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 The above title comes from the Saturday, June 25, 2005 Dallas Morning News. Jim Wallis, 
popular writer and designated evangelical Christian, in an interview with Mary A. Jacobs, says: 

There are millions of evangelicals in America who don't feel represented by Jerry Falwell, 
Pat Robertson, James Dobson, and they strongly object to being put in the category of those 
leaders of the religious right... The right is comfortable with the language of faith and 
values and God. So much so, they seem to sometimes act like they own the language and 
even God. And then they narrow everything to one or two issues — abortion, gay marriage, 
that's it. That can't be. I'm an evangelical Christian, and I find 3,000 verses in the Bible on 
poverty. So I insist fighting poverty is a moral values issue, too. Protecting the environment - 
also known as God's creation - that's a moral values issue, too. . . .Religion is supposed to be a 
bridge, not a wedge, to bring us together across dividing lines — cultural, political, even red 
and blue dividing lines. Left and right are not religious categories. 

Several observations need to be made. First, mere human beings should not represent a 
Christian. This is where the religious world at large begins their journey down the broad way that 
leads to eternal destruction (Matt. 7:13). Gospel preachers always emphasize that one is to 
follow Christ and not man. A child of God is represented by Christ and His Word. Jesus is "the 
way, and the truth, and the life, " and no one will get to the Father except by Him (John 14:6). 

Second, what is wrong with being "comfortable with the language of faith and values and 
God"? Does not the Creator have the right to instruct the created? If one desires to be submissive 
and obedient to the will of God why will he be uncomfortable with what God has said? Most 
people want a subjective, ever changing faith to suit their own evolving whims and wishes. Faith 
that will sustain one comes from hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). Being a hearer only, 
however, will not suffice (James 1:23, 25). 

Is not the Word of God true (Psa. 119:160; John 17:17)? What is wrong with what God 
values as beneficial and good for man? No, a Christian does not "own" God or His Word in the 
sense that he can change or dictate to His divine will. The Word of God was settled in Heaven 
long ago (Psa. 119:89). 

Third, no faithful Christian that this writer knows has narrowed Christianity down to "one or 
two issues." One cannot, however, ignore the abominable sins of homosexuality and abortion 
(Lev. 18:22; 20:13; 1 Cor. 6:9; Prov. 6:17). These two sins are now destroying the moral 
foundation upon which this country once stood. Are there other sins that Christians must teach 
against? Absolutely! We will not, however, succumb to any type of pressure to tone down our 
godly stance against homosexuality and abortion. Fourth , did Jesus come to eradicate poverty or to 
save souls? His mission was to "seek and save the lost" (Luke 19:10). The Son of God did not heal 
all of the sick that he contacted while preaching on this earth. The miracles He did perform were 
designed to produce belief and faith. While the Lord's church is to be kind and compassionate, it 
cannot solve nor was it ever intended to solve all the social problems of mankind. The Lord's church 
cannot supply physical food to the entire world, but it can supply spiritual food to all who will 
partake. The Great Commission does not say, "Go ye therefore, and feed the poverty stricken of all 
the nations, thus building a bridge for religion." It does say, "Go ye therefore, and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28:19-20, emph. MLW). Can you think of one sermon Jesus 
gave on protecting the environment? 



Fifth,  belief in God and His Word should serve as a bridge to unite and not divide (cf. John 
17:20-21). Ignoring God's Word and following the thoughts and traditions of men will always lead 
to division (1 Cor. 1:10-13). 

Failure to heed and respect the Word of God will cause the religion of the Lord to be a 
"wedge." The Lord said, "Think not that I came to send peace on the earth: I came not to send 
peace, but a sword. For I came to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter 
against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law: and a man's foes shall be 
they of his own household. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and 
he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And he that doth not take his 
cross and follow after me, is not worthy of me " (Matt. 10:34-38). 

May we build  and stand upon the Word of God! 
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