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 If you were to conduct a poll among folks who claim to believe in God, most would say that 
they consider their chances of going to Heaven are pretty good. Believers who strive to live a good 
moral life think that their chances of being in Heaven are excellent. It makes one wonder how many 
people think that going to Heaven or going to Hell is based upon "chance!" The Bible teaches that it 
is by design and not by chance that one makes Heaven his home. That is, one must purpose to execute 
and carry out God's plan for salvation of the soul. The entrance into Heaven has been "richly sup-
plied" (2 Pet. 1:11), but one must choose and continue to travel the "strait" way that leads to eternal 
life. The Lord admonishes, "Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many are they that enter in thereby. For narrow is the gate, 
and straitened the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that find it" (Matt. 7:13-14). 

One can believe in God, never violate his conscience, have high moral standards and outstanding 
character, and still be lost because he has never obeyed the gospel plan of salvation. The apostle Paul 
makes such clear in saying that Jehovah will render "vengeance to them that know not God, and to 
them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: who shall suffer punishment, even eternal 
destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might" (2 Thess. 1:8-9). Thus, even 
though many who have never obeyed the gospel may believe they will inherit a home in Heaven, 
simply believing such does not make it so! 

The gospel is God's power to save man (Rom. 1:16). There are people who believe in God and 
choose to obey the gospel plan of salvation. These folks are added to the church by the Lord (Acts 
2:47) and are raised from the waters of baptism to hopefully continue their walk in newness of life 
(Rom. 6:4). For some, however, the new walk does not last very long as they yield to the pressures 
and pleasures of the world. The Bible emphasizes that a child of God must continue to "walk in the 
light, as he is in the light" to have fellowship with Christ, God, and one another as well as access for 
the forgiveness of sins committed (1 John 1:7). 
There are also many who believe that a child of God cannot so sin as to be lost. They believe that once 
one is saved he is always saved. While this may be a comforting doctrine, it is not what the Word of 
God teaches about the matter. The apostle Paul tells the Galatian brethren, "Ye are severed from 
Christ, ye would be justified by the law; ye are fallen away from grace" (Gal. 5:4). One will notice 
that the present tense in this verse makes it clear that some of the brethren have already fallen from 
grace. However, Peter expresses such a departure from God's truth in language too clear to be misun-
derstood. He says of those who have chosen to become Christians, "For if, after they have escaped 
the defilements of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are 
again entangled therein and overcome, the last state is become worse with them than the first. For it 
were better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after knowing it, to turn back 
from the holy commandment delivered unto them. It has happened unto them according to the true 
proverb, The dog turning to his own vomit again, and the sow that had washed to wallowing in the 
mire" (2 Pet. 2:20-22). You will notice that one knows "the way of righteousness" and then turns 
"back from the holy commandment delivered unto" him. Can one turn back from somewhere he has 
never been? Peter also makes it clear that this one has "escaped" worldly corruption through the 
knowledge of Christ only to become "entangled" and "overcome" once again in worldly defilement. 
People who obey the gospel and then return to their old worldly ways may believe they are on the 
road that leads to Heaven, but the Bible makes it clear that the path they have chosen to travel leads only 
to eternal destruction. 

There are also brethren who fall into Satan's most dangerous snare. These brethren put forth some 



effort in worshipping and serving in the Lord's kingdom. They attend some of the services when it 
is convenient to do so. They give some of their income when present. They will help when their 
schedule is not booked with other matters. When these brethren compare themselves with worldly 
people they seem to excel. Most of these brethren probably believe that they are going to Heaven. 

The Bible teaches, however, that God must come first in our lives (Matt. 22:37). Family 
recreation, little league, social events, and the PTA does not come before the kingdom of the Lord 
(Matt. 6:33). If a Christian has the right attitude, then his love for God takes precedence over the 
things in this life. A child of God traveling towards Heaven will always put God, Christ, and the 
church first. In so doing, he may upset family, friends, and associates - but it does not matter as he is 
going to Heaven! 
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