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 The Holy Scriptures teach us that God has always been concerned with the attitude of man. 
Cain's attitude toward God and Abel led to his infamous sin of murdering his brother (Gen. 4:6, 
8). A Biblical attitude will keep us from committing sinful acts and horrible deeds. 

Cain has many relatives today who desire to worship God according to their own whims and 
wishes. This is the downfall of those who give their allegiance to denominational churches. They 
believe that as long as they are pleased with their religion that God will likewise be pleased. Jesus 
addressed this very matter in saying, "Ye hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, This 
people honoreth me with their lips; But their heart is far from me. But in vain do they worship me, 
Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men" (Matt. 15:7-9). 

A proper attitude will always seek to do those things that glorify the Heavenly Father. Christians 
are to possess the mind of Christ. There is an urgent need to remind members of the Lord's body 
throughout the land of this truth. Paul admonished, "Have this mind in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5). 

Those who have the attitude that they can glorify God by following man-made doctrine are 
wrong. They are so consumed with how "they feel" and what "they think" that their attitude will not 
allow them to submit to and follow God's glorious truths. The Lord warns of this danger in 
answering the question of the offended religious leaders of His day. "Then came the disciples, 
and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, when they heard this saying? But 
he answered and said, Every plant which my heavenly Father planted not, shall be rooted up. Let 
them alone: they are blind guides. And if the blind guide the blind, both shall fall into a pit" (Matt. 
15:12-14). 

A bad attitude toward God and the Scriptures keeps people from obeying the gospel. If one truly 
loves, honors, and respects God as He should, then he is motivated to become an obedient son or 
daughter. One with a proper attitude toward God will not quibble with the Father's commandments. 

But what about those in the body of Christ who do not possess the mind of Christ? In other 
words, can a member of the Lord's church bring shame and reproach upon the cause of Christ by 
possessing the wrong attitude? Since the answer is a resounding "yes," we need to exercise great care 
that our attitude as a Christian is always that which promotes a Christ-like image of the Lord's church. 

Why do members of the Lord's church want to act and live like those who are lost? Are the 
Lord's people not to be different from the world? Do Christians not have the obligation to come out 
from among worldly people and be separate (2 Cor. 6:17)? Do Christians please the Father when they 
try to mimic those of worldly persuasion? Are we to try and dress like, look like, and act like 
those who refuse to follow the Master? Surely not! Brethren are to be peculiar, distinct, different, 
pure and holy in all they do. Children of God are to be exclamation points and not question marks! 

Christians are to do "nothing through faction or through vain glory, but in lowliness of mind 
each counting other better than himself" (Phil. 2:3). This attitude would strike dead in their tracks 
many needless contentions among men. The faith must be defended and earnestly contended for 
(Jude 3), but matters not of the faith must not be allowed to cause harm to the Lord's church. 

Pride has always been the chief culprit in corrupting the attitude of man. Solomon reminds us of 
several great truths we would do well to remember regarding pride. "By pride cometh only 
contention; But with the well-advised is wisdom" (Prov. 13:10). And again, "A man's pride shall 
bring him low; But he that is of a lowly spirit shall obtain honor " (Prov. 29:23). Perhaps the most 
remembered and least heeded warning is this: "Pride goeth before destruction, And a haughty 



spirit before a fall" (Prov. 16:18). 
Pride keeps brethren who know better from admitting they are in error. Pride keeps brethren 

from admitting they made a mistake. Pride causes brethren to continue fanning the flames of a 
fire that should not be fanned. Pride causes brethren to be inconsistent as they condemn some 
brethren for sin and then refuse to call the hand of certain brethren for sin. Pride is a spiritual 
killer! 

Doctrine must be defended and false teachers marked. That which falls wholly into the area of 
judgment and expediency should never be allowed to divide the body of Christ. One can stand on 
solid ground when it comes to the truth but possess the wrong attitude and lose his soul. Attitude 
matters, it shows, and it is contagious. 

Brethren are to worship "in spirit and truth" (John 4:24). At judgment, both attitude and truth 
will matter. Let us make sure we always strive to do the right thing in the right way for the right 
reason! 
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