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 Christians need to take to heart the stern and sober warning of Peter: "Be sober, be watchful: 
your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour" (1 Pet. 
5:8). Far too many members of the Lord's church treat Satan as a feisty kitten instead of a 
"roaring lion!" People would take great caution before going outdoors if they were convinced that a 
"roaring lion" was on the loose in their neighborhood. Perhaps the word "convinced" is the key - 
most people do not take Peter's words seriously. People often, however, act far more wisely regarding 
physical matters than they do regarding spiritual matters (cf. Luke 16:8). 

In 1990 I used the following quotes by Mike Jackson in an article, and today I want to use them 
again. 

I like coming up with oxymorons. These are expressions or statements which are apparently 
self-contradictory but make a point nonetheless. Some examples: "cruel kindness," "heavy 
lightness." And some on the lighter note include: "clean dirt," or "tough love." As a rule these 
words just don't go together. 
Well today I shall add another one to the list - "safe sin." Please let me explain. These are 
"good" sins (there is another one). Acceptable sins...sins that are laughed about! If put to a 
vote, these would be removed from the list of sins altogether. 

The world has already voted certain sins out of existence, and many members of the Lord's church 
are content to follow the world's lead instead of God's Word. Our government now fancies itself as 
the expert on sin and has reduced such wrongdoing to mere "social ills" that people face. The psy-
chologists and sociologists have influenced far more people than the Bible, thus, now sin has become 
a disorder, a disease, a fault of one's own heredity, etc. 

Never mind that the Word of God says that sin is "lawlessness" (ASV) or "transgression of the 
law" (KJV, 1 John 3:4)! One must simply ignore that the Bible declares that "the wages of sin is 
death" (Rom. 6:23). Of course, since some one or some thing can always be conveniently blamed 
for one's acts and condition, it would be unthinkable to reason that "the soul that sinneth, it shall die 
" (Ezek. 18:20). Since, according to the worldly experts on human behavior, changes must continually 
occur in the way people think and act, the truth must be rejected that God's Word has long been 
"settled in heaven" (Psa. 119:89). In other words, sin has always been sin and always will be sin! 
Neither culture nor time will change this Bible truth (Matt. 24:35). 

How many members of the Lord's church do you know who believe that "white lies" are 
innocent? An example would be where the phone rings and the parent instructs the child to tell the 
caller that mom or dad is not home. Another example is one who calls his employer and claims to be 
sick when he simply wants the day off to do something else. Have you studied the Bible to see if it 
commends a "white lie" or "half truth?" How many Christians do you know who simply smile upon 
hearing a filthy joke? How often do you hear of someone referring to one's sinful actions as "cute?" A 
female can dress (more appropriately "undress") so as to expose her anatomy to public view, and 
she is considered "cute" as long as she is the school cheerleader! Or, to explain some young man's 
fornication one says, "Oh, boys will be boys, and they must sow their wild seed." 

The truth of the matter is that all liars will have their part "in the lake that burneth with fire 
and brimstone" (Rev. 21:8) and those who continue to contribute to the lust of the flesh will lose their 
souls (cf. Matt. 5:28; 1 John 2:16). The practice of fornication (sowing one's wild oats) will keep one 
from inheriting the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:19-21). 

Sin has always separated one from God (Isa. 59:1-2) and it will most assuredly keep one out of 
Heaven. Those who are guilty of committing sins that this world has accepted as "normal modern 



behavior" and even portrayed as glamorous and exciting will one day learn that the devil is a liar and 
"standeth not in the truth, because there is no truth in him" (John 8:44). 

No matter what one chooses to believe, there is no such thing as "safe sin." The cost of sin is high, 
and a tremendous price is always paid for sinful behavior. In the Day of Judgment one will not be 
blinded by the glitter and glamour of sinful and worldly things, and will clearly see sin as the destroyer 
of one's soul. Just remember that Satan will always attempt to disguise the "high cost" of engaging in 
sinful activities. One had best remember that "evil companionships corrupt good morals" (1 Cor. 
15:33) and thus make choices in marriage and friends that will help him save his soul (Matt. 16:26). 

"Safe sin" is the devil's lie! God's Word is true (John 17:17), and "the wages of sin is death" 
(Rom. 6:23). 
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