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 Man cannot defend both the Bible and human creeds. His allegiance will be to either one or 
the other. Is the Bible true? If the Bible is true, it needs to be believed and practiced. If the Bible 
is not true, it needs to be rejected and cast aside. 

The Word of God claims to be true (Psa. 1 19:160). Jesus says that the Word of God is true 
(John . 17:17). Man can know truth, and the truth will free him from the bondage of sin (John 
8:32). 

The Word of God is complete. The Bible says, "Every scripture inspired of God is also 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness. That the 
man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work" (2 Tim. 3:16-17). If one 
is "furnished completely, how much more information is needed before one has all he needs to know? 
Peter contends "that his divine power hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him that called us by his own glory and virtue " (2 Pet. 1 : 3). 

In view of the teaching of such Scriptures, what is the purpose of human creeds? Are human 
creeds not written to reprove, instruct, and enlighten man in regard to spiritual matters? Is not 
this the express purpose of the Bible? Why would one desire to abide by the fallible word of man 
instead of the infallible Word of God? 

This writer does not know who penned these words that can only be said of the Bible: 
This old Book contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of 
sinners and the happiness of believers. Its histories are true, its doctrines are holy, its 
precepts are binding, and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, 
and practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and comfort to 
cheer you. It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, the sailor's compass, the soldier's 
sword, and the Christian's charter. Here paradise is restored, heaven is opened and the gates 
of hell are disclosed. Christ is its subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end. It 
should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet. Read it slowly, frequently, 
prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure. It is given 
you in life, will be open at the judgment, and will be remembered forever. It involves the 
highest responsibility, rewards the greatest labor, and condemns all who trifle with its holy 
contents. 

A human creed cannot make the above statement. Human creeds contain the mind of man and 
not the mind of God. This is why human creeds are revised from year to year man changes his 
thinking and thus changes his creed! 

God does not change His mind regarding spiritual matters, and thus His Word does not need to 
be revised or changed. Long ago God stated to Moses, "Ye shall not add unto the word which I 
command you, neither shall ye diminish from it, that ye may keep the commandments of Jehovah your 
God which I command you" (Deut. 4:2). There is only one gospel and anything else is a perversion of 
the gospel (Gal. 1:6-9). The gospel is "the perfect law of liberty" (Jam. 1:15) and "abideth for ever" (1 
Pet. 1:25). One is warned not to "add unto" or "take away" from the Word of God (Rev. 22:18-19). 
The Word of God is "settled" in Heaven (Psa. 119:89), and man can only accept or reject it as truth. 

Benjamin Franklin is right on target with his assessment of human creeds: 
First, any creed containing more than the Bible is objectionable, because it does contain more 
than the Bible. Second, any creed containing less than the Bible is objectionable, because it 
does contain less than the Bible. Third, any creed differing from the Bible is objectionable, 
because it does differ from the Bible. Fourth, any creed precisely like the Bible is useless, 
because we have the Bible. This covers the whole ground. There can be no other thought of. A 



creed must contain more than the Bible, less than the Bible, differ from it, or be precisely like it. 
No man defends his creed on the ground that it contains more than the Bible, less than the 
Bible, that it is different from the Bible, or precisely like it. If a creed be not defended on some 
of these grounds, on what ground can it be defended? Certainly on no ground conceivable to 
mortal man. 

Members of denominations who claim to believe the Bible need to think seriously about their 
dilemma. If you really believe the Bible, then why do you need a creed written by human beings? 
Ask your preacher why the church of which you are a member has a creed other than the Bible! It 
is impossible to believe both. As Jesus said, 'No man can serve two masters; for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and despise the other" (Matt. 6:24). One cannot 
follow the Bible and man-made creeds! 
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