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 God has done everything that is possible for men to succeed in this life and enjoy an eternal home 
in Heaven. He "so loved" that He gave "his only begotten Son" (John 3:16). Christ proves His love 
for lost humanity by dying on Calvary's cross and shedding His blood so that men might have 
forgiveness of their sins and "redemption through his blood" (Rom. 5:8-9; Eph. 1:7). The grace of God 
has been freely offered, but men must obediently respond to God's will to be recipients of His 
marvelous grace (Matt. 7:21). 

The devil, on the other hand, "as a roaring lion " seeks to wreck havoc with people's happiness in 
this world and destroy souls throughout eternity (1 Pet. 5:8; Matt. 25:41). One can resist the devil and 
the broad way that leads to destruction if he so chooses (James 4:7; Matt. 7:13), but such a choice 
requires determination, repentance, sacrifice, obedience, and continued effort. It is a sad commentary 
on today's society, but these five ingredients are lacking in majority of people. 

Although the devil has many recipes designed to doom the souls of men, there is one recipe that 
is tremendously successful among both the young and the old. Let us make sure that we understand 
and avoid partaking of this favorite recipe of the devil. 

The first essential ingredient - always blame someone else for your sins! Satan will see 
that it is convenient and easy to blame others for your sins. When God queried Adam about eating 
of the forbidden tree he replied, "The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the 
tree, and I did eat" (Gen. 3:12). God next asks Eve, "What is this thou hast done? And the woman 
said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat" (Gen. 3:13). God told King Saul to kill Amalek and 
"utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and 
suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass" (1 Sam. 15:3). King Saul did not obey God although he 
boasted that he did (1 Sam. 15:11, 13). When ask by Samuel about the "bleating of the sheep... 
and the lowing of the oxen" (1 Sam. 15:14), Saul sought to excuse himself and blame others. He 
said, "They have brought them from the Amalekites: for the people spared the best of the sheep 
and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto Jehovah thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed" ( 1 Sam. 
15:15). 

God did not accept the excuses of Adam, Eve, and Saul and neither will He accept men's 
excuses today for doing wrong and seeking to blame others. Mark this truth down well - other 
people are not responsible for your sins! Each person chooses to sin when he is tempted and then "is 
drawn away by his own lust, and enticed. Then the lust, when it hath conceived, beareth sin: and the 
sin, when it is full grown, bringeth forth death" (James 1:14-15). One cannot evade being 
responsible for his actions! The Bible clearly states that "each one of us shall give account of himself to 
God" (Rom. 14:12). When people begin blaming others for their sins the devil knows it is a recipe for 
failure. 
The second essential ingredient - compromise with the world and those who desire to do evil! 
Pilate is a classic example to avoid in this area. He knew Jesus was innocent and he also "knew that 
for envy they [the Jews] had delivered him up" (Matt. 27:18). However, Pilate seeks to 
compromise by having an innocent man "chastised" and then released (Luke 23:16). Pilate desired 
to satisfy both what was right and the envious crowd, and such cannot be done. 

People today want to go to Heaven while holding on to the world. They participate in what they 
know to be worldly activities, dress like the world, talk like the world, and act like the world. Some 
want to worship (?) God while being entertained. Others profess their love for God while making it 
clear that they will not worship and serve Jehovah will all their heart (cf. Matt. 22:37). One can never 
"give place to the devil" (Eph. 4:27) and glorify God! 



The third essential ingredient - straddle the fence and wash your hands of the situation! 
The majority of folks today probably believe they are not against Christ even though they refuse to 
be obedient to His will. Yet, the Lord says, "He that is not with me is against me..." (Matt. 112:30). 
When Pilate saw that he could not appease the crowd by releasing Jesus instead of Barabbas (Matt. 
27:17, 21) and "that a tumult was arising, he took water, and washed his hands before the 
multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this righteous man; see ye to it" (Matt. 27:24). Pilate 
was destitute in moral courage and steadfast convictions. 

The same thing afflicts so many people today. One cannot exhibit moral courage while refusing to 
participate in the battle. A Christian must put on the Christian armor. (Eph. 6:11-18) and go to 
war against the devil and the world. To know to do well and to do otherwise is to sin (James 4:17). 

Do not partake of the devil's recipe for failure! 
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