" follow God. 
Jesus pleads, "If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow me" (Luke 9:23). If more people would listen to the voice of Jesus instead of the voice 
of men they would indeed be serving the Lord. Hear Him well: "My sheep hear my voice, and I 
know them, and they follow me" (John 10:27). 
Third, the true servant of Christ finds himself perfectly aligned with the Lord. It is an 
exercise in futility for one to advocate his love for the Lord and then work, serve and worship in a 
denomination. Folks either choose to stand with the Lord or they will not stand! Christians will 
preach, teach, serve, worship and live as Christ authorized. If one stands where Christ stands he will 
have no desire to change or twist God's precious truths. 

People like instrumental music in worship so they use it. Where is the authority for such given 
in God's Word? People cry for "children's church" and the cry is heeded in congregation after 
congregation. Where is the authority for dividing the Lord's Day worship assembly? You will search 
the Scriptures in vain to find such foolishness. 

It is a terrible indictment against the wisdom of God to suggest that His word must adapt to 
conform to changes in our society. The Creator has known from the beginning what is best for His 
creatures. The church that Christ built (Matt. 16:18), and the church for which He died and 
purchased with His blood (Acts 20:28) is sufficient for man as long as this world stands! 

Fourth, Christ has promised only to honor those who are willing to follow Him. God's 
blessings are indeed conditional. God said to Eli, "I said indeed that thy house, and the house of 



thy father, should walk before me for ever: but now Jehovah saith, Be it far from me; for them 
that honor me I will honor, and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed" (1 Sam. 2:30). 

No one can truly serve Christ without complying with His every will. It is as Jesus said, "If a 
man love me, he will keep my word: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him" (John 14:23). 

Do you follow the voice of the Lord or the voice of man? Can you prove from the Holy 
Scriptures that you are following Christ? It is impossible for one to be a servant of the Lord when he 
will not follow His Word (John 12:48). It is easy for people to acknowledge that they are worshipping 
and serving the Lord, one but cannot serve who he will not follow. Are you following the Lord? Are 
you sure? 
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