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 In my possession is a copy of the bulletin (Vol. 13, No. 20, June 1, 2005) of the Oak Cliff 
Christian Church meeting at 1222 Kiest Blvd. in Dallas. At the top of the front page is the 
following announcement: 

Stone-Campbell Reunion Worship 
Sunday, June 5, 2005, 5 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
 Skillman Church of Christ 

Heirs of the vision of Barton W. Stone and Alexander Campbell will rekindle a vision of 
community and cooperation as we gather together to worship the God who makes us one. 
Sisters and brothers from the Churches of Christ, the Christian Churches/Churches of Christ 
and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) will celebrate our common heritage and our 
distinctive ministries across the Metroplex. 
The Senior Minister, Rev. Steven Digby, has this comment on the back of the bulletin: 
We Disciples of Christ are part of a tradition that began with two objectives, restoration of 
New Testament primitive Christianity, and unification of the body of Christ. Sadly, for 
more than a century, we have fallen far short of those objectives. Our strangely fascinating 
history is one of great success matched with failures. As the years which followed the early 
days of the movement passed, different parts of our tradition focused on one or the other 
objective. The Disciples have had our preoccupation with unity. We have clung fondly to 
Barton Stone's words, "Let unity be our polar star. " We have made significant contributions to 
the ecumenical movement. I have regretted that in our efforts to bring the various parts of the 
church together, we have often overlooked our brothers concerned with the restoration aspect 
of the movement. Our divisions have weakened us all. A number of years ago, in Mississippi, I 
participated in a time of worship consisting of people from the non-instrumental Churches of 
Christ, Independent Christian Churches and our own Disciples of Christ tradition. While there 
are many things over which we have historically disagreed, and we still have many 
differences, there was a sad sweetness to our gathering. One of the ministers wept in the 
pulpit, saying we belonged together. While we have many differences, we do all belong to the 
body of Christ. This Sunday afternoon at Skillman Avenue Church of Christ, we have an 
opportunity (sic) share together in a very special way. I hope you will be part of this 
significant family reunion. Regrettably, I am unable to attend. I'll be in Athens preparing 
for Chi Rho Camp. 
Those in the Dallas area know all to well the congregation that meets at Skillman Avenue. They 

are not on the Lord's side, and neither are they any more the Lord's church! They no doubt feel 
right at home with members from the ultra liberal Disciples of Christ denomination. One verse of 
Scripture describes well both the Christian church and the congregation meeting at Skillman Avenue. 
"They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 
continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they all are not of us" (1 
John 2:19). 
Space limitations will allow only a few observations regarding Steve Digby's comments. First, if the 
Disciples of Christ truly want to restore New Testament Christianity and unify the body of Christ, they 
go about it in a strange way. They have incorporated just about every innovation imaginable into their 
worship services. Bible authority for women preachers, women elders, instruments of music, unity in 
diversity, etc.? No, the Disciples of Christ are interested in going far beyond New Testament 
Christianity! 

Second, he mentions the Disciples' "preoccupation with unity." This lip service sounds good. 
But two sentences later he says, "We have made significant contributions to the ecumenical 
movement." The dictionary defines the word ecumenical as meaning, "concerned with establishing 



or promoting unity among churches or religions." Is this Biblical unity for which the Lord prayed 
(John 17:20-21) and the apostle Paul demanded (Eph. 4:3)? Far from it! One cannot be committed 
to the cause of Christ and contribute to the ecumenical movement — the very thing that New Testament 
Christianity is opposed to. 

Third, he regrets their "efforts to bring various parts of the church together." Let me speak 
clearly — the Christian church and Disciples of Christ are not a part of the Lord's church! They 
apostatized long ago and formed a man-made denomination. 

Fourth, he states that he regrets that they "have often overlooked our brothers concerned with 
the restoration aspect of the movement." How can one have Biblical unity if he is not interested in or 
overlooks the restoration of New Testament Christianity? This shows that all most folks care about is 
"unity in diversity." In other words, you worship your way, I will worship my way, and we will agree 
to disagree! 

The Skillman Avenue congregation does not deserve to wear the name church of Christ. They are 
in full-blown apostasy. It is sad that they have so much in common with the Disciples of Christ and 
the ecumenical movement. 

Amos asks a pertinent question that deserves an answer even today. "Shall two walk together, 
except they have agreed" (Amos 3:3)? Skillman Avenue plans a "Stone-Campbell Reunion Worship" 
service with denominational churches. Do you read of a worship service in the Bible that wears the 
name of some man or men? The Bible teaches our worship is to honor God and Christ. 

I did not attend this gathering, and I do not regret it! A faithful Christian cannot fellowship a work 
of darkness (Eph. 5:11). Moreso, a loyal soldier of the cross must reprove workers of darkness. 
Skillman Avenue is much more interested in fellowshipping error than they are in reproving error. 
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