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 The book of James has been called the book of "practical Christianity," and rightly so. It is 
interesting to note the respect that James has for the inspired Word. Respect for the Word of God 
and its authority is so lacking in society today. People make fun of God's Word, mock it, and 
deliberately choose to ignore it. The Bible has become a Book that appeals to people only if they 
can choose what to accept and what to reject. Honor and awe for things that are sacred is fast 
disappearing. Let us now consider the Bible as we note: 

1.   The power of the Word. James says, "Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of 
truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures" (James 1:18). 

2.   The authority of the Word. James declares, "But he that looketh into the perfect law, the 
law of liberty, and so continueth, being not a hearer that forgetteth but a doer that worketh, 
this man shall be blessed in his doing" (James 1:25). One sees here a paradox in that the law 
imposes restraint and yet it is the perfect law of liberty. There is no other book like the Bible. 
First, one is impressed with the restraint of the Book - it is a Book of law. Second, one notes 
the liberty of the Book - it is called "the law of liberty. " Third, one is impressed with the 
perfection of the Book - it is the "perfect law. " Fourth, one cannot ignore the authority 
of the Book - law implies that there is a law-giver, and that person is God. 

3.   The finality of the Word. The Bible is the Word of Truth (v. 18), and as such it leaves no 
room for man's thoughts, wisdom, and ideals. One cannot separate the living Word (Christ) 
from the written Word (law and truth). 

4.   The exercise of God's Word. James says, "So speak ye, and so do, as men that are to be 
judged by a law of liberty" (James 2:12). This verse simply affirms the words of the Master 
in saying, "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: 
the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day" (John 12:48). 

5.   The Word convicts one of transgressing the law. James records, "but if ye have respect of 
persons, ye commit sin, being convicted by the law as transgressors" (James 2:9). One 
always sins when he decides to go beyond what God has said (1 John 3:4). 
6.   The Word begets (1:18). The Word is God's instrument used to bring about the new 
birth. It has the power to free men from the bondage of sin (John 8:32). Peter affirms we 
are begotten by the Word in saying, "having been begotten again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, through the word of God, which liveth and abideth...But the word of 
the Lord abideth for ever. And this is the word of good tidings which was preached unto 
you" (1 Pet. 1:23-25). 

7.   The Word is implanted. One must choose to cast aside filthiness and wickedness and then 
receive with meekness the Word of God (1:21). The Word of God only comes into one's 
heart by him hearing it and studying it. 

God's Word is made available to mankind. Man's attitude, however, plays an important role in 
receiving the Word of God. Not everyone that heard Peter's sermons on the Day of Pentecost gladly 
received God's message (Acts 2:41). 

A proper attitude will carefully examine the Word of God. James says, "But he that looketh into 
the perfect law, the law of liberty, and so continueth, being not a hearer that forgetteth but a doer that 
worketh, this man shall be blessed in his doing" (1:25). The phrase "looketh into" describes more 
than a casual glance; it is a diligent, penetrating look! One must take the time to digest the Word of God. 

One with a proper attitude will hear the Word of God (1:23). What a glorious privilege it is to 
hear the Words of Life! Yet, many today will listen to anyone and everything while steadfastly 



refusing to hear the Word of God. One who will not hear cannot obey. The Lord has promised to 
save only those who obey Him (Heb. 5:9). 

A wise person will receive the Word of God. One who is not meek and humble will never 
receive the teaching of the Lord. It is impossible for one to be saved who is not willing to receive 
God's glorious truths. 

One must choose to act upon His faith and do the will of the Lord. The Lord commands us to 
be "doers" of His Word (1:23). It is one thing to hear, and yet another thing to "do" the bidding of the 
Savior. Many who simply say, "Lord, Lord," shall be lost for they refuse to do the Lord's will 
(Matt. 7:21). Resolve to drink deeply from the practical book of James, and your soul will be 
strengthened. 
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