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 If the tail does not wag the dog, then why is it that in so many congregations today elders 
become mere "pawns" of the members? It is only because they are determined to stand firm upon the 
man devised "qualification" not given by the Holy Spirit - "An Elder must be apt to retain 
members and their money." So impressed are so many today with numbers that some elders dare not 
contribute to a "controversy" among the members. This "avoid controversy at all costs" philosophy 
and "appease every member" mentality is clearly seen when elders allow their members to choose 
whether to attend a "contemporary" or "traditional" worship service on the Lord's Day. How can 
one who professes to be an elder claim an ounce of integrity when he "oversees" two diametrically 
opposed "worship" services? 

God gives authority to godly elders so that they may be able to prevent error and false teaching 
from leading members of the body into apostasy. Elders are commanded to "tend the flock" (1 Pet. 
5:2), but in far too many instances the flock tends to the elders. It would be a blessing to most con-
gregations today if elders polled God's Word as often as they poll the members. Brethren, where does 
the Bible teach that godly elders are to submit and defer to the thinking of the members of the 
congregation? 

Elders who do believe that they are to be "apt to retain members and their money" will never 
take seriously the charge to "feed the church of the Lord" (Acts 20:28). In far too many 
congregations today the members tell the elders what their spiritual diet will allow. A study of 
marriage, divorce, and remarriage will alienate their family members, and a study of 
denominationalism will offend their friends. Certain teachers are unacceptable because they are too 
Bible based and too blunt in quoting the Scriptures for solutions to sinful situations. Teachers are 
demanded who will "tread softly" and tolerate and respect everyone's doctrinal views. 
Brethren, where in the Scriptures does it say that godly elders must acquiesce to the demands of the 
brethren in regard to the type of food they are willing to eat? How can elders with any remaining 
conscience or love for the Lord live with themselves knowing that the flock they are commanded to 
oversee and feed is telling them what they will do and what they will eat? The adulterated, warmed 
over denominational pabulum that many brethren are willing to swallow today will not be tolerated by 
godly elders who stand in awe of the account they will give to God for souls under their oversight 
(Heb. 13:17). Godly elders do not make laws, but they do unapologetically stand behind "the whole 
counsel of God" (Acts 20:27). Godly shepherds will lovingly but firmly insist that the members they 
oversee feed on only food that will help them save their souls. False teaching should never prosper 
and flourish in a congregation where its elders are fulfilling their God-given duty. Spiritual blindness, 
however, is fatal and "if the blind guide the blind, both shall fall into a pit "(Matt. 15:14). 

The Bible clearly warns that "the time will come when [brethren] will not endure the sound doctrine; 
but, having itching ears, will heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away 
their ears from the truth, and turn aside unto fables" (2 Tim. 4:3-4). This section of Scripture could 
not more aptly describe the plight of the Lord's church today in many communities. Many church 
members are determined to associate with worldly people, act and dress like worldly people, and 
engage in sinful acts like worldly people. Thus, they prefer a preacher who will not preach on 
"controversial" topics. They want someone in the pulpit who is opposed to sin but so vague in discuss-
ing the matter that one cannot be sure of what is sinful and what isn't sinful. A preacher can declare 
that God is not pleased with divorce, but how dare he teach that there is only one reason for a 



scriptural divorce and the right to remarry (Matt. 19:9). After all, one cannot expect their young 
unscripturally divorced son or daughter to live a celibate life (cf. Matt. 19:10-12). A preacher can 
preach on drunkard-ness but how dare he condemn social drinking? A preacher can condemn 
nakedness, but he better steer clear of pointing a finger at cheerleaders and those involved in mixed 
swimming. Neither must the preacher preach against the socially approved sins of society such as 
dancing and gambling (lottery tickets, raffles, etc.). 

How does a congregation obtain such a preacher? Certain members squawk until the elders 
agree to use a preacher selection committee (it's called that for a reason) to find a preacher. 
Moderate members are appointed to the committee to appease certain groups. One can rest assured 
that it makes no difference to the committee which of the three suggested men the elder's hire. 

The tragic plight of liberal congregations is because spineless elders are more apt at retaining 
members and their money than they are at convicting the gainsayer (Titus 1:9)! 
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