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 There is no Bible subject that is more misunderstood than repentance. Countless souls who 
believe they are saved wil l  be lost because they have failed to "repent" of their sins. So many 
people think they have repented when they have not because they do not understand the 
demands of repentance. Solomon said it so well in saying, "There is a way which seemeth right 
unto a man, But the end thereof are the ways of death" (Prov. 16:25). Just because something 
seems right to man does not mean that it is right with God! Let us now turn to the Bible (God's 
truth and guide) and see what it says regarding repentance (John 17:17; Psa. 119:105). 

Thayer's Greek Lexicon defines repentance to be "a change of mind." What does a proper 
"change of mind" produce? The Bible is clear regarding the matter. God's Word declares that 
"godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salvation..." (2 Cor. 7:10). This is sorrow that has respect 
for God's Word and His wil l  and desires to make wrong matters right. One may be sorry that his 
sins have been exposed or sorry for the punishment received for his wrongdoing. This is not "godly 
sorrow" that produces proper repentance! 

Matthew's gospel account gives a clear example of true repentance in saying: 
But what think ye? A man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to-
day in the vineyard. And he answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented himself, and 
went. And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and 
went not. Which of the two did the will of his father? They  say, The first." (Matt. 21:28-31). 

The first son flatly refused to go work in his father's vineyard but later repents. Did he repent and 
stay home? Did he repent and go out on the town? No, he repented and then did what his father had 
commanded him to do. Thus, godly repentance is "godly sorrow" that produces a change of action 
that does the wil l of the Father. Luke affirms this truth in equating repentance with turning from 
one's sins (Acts 3:19). One who "turns" from his sins does not continue to practice such sins. 

Godly repentance precedes salvation. One who refuses to repent of his sins wil l  never find 
himself in a saved relationship with God. Some people say, "If God wants to save me, He wil l  just 
have to accept me as I am." One cannot, however, continue to practice sin and be saved. God will 
not save one while that one remains in his sins. The Scriptures are clear as to what occurs when 
one truly repents and obeys the gospel. The Bible notes, "Wherefore if any man is in Christ, he is 
a new creature: the old things are passed away; behold, they are become new" (2 Cor. 5:17). One 
cannot continue to be an "old" creature and be pleasing to the Heavenly Father. 
Godly repentance precedes confession of sin. Many people convince themselves that "confession" 
of their sins is all that is necessary for God to forgive them. They base their bel ief upon verses 
like 1 John 1:9 that says, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. " While it is true that one must be willing to confess his 
sins, this does not negate the fact that repentance is demanded (Luke 13:3). A confession or admittance 
of sin does not mean that one has repented of such sin! 

Repentance precedes baptism for the remission of sins. Many people correctly note that the Bible 
teaches that baptism is for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). Some falsely conclude, however, that 
baptism makes a wrong or sinful act holy and right. If one first repents and turns from his sins, then 
it is true that scriptural baptism will wash away those sins. 

If one is a liar, he must quit lying. If one is a drunkard, he must quit drinking. If one is a thief, he 
must quit stealing. If one is an adulterer, one must quit committing adultery. In each of these examples 
a person must turn from or cease to practice that which is ungodly. Lying, drunkenness, stealing, and 
adultery will never be sinless and right! An adulterous relationship will always be an adulterous 



relationship! Thus, one who genuinely repents or turns from his sins is only then a proper 
candidate to be baptized for remission of those sins. 

Repentance precedes forgiveness of sins. Regarding those who demanded that He be 
crucified the Lord said, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). 
Were these people forgiven the moment Jesus prayed His prayer? No! The ones who found 
forgiveness did so when they obeyed the gospel Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14-
41). 

An alien sinner who will not repent is not a candidate to be baptized into Christ. An erring 
member of the Lord's church who refuses to repent of his sins is out of fellowship with the Lord and 
faithful brethren. 

Refusal to repent of sin is not walking in the light of God's Word (1 John 1:7). It is repent or 
perish (Luke 13:3). 
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