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 The above title comes from the Saturday, June 4, 2005 "Religion" section of The Dallas 
Morning News. The plug to attend a series of special religious sessions reads as follows: 

Wine, not beer, was his beverage of choice, but Jesus, the Bible makes clear, was known to 
toss one back from time to time. 
The Episcopal Church of the Incarnation, on McKinney Avenue in Uptown, hopes to 
carry on the tradition this summer with a series of religious discussions at popular Dallas 
pub. 
"Theology Live! Spirited Conversations" will meet at 7 p.m. on Mondays in June, 
beginning June 13, at the Ginger Man, 2718 Boll. The gatherings are part of the church's effort 
to reach out to the largely young and upscale Uptown community. 
In the first session, the Rev. Michael Mills of St. Matthew's Cathedral will discuss faith and 
suffering. For details, call the church, 214-521-5101. 

The editor of the religious section will receive a letter challenging the first three sentences of 
the above quote. I do not, however, have great faith that my comments will be printed. When it 
comes to religious matters, major newspapers and magazines are more interested in non-
judgmental remarks and tolerance than truth. In fact, truth regarding Bible matters is about the 
only thing that will not be printed! 

Let us make some observations about the totally irresponsible statement that has Jesus guilty of 
guzzling beer from time to time. First, notice that wine is contrasted with beer for the purpose of 
drawing the conclusion that the wine Jesus drank was the intoxicating variety. The word for wine 
in the New Testament is "oinos, " and the context must determine whether it is the natural 
unfermented fruit of the vine (Isa. 65:8) or whether it is wine of an intoxicating nature. There is 
not even the slightest of Bible evidence that Jesus ever drank or brewed an intoxicating beverage. 

The Lord was falsely accused on more than one occasion. He was accused of being a glutton 
and winebibber (Matt. 11:19). His power to cast out demons was attributed to the devil himself 
(Matt. 9:34). His enemies referred to Him as Beelzebul (Matt. 10:25). He was accused of being 
demon possessed (John 7:20) and of being a sinner (John 9:24). The Bible clearly states that 
Jesus never committed a single sin. The Hebrews writer records, "For we have not a high priest 
that cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but one that hath been in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin" (Heb. 4:15). Thus, all of the above allegations are 
without proof and false. 
Second, Jesus kept the Old Law perfectly while living under it. If He had not done so, He 
would not have been the perfect sacrifice - the Lamb without spot or blemish. The Law under 
which Christ lived taught against indulging in strong drink. The Bible says, "Wine is a mocker, 
strong drink a brawler; And whosoever erreth thereby is not wise" (Prov. 20:1; cf. Prov. 23:23-
29). Habakkuk gives this warning: "Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink, to thee that addest 
thy venom, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on their nakedness" (Hab. 2:15). A 
Bible woe is never good. Jesus "went about doing good  " -not evil (Acts 10:38). Thus, the "wine" 
that Jesus made from water at Cana of Galilee (John 2) was the pure fruit of the vine and not an 
intoxicating beverage designed to induce drunkenness which the Bible condemns (1 Cor. 6:10; Gal. 
5:21). 

Third , the latest accusation boldly states that "wine, not beer, was his beverage of choice, but 
Jesus was known to toss one back from time to time." If the Bible so clearly states such, where is 
the reference? A Scripture reference to prove such an accusation is conspicuously absent. As has 



already been stated, Jesus was called a "winebibber" but no evidence was offered. The word 
"winebibber" means "a tippler" (Strongs) or "given to wine, a wino" (Thayers). It is blasphemous to 
make such a charge against Christ when the Scriptures do make clear this fact: "Christ also suffered 
for you, leaving you an example, that ye should follow his steps: who did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth" (1 Pet. 2:21-22, emph. MLW). 

The first planned discussion will be about "faith and suffering." One wonders when there will 
be a discussion about "drunkenness and tossing "one back from time to time." Do we dare assume 
that the "reverend" will "toss one back from time to time" to set the drinking crowd at ease? 

It is amazing that one can make an outlandishly false statement about Christ or the Bible and 
people will accept such a statement as true without demanding proof. Let us by the Bible test or 
"prove" all statements about Christ and the Bible "whether they are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world" (1 John 4:1). 
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